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Monday, 13 October 2014 

(10.00 am) 

THE CORONER:  Mr Popat, just before we start we heard last 

week about Mr Posada because he is probably the first 

witness, that he had responded to an email from 

Mrs Barlow about a memorial service for BP employees 

which she had sent to him and I think it is right from 

what I have seen that he didn't in fact take decisions 

about the service, he was passing on a decision made by 

others. 

As you, and I dare say everyone will understand, to 

go into all the detail of this is beyond the scope of 

what I am here to do, but I have seen material, as 

I say, from BP which explains that it was never their 

intention to hurt or offend, but that they were having 

a service for staff who knew people who had died or who, 

as I understand it, had helped in the response effort. 

So I have seen that and I have also seen some of the 

considerations that were looked at with regard to a JV 

service and it is plain that a number of factors did 

fall to be considered. 

Really what I wanted to say, the main point as 

I understand it, is in fairness it wasn't -- what those 

arrangements were going to be was not Mr Posada's 

decision and obviously it is much regretted as the 
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greater assistance if I continue with my task. 

THE CORONER: No, of course, thank you very much for raising 

it. 

MR FERGUSON: Thank you. 

MS DOLAN: Sir, the first witness is Mr Yates. 

MR JEFFREY YATES (sworn) 

Questions from MS DOLAN 

MS DOLAN: Morning, Mr Yates. 

A. Morning. 

Q. Bridget Dolan, I am counsel asking questions on behalf 

of the coroner. 

A. Okay. 

Q. I believe you work for BP? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. And in January 2013 what was your role with BP? 

A. So January 2013 I was the In Salah president or the BP 

general manager for In Salah Gas, located at 

Hassi Messaoud. 

Q. In working on the In Salah Gas project did you have any 

responsibilities in respect of the In Amenas project? 

A. No. 

Q. But I think your role therefore started after the events 

began in terms of the IMT? 

A. Yes. So my plant, I look after the In Salah plant but 

my office is based at Hassi Messaoud. One of my roles 
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document that I have seen says, if arrangements have 

unintentionally caused hurt in any way.  Does that 

adequately summarise it because I think that needs just 

to be made plain? 

MR POPAT:  Sir, I'm grateful and it does and as we also 

indicated in an email to you there is no criticism 

intended for anyone raising it so it is absolutely 

clear, it is not Mr Posada's sole decision and there 

were a number of factors and matters which were taken 

into account in determining the best course to take for 

the memorial service which was, as you have seen, 

intended specifically to be in remembrance of the BP 

employees who lost their lives in a similar way to the 

services held by other organisations who were part of 

the JV and connected to it. 

THE CORONER:  All right, thank you. 

MR GARNHAM:  Sir, can I say that that was a matter about 

which those who instruct me feel very strongly but I am 

conscious of the limits of this enquiry and I don't 

intend to pursue it with Mr Posada. 

THE CORONER:  No, all right.  Thank you both very much. 

Yes, Ms Dolan. 

MR FERGUSON:  Sir, just been the evidence commences, may 

I invite you to allow me to be absent today?  I think 

I can provide you and the other interested persons 
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is to offer emergency response support to any of the 

sites in the country. Each of the local sites would 

have their own emergency response teams but I would have 

a sort of a support team role for IMT should additional 

support be required and my responsibilities make sure 

that is available and up and running and staffed and 

manned et cetera. 

Q. And I think you first learnt of events in the early 

hours of Wednesday morning? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Can you tell us when that was? 

A. About 5.55. I was in my cabin. I received a call from 

my liaison manager saying that he had received some 

calls from site that there was an event, shots being 

fired and he recommended that the IMT room at 

Hassi Messaoud be mobilised to help support. 

Q. And that liaison manager was who? 

A. That was John Wigg. 

Q. So what did you do next? 

A. I think one of the things that is very obvious is all of 

the sites would have their local IMT teams available. 

I think what was unique in the In Amenas event clearly 

their emergency response team at In Amenas was 

non-existent so although at the start of the incident my 

responsibilities is to make sure there is an incident 
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command team at Hassi Messaoud I wasn't the incident 

commander at that point.  So I made sure that that team 

got up and running.  It was very obvious to me that the 

In Amenas team didn't have an effective emergency 

response team on site.  So I took the decision to make 

sure that the Hassi IMT team helped in whatever fashion 

they could and tried to support the site in any fashion 

they could. 

Q.  And I think initially there wasn't much information 

coming in from actually the In Amenas site? 

A.  None whatsoever actually.  I mean, it was very obvious 

to me, I mean I'm 25 years with BP, I'm a very 

experienced crisis manager in various roles.  You know, 

when we got the initial call to say that there was 

a problem the military were intervening, the military 

would never pass information on to us even in this type 

of emergency directly to us, so our role really was to 

try and gather as much information as we could through 

whatever means we could to try and help support and 

prepare for escalation.  You know, one of my other roles 

as the sort of the most senior sort of person on site is 

to, well what else could happen?  How should we prepare 

for what was obviously clearly a very terrible event but 

what about the rest of the sites?  So my priorities 

turned into trying to support the In Amenas site in 
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1 messages coming to various people at the Hassi Messaoud 

2 site.  There was about 102, about 200 folk at 

3 Hassi Messaoud so there was texts coming in.  Some were 

4 coming into managers like myself, some to friends and 

5 colleagues and we tried to use that information as best 

6 we could but to be frank, it was extremely confusing, we 

7 had no direct communications with the site. 

8 Unusually none of the phones were working.  This is 

9 almost immediately -- none of the phones were working, 

10 our radios weren't working.  The only sort of immediate 

11 contact we had anywhere close to In Amenas was an 

12 adjacent well site.  Other than that it was very, very 

13 communication quiet. 

14 Q.  So you are saying your radios weren't working, would you 

15 expect there to be radio contact to the site? 

16 A.  Not to the site but to the adjacent sites.  We actually 

17 discovered later on, a few hours into the incident, the 

18 radio channels of the adjacent rig, 212, could actually 

19 hear the radio channels at In Amenas and they could 

20 pass, their telecoms were working on the rig site but 

21 the In Amenas telecoms weren't working. 

22 Q.  But there wasn't a central number or a central policy or 

23 protocol by which the staff who were in these dire 

24 straits themselves knew who they should be contacting or 

25 asking for advice or giving information to? 
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whatever way I could and also prepare the rest of the 

organisation for escalation, and you know, I made 

a decision to actually evacuate the country. 

Q.  Before we move on to that stage of matters -- 

A.  No problem. 

Q. -- what we have heard from other witnesses, survivors 

who were there, is that there were immediately or quite 

soon text messages being sent between people? 

A.  Correct. 

Q.  And some messages being sent to higher up the chain. 

Was there in place anything so that given that the 

response team on site, the liaison people on site were in 

the difficulties they were in, there was some way 

that people could have known who to communicate with for 

information, who to send information to in the event of 

the on site liaison team not being operative? 

A.  Yes, I mean, what I knew -- sort of we discovered 

happened, and I received a few text messages almost 

immediately from a number of colleagues, and many did, 

many of the people on site did also.  I think the other 

thing to remember is at the time of the incident there was 

about 600 plus Algerian nationals on site also and they 

are equally as proficient with texting as -- and 

they weren't actually being targeted, so they had free 

communications.  So there was an awful lot of text 
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1 A.  Across all the sites we have emergency numbers to call, 

2 to generate an emergency number but if you -- it's not 

3 a sort of text line that you can text into.  It's just 

4 purely a notification into one of the radio operators. 

5 So each of the sites has emergency numbers to call to 

6 say "I have a energy, I have a fire, I have this, please 

7 raise the alarm", but we didn't have a place where 

8 a text message could neatly come into a site and then 

9 get streamed efficiently into the IMT room. 

10 Q.  And the emergency number to call would be known to the 

11 liaison team but not to individual workers? 

12 A.  No, no, no, every worker on their safety induction -- 

13 well on my sites anyway, coming through their safety 

14 induction they'll be told what the emergency number is 

15 but that would be a local number, you know, 4444 

16 et cetera. 

17 Q.  By a local number you mean a number in the In Amenas 

18 plant? 

19 A.  It would be a local number to that site, yes. 

20 Q.  So have I still understood that the people, say, for 

21 example the expats who are in hiding, wouldn't know 

22 which number they are supposed to call to get help from 

23 outside the In Amenas site?  Is that more information? 

24 They may fortuitously have a contact who can give them 

25 that information help but they wouldn't be allocated and 
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or a number there -- 

A. So I don't look after In Amenas, to be clear, but on my 

site, In Salah, if there is an emergency there is an 

emergency number to call. Right. 

THE CORONER: What you are just being asked is this: just 

imagine there is an emergency on the site of this kind 

and you want to make contact with someone in authority 

if you can, that if, for example, it were an internal 

number, by internal I mean, as it were, a number on the 

site but if you have a site wide problem that's not 

going to help. So I think what you are just being asked 

is would there be a number for an event like this as it 

were so you could make contact out of the immediate 

problem area. 

A. I understand now. 

THE CORONER: And it may be -- for the moment I don't want 

to go into, for obvious reasons, too much about where we 

are now, for very obvious reasons, but just really 

whether at this time -- are you clear about the point? 

A. I'm clear about the question now. So one of the things 

we do have, one of the things I'm responsible for is the 

Hassi Messaoud IMT team is nominated on a weekly basis. 

There is a list of who's the commander, what's his 

contact number. Each of the roles in that IMT, and 

that's circulated across all of the JV. So there is 
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1 when some information started to come from the liaison 

2 staff actually at T212 telling them that they were 

3 essentially bunkered down, they were all accounted for 

4 but they could hear activity on the radio and they were 

5 passing some of that activity over to us. 

6 Q.  And I think at the time you said that was -- when you 

7 wrote your statement you said that was the liaison 

8 officer but when you wrote your statement you didn't 

9 know his name? 

10 A.  I didn't know his name. 

11 Q.  Do you know his name now? 

12 A.  I don't actually, sorry. 

13 Q.  We have heard from Mr Martin who was the liaison officer 

14 there, I don't know have you heard that name since? 

15 A.  Mr Martin, yes I heard his name.  I spoke to Billy 

16 Whitehead.  I remember him being on the 212, I don't 

17 actually recall the liaison officer.  He's not in my 

18 team so it's not someone I would sort of recognise. 

19 Q.  What did Mr Whitehead tell you? 

20 A.  He actually just informed me that it was obvious there 

21 was some sort of an event but he could hear chatter from 

22 people that were obviously not JV staff on the radio so 

23 it would appear that some people had actually seconded 

24 or got radios in some fashion. 

25 Q.  You mentioned there were a number of Algerians on site. 
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protocols for -- this is the duty roster for this week 

and this is everyone's number and that gets issued on 

a weekly basis via an email and it will have all the 

numbers on it. 

MS DOLAN:  And who do those emails go to? 

A.  It will go to all of the site managers and the people 

below who actually operate the site. So it wouldn't go 

to absolutely everybody.  It will go to the people who 

are responsible for running that site. 

Q. So if somebody is hiding in their room in the companies 

camp extension at In Amenas they are not likely to know 

the number they should call for information? 

A.  Quite possibly, absolutely, yes. 

Q.  But you did say you got some information from staff at 

Rig T212? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Tell us about that. 

A.  I mean I think for the first sort of part of the first 

morning it was very difficult to get any information. 

Obviously one of the jobs we were doing in the Hassi IMT 

room was to make sure the various external bodies were 

mobilised to support, we actually tried to gather our 

own information.  One of those tasks would have been to 

check the adjacent site, T1T, was it secured?  Could it 

account for all its people? So we did that and that is 
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1 I think one of your Algerian colleagues did an exercise 

2 to try to establish how many Algerian nationals were on 

3 site? 

4 A.  Yes. 

5 Q.  Do you recall now how many there were? 

6 A.  About 620. 

7 Q.  What other action did that IMT take on that first day? 

8 A.  Well a number, I think one of the -- obviously it was 

9 a very confusing situation, obviously we tried to 

10 mobilise the external help as best we could.  It was 

11 very clear to me that this was a military response so, 

12 you know, I wasn't very hopeful of getting any sort of 

13 clear information from the military.  They wouldn't have 

14 passed that through to us at all.  So I think the key 

15 decisions made on the first day was my concern was, 

16 obviously helping the guys as best I could at In Amenas, 

17 but my other concern was our security arrangements in 

18 the country were based on the same assessment as at 

19 In Amenas.  Clearly it had a major problem.  I had 

20 hundreds of expats and nationals all over the country. 

21 To remove them from the country was a very big decision 

22 to prepare for.  So I think one of the key decisions 

23 I made on the first day was to ask my team, what would 

24 it take to evacuate everyone else out of this country? 

25 What would I need?  Please go away and work out a plan. 
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I think one of my key decisions on the first day was to 

ask my team to essentially split into two, what will it take 

to actually evacuate everyone and when do I need to 

make a decision to activate that? And that request was 

about 4 o'clock on the first day. So my team went away, 

worked out what would that look like, because it would 

take a number of hours, 24 hours to prepare aircraft, 

how would we move people to various places, what's the 

best logistic plan to do that? 

So that was probably one of the key decisions. 

Q. And I think later on when you wanted to activate that 

plan you were told there were reasons that you should 

delay it. What were those? 

A. Yes, I mean, I think one of the things that was very 

clear -- very, sort of clear to me is my job as the 

general manager in Algeria is, I'm appointed by, in my 

particular case it is BP, I sort of head up my JOC. 

Between myself and my other joint JOC members we 

actually have full accountability for whatever decisions 

we need to make to run our business. So there was some 

resistance from some of the support teams that maybe we 

shouldn't be evacuating but I actually overruled those. 

Q. And, therefore, your decision to evacuate all the staff 

in the country came at what point? 

A. I made that decision when my logistic team came back and 
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1 military operations, "If you don't stop then these 

2 people are going to be killed.  Please pass this message 

3 on to your leaders and stop the helicopters." 

4 Quite an agitated but well spoken English speaker 

5 and initially he made that first call and he said he'd 

6 call us back.  So, you know, between myself, Bill and 

7 the liaison manager we passed that message on to the 

8 business support team in London.  Andy Collins at that 

9 point had been sort of taken off the business support 

10 role because he was receiving so many personal calls and 

11 we passed that on and we waited for the guy to call us 

12 back. 

13 Q.  When you say personal calls I think Andy Collins was 

14 receiving calls from the terrorists and therefore he was 

15 allocate to that role? 

16 A.  Well, he got taken away.  I understand he was in the 

17 business support team because he was getting so many 

18 personal calls from the terrorists directly he was 

19 withdrawn from the BST in London to actually just help 

20 manage this.  I think a negotiating team were with him 

21 at the time. 

22 So we passed that message on to the London team and 

23 the guy did call back but he was very agitated.  We 

24 didn't actually record the message.  We wished we had 

25 but that was the -- that was the last we heard of him 
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said this is what we could do, on day one, but we need 

to make the decision by about 7 o'clock that evening to 

have aircraft available and seconded for the following 

day.  So it was about 7 o'clock, 7 o'clock in the 

evening on the first day. 

Q.  On the first day I think in the afternoon you were 

present when Bill Johnston received a call from 

Tore Bech's mobile phone? 

A.  That's correct. 

Q.  Can you tell us about that, please? 

A.  Yes.  I mean, I think one of the things that in my role 

was I led obviously the IMT in Hassi but also led the 

communications with BP.  I had a colleague from Statoil 

appointed in my IMT to talk to Statoil and I had 

a colleague in my IMT to talk to Sonatrach.  Throughout 

the morning Andy Collins, the country manager, was 

obviously one of my key contacts in London.  He, in the 

conversations I had with him in the morning, he sort of 

relayed to me that he had received a number of telephone 

calls from colleagues' mobile phones and in the 

afternoon Bill Johnston received one from Tore Bech's 

number and that was, we were in the IMT at the time. 

Bill -- obviously we went through to a back room and we 

listened to the conversation from clearly a terrorist 

and he was making some demands of, you know, suspending 
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1 after that. 

2 Q. And I think the message that you could recall was, even 

3 though it wasn't recorded what do you recall him saying? 

4 A. Can I look at my notes? 

5 Q. If it helps you. In your statement you said "you need 

6 to stop the fighting." 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. Is what you recorded him saying? 

9 A. Let me just refresh my memory. (Pause) Yes, yes, it 

10 was words around "Will you stop the fighting. Please 

11 stop the helicopters attacking." If I remember -- 

12 I don't remember him making any threats about killing 

13 anyone. It was very much an agitated "Please pass this 

14 message on. Please you must stop the fighting", and the 

15 commitment we made on the telephone was that we would 

16 pass the message on to our big boss and that's the sort 

17 of language we were using. 

18 Q. Did you come to a view about where he was calling from? 

19 A. We did come to a view and this wasn't -- we believed -- 

20 Tore was a very, you know, early riser and his role was 

21 always at the CPF. So that's where he would go to in 

22 the morning. So, you know, we actually thought this was 

23 from the CPF. We thought this was either from Tore's 

24 office or somewhere at that end. It wasn't from the BdV 

25 we didn't think. 
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Q.  But that was just based on knowing Tore's general 

movements rather than anything else? 

A.  Yes, we didn't get a notification to say "I'm at the 

CPF", it was more us inferring where Tore would be. 

Q.  And I think you said in your witness statement you 

didn't think he was aware of communications from Shedad? 

A.  No, it was quite obvious when we had the follow up 

conversation we had sort of said that our big boss was 

in contact with his big boss and so I just got the 

impression that he didn't know that. 

Q.  Was it by the second day or day one that you were also 

receiving calls from Lotfi Benadouda? 

A.  No, it would have been day two. 

Q.  What were you learning from him? 

A.  Well, very little.  What we understood on the time is on 

that first day Lotfi didn't get captured or was not 

a sort of hostage per se.  We understood later on that 

he sort of disguised himself as a cook or he told them 

he was a cook but I believe later on they identified 

that he was the national manager.  Now, I can't recall 

when that was but I only started having conversations 

with Lotfi on day two after the BdV was -- after the 

attack of the BdV and the BdV was sort of cleared by the 

military was when Lotfi became available to have 

a conversation and those conversations were very scant, 
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1 site.  We had helped Lotfi to actually confirm, these 

2 are the people we can't find, we can't account for.  We 

3 believe this person may be in this room, this person may 

4 be at this room, could you please go and check here, 

5 here and here and so that was the sort of information we 

6 were getting. 

7 Our priority was to actually locate people and to do 

8 as best we can on that respect. 

9 Q.  In doing that did Lotfi tell you anything about the 

10 hostages he had seen? 

11 A.  Yes, he did.  I mean, he told me that, and this may have 

12 been after the fact, I can't remember if he told me 

13 before because I met him afterwards, that that first 

14 evening he was with the terrorists that first night and 

15 it was quite clear to him that these terrorists were 

16 preparing not to live.  They were trying to give him 

17 their money and he was with them on the first evening. 

18 Because I believe they slept in the VIP area, which was 

19 what I was told, but it was quite obvious when I spoke 

20 to Lotfi after the fact that these guys were preparing 

21 to give their lives up, because they were wanting to 

22 give one of their national colleagues money and I don't 

23 need this where I'm going et cetera et cetera. 

24 Q.  Can I ask you more detail about what Lotfi said to you? 

25 A.  Yes, I mean, I -- he told me that, you know, the way 
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mobile phones were not -- did not work. Landlines did 

not work but he did have a satellite phone that 

occasionally I would get a 30 second update from. 

Lotfi was an extremely experienced national manager 

and after the BdV had become available he got seconded 

by the military there to be their adviser. So he was 

basically being escorted round the site by the military 

people as an adviser on the site. Someone who was 

knowledgeable of who the expats were. Clearly on the 

second day we had some information that we could 

actually sort of glean where people could have been and 

so when the BdV was open Lotfi was with the military who 

went and searched the BdV to see if there were any 

people hiding and where they would be, and indeed, he 

did locate and were able to identify some people which 

he could sort of relay to us. 

Q. So did he tell you anything about what he was seeing at 

the BdV at that stage? 

A. I mean, absolutely. When I did speak to him when he 

went in to do the sort of clearance, the military had 

gone in to confirm that the site was going to be open 

and safe, what was clear was that there was some 

explosive devices still on site. The area was not sort 

of deemed safe. However, there were -- there was some 

damage. I got a sort of summary of the damage on the 
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1 they had sort of chained the hostages up in a certain 

2 fashion.  They were done almost in nationality order. 

3 He did give me some information on some people that we 

4 were trying to understand where they were. 

5 Q.  Who was that? 

6 A.  In my emergency logs I had -- we generated a log stat 

7 for every person that was on the site, on the In Amenas 

8 site.  So as information came through we would update 

9 that log stat and then issue it as part of our emergency 

10 update to everyone.  So you should have all the evidence 

11 of very regular log stat updates.  So when we got 

12 information on a particular person at a particular time 

13 we would record that on that log stat and then issue it 

14 to all the emergency crisis teams. 

15 So there's lots and lots of information in that, 

16 so ...  I don't want to sort of try and remember, I got 

17 all the log stat sort of stuff if that's what you need. 

18 So our priority was to try and track down, if they were 

19 safe, if they were not safe and if they were not safe 

20 how did we make that decision that they weren't safe. 

21 Q.  Did Lotfi give you any information about seeing the 

22 hostages being put into the vehicles for the convoy? 

23 A.  I don't recall him telling me specifically.  I am trying 

24 to remember -- I know they were all put in the 

25 Land Rover but I can't remember if Lotfi told me that. 
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1 Q.  But I think it was Lotfi who gave you some information 

2 about what was happening at the CPF on the 18th January? 

3 A.  Yes, absolutely.  Because when the BdV was cleared by 

4 the military, and Lotfi was obviously key in helping the 

5 military identify who was hiding or who was maybe 

6 injured or worse, he was then seconded by the military 

7 to go with them to observe what was happening at the 

8 CPF.  So I was getting far more regular updates from 

9 Lotfi.  However, he was alongside the military 

10 commanders and they wouldn't allow him regular 

11 communications.  He would have to step away, give me 

12 a call.  To give you an idea of the quantity of 

13 information I may only get one 30 second call in a whole 

14 afternoon.  We would try and divulge -- so in the CPF he 

15 made it very clear to me that there were still hostages. 

16 The military were observing -- 

17 Q.  This is on the 18th, just to be clear of the date? 

18 A.  This is on -- 

19 Q.  Or is this on the 17th?  The 17th is the convoy day if 

20 it helps. 

21 A.  It is the afternoon of the 17th. 

22 Q.  Sorry, I interrupted. 

23 A.  The afternoon of the 17th so after the BdV has been 

24 cleared, you know, Lotfi just says, well there are more 

25 hostages.  They are at the CPF.  I do not know how many 
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A.  What page did you say, sorry? 

Q.  Page 7 of the IMT log that you provided? 

A. Right, page 7. 

Q. First of all, confirm that is the IMT log? 

A.  It is.  It is the one that I signed. 

Q.  Actually you have signed the top right -- is this the 

log you were creating? 

A.  This is my incident management log so, yes. 

Q.  Can I just reference for the tape.  It is document X227. 

So this is your log? 

A.  Right.  So sorry about that.  I probably got that 

incorrect.  This log is absolutely accurate.  So this 

is -- the timings on this is accurate. 

Q.  And you are making this contemporaneously as information 

was coming in? 

A.  Yes.  So in my IMT I had 37 people looking after the two 

IMTs, one was looking after logistics and the 

evacuation.  This is my IMT 1 log.  So in that team 

I had two liaison staff, days and nights, basically as 

information is coming in typing into this log live and 

then this log, just sort of forms part of the -- our 

incident management response. 

Q.  And 17.25 on 18 January, can you talk us through that 

entry? 

A.  Okay.  I mean, I think one of the things that I would 
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1 but I do understand that the terrorists do have vehicles 

2 at the CPF and the military were watching.  They 

3 weren't, the instructions from Lotfi was that they 

4 weren't intervening, there wasn't a military operation 

5 ongoing.  That had already happened when the guys had 

6 left the BdV for the CPF. So they were watching that. 

7 THE CORONER: So when you say there wasn't an operation 

8 ongoing but they were watching -- 

9 A.  Yes. 

10 THE CORONER:  -- you said -- 

11 A.  There was obviously a huge military presence there but 

12 they weren't intervening at the CPF.  Lotfi told me that 

13 the military were just watching to see if there was any 

14 movement because that was obviously that after the BdV, 

15 the following morning there was reports of black smoke, 

16 this was the Thursday, there was reports of black smoke 

17 from Lotfi but he didn't articulate that anything else 

18 had happened. 

19 MS DOLAN:  You said that was the following morning.  If we 

20 look at your incident log I think you put that in the 

21 afternoon.  If it helps you, if you look at your witness 

22 statement, the incident log should be at the back and it 

23 is page 7 of that log. 

24 A.  Help me out here.  Where is the log? 

25 Q.  It should be behind your witness statement. 
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add, throughout the incident response remembering that 

the team that I normally have in Hassi Messaoud is 

normally a support administration team because they're 

normally supporting local IMT teams.  So they are 

normally made up of administration staff.  One of the 

problems we had greatly in being effective in our 

management is these are our friends and colleagues and 

many of us got very emotional around having -- talking 

about our friends and colleagues. So we introduced an 

alpha code status which basically gave every person on 

the log stat a number so I can't recall who's who on 

each number but the cell numbers, A53, A88, refer to 

a person, yes. 

Q.  Let us go through this log because the first bit -- it 

says you have been briefed on the current status and 

plan? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And then it has reports -- 

A.  So when I say "BST" that means the London team.  So 

that's the London team.  I have briefed the London team 

on what the current status of the plan is.  There is reports 

from Lotfi that there is smoke appearing at the CPF. 

Appears to be burning cars. No military operation is 

ongoing. So Lotfi sort of told they me there's 

smoke.  His words were "I think they're burning cars but 
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1 the military are not intervening."  There is no military 

2 intervention.  They are there watching, but they are not 

3 intervening. 

4 Q.  So he was telling you that whatever was happening in the 

5 CPF at that time was not in response to Algerian forces 

6 doing anything? 

7 A.  That's what he told me.  And again the BST, so I have 

8 informed the London team that A53 has been a witnessed 

9 fatality. 

10 Q. And I think if we look back Stephen Green was given the 

11 A53 number? 

12 A.  Yes. 

13 Q.  And you have recorded there that he is 

14 a witnessed fatality. 

15 A.  Yes. 

16 Q.  And that report has come from, again you put A88 and we 

17 know from your code that that is Stephen McFaul? 

18 A.  Yes. 

19 Q.  Do you recall anything about what was said in that 

20 information from Mr -- 

21 A.  No, I don't.  That may have come into one of my team in 

22 the IMT room and they would have just relayed that 

23 information and I would have said "okay, let's record 

24 that as is", so I couldn't tell you who received that 

25 telephone call. One of the things that we set up in the 
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person.  He also was being used by the authorities to go 

round the sites and this is obviously a report of what he 

has seen when he has been in this particular camp. 

Q.  And then moving further down to 4.15 that day I think 

you got another telephone information from Lotfi.  What 

did he tell you then? 

A.  Right, so this was another key piece of information.  So 

this -- this was a direct telephone call from Lotfi to 

me directly saying that he had actually been requested 

by the military to accompany the military on to the CPF 

and, you know, this is a report telling what he, when he 

returned back this is what he saw.  So he had reported, 

you know, multiple fatalities and bodies were charred 

with fire.  He was able to identify one person, Lotfi 

was, because he was able to identify the person, I don't 

know what sort of injuries this guy had. 

Q. I think your log list tells us that was Gordon Rowan, 

the American who died? 

A. Right. Yes, and he confirmed that they had gone in, 

initially done -- with the military, he had reported 

back on what he had seen but the military had to confirm 

that the site was safe to go back and so they had sort 

of withdrawn the area and bomb disposal experts were 

going in to see if the rest of the site was clear. 

Q.  Did he say anything about any other survivors? 
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1 emergency response room was -- clearly, you know, we 

2 clearly had to have some protocol about what we would 

3 declare as reliable information.  So we basically agreed 

4 in our IMT if Lotfi had witnessed something we would 

5 sort of treat that as reliable.  If the police or the 

6 authorities had told us something we would treat that as 

7 reliable or if any of the other expats on site had 

8 relayed something to us directly we would treat that as 

9 reliable. 

10 So I don't know who called that particular piece of 

11 information.  I don't recall how it got on there. 

12 Q.  Moving on in that log, can you go to the entry at 14.45 

13 on 19 January.  It is on page 9 just by the bottom 

14 holepunch. 

15 A.  Okay.  Yes. 

16 Q.  And then you have a report in from somebody of expat 

17 dead bodies found at the JGC camp? 

18 A.  Mmm. 

19 Q.  That person has told you they're all Japanese workers. 

20 Did it appear to you that that was the time when the 

21 military were now in the JGC camp? 

22 A.  So the JGC camp, as far as I -- that is the camp 

23 adjacent to the BdV.  So at this point the BdV has been 

24 cleared as safe.  So this is obviously a piece of 

25 information coming in from, Jamaal was a JV staff 
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A.  He said there were there was no other signs of life in 

that particular area.  He said -- I mean this was a very 

traumatic conversation.  So it was very difficult for 

him to pass that information on. 

Q.  Just going back to the time when Lotfi reported to you 

that he had seen smoke at the CPF.  I think in your 

witness statement you say he had also heard a big bang? 

A.  A bang, yes. 

Q.  I think whilst you have told us that the military were 

in and sweeping the site I think you later came by some 

information that the terrorists had been found? 

A.  I did, at -- one of the problems Lotfi had, I was very 

concerned about Lotfi, you know, our priorities had been 

to remove anyone associated with the incident off the site.  

Lotfi was being held almost by the military to 

help them with their investigations and he had spoken to 

me quite personally that his wife was having a very 

traumatic time in Hassi Messaoud and so I was really 

trying to get Lotfi back to Hassi Messaoud so he could 

go and visit his family and I knew that some of the 

things he'd seen were very traumatic and he was a in 

a bit of a poor show.  He later on, we got him back to 

Hassi Messaoud after the military had declared 

everything was okay.  It's in my log when that was, and 

I met him in the medical clinic.  My medics were giving 
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him some treatment and it was clear that the authorities 

wanted, I think one of the senior Algerian ministers 

wanted to visit the site and they had insisted on 

getting Lotfi to accompany this particular visitor.  So 

aircraft had been mobilised to take Lotfi back down to 

site. 

So I was -- I had a big argument with the Algerian HR 

manager saying this guy needs to stay here.  There is no 

way we should be sending this poor guy back to that site 

irrespective of any ministerial visit.  I want this 

guy to stay.  Lotfi said, no it's my job I need to 

accompany the minister down.  So he proceeded to check 

in to go down to In Amenas and that flight was cancelled 

by the military and we heard that the reason that the 

military had cancelled that particular ministerial visit 

was because they had found two live terrorists on the 

CPF.  So the site wasn't safe and the flight was 

cancelled and Lotfi returned back to Hassi Messaoud. 

Q.  Just to be clear, what day was that that that happened? 

A.  Can I just check?  (Pause) 

Q.  If it helps in your witness statement I think it is 

page 12 in your witness statement.  You have that as -- 

A.  Yes, I just can't recall. 

Q.  I think on page 12 you say it was on 20 January you were 

briefing your team and at the top of page 13 you talk 
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information from by Lotfi provided to your colleague. 

Can you have a look at page 12 of your witness statement 

and see if that assists with your memory? 

A. Okay, page 12, yes. 

Q. Towards the top there, one of your HR colleagues 

recalled receiving a call from Lotfi. Can you tell us 

about that, please? 

A. Yes. So Nadia was -- Nadia is the HR representative of 

my IMT. She was one of the few Algerians in the team. 

Very, very efficient individual. Obviously a fluent 

French speaker which was helping greatly with our 

communications with the site. So many times Nadia would 

take a call from the site because it would be very quick 

French or Berber and she could translate for me. So, 

yes, she received a call from Lotfi at 1.15 that he had 

visited the site and he told us of vehicles packed with 

explosives between train 1 and train 2. 

Q. So he had seen the vehicle between train 1 and train 2 

and these are the gas production trains? 

A. Yes. I mean, he -- he told her he had seen vehicles 

between 1 and 2 packed with explosives. I didn't get 

the report from Lotfi until -- 

Q. Shall we just continue with what he told her? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He told her there were numerous dead bodies as many as 
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about hearing the terrorists had been found? 

A.  Yes, so I briefed the team and so the conversation I had 

with Lotfi was some time after lunch because the 

aircraft mobilised to go back down to the site was in 

the afternoon.  So it would have been that day. 

Q. I am sorry, just to take you back to the conversation 

with Lotfi on the 19th and again, it is page 12 of your 

witness statement, the top there if it helps, I think 

the conversations weren't just held with you.  Some of 

your colleagues in the IMT also had conversations with 

Lotfi? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And he had reported that he didn't think there was 

anybody alive at the CPF and the military operation was 

going on at about 1 o'clock that day on the 19th? 

A.  Absolutely, I mean my incident log says quarter past 1 

on the 19th BST informed of the completion of military 

operations at CPF.  Location now -- location now under 

control of the military.  Numerous devices have been 

identified. 

So, yes, we had got that information in.  The 

information received from Lotfi, you know, a few hours 

later on was obviously when he had visited with the 

military on site. 

Q.  In your witness statement you record more detailed 
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20. There had been an explosion. The bodies were 

charred and the military believed this was a bomb that 

had gone off the previous day? 

A. That is what was reported, yes. 

Q. And everyone had been killed together and they believed 

this was the cause of the fire and the smoke the 

previous day? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that was the information? 

A. That was the information, yes. 

Q. One final issue is the CCTV because I think we have 

heard there was CCTV at the site? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you have knowledge of what happened in respect of 

that? 

A. The only thing I can recall was throughout the emergency 

when the BdV became under the control of the military the 

military authorities did have a request to the JV saying:  

we would like to get the CCTV information. We need        

a telecom -- we need some telecom support. Can you send 

an engineer from Hassi Messaoud to In Amenas? So that 

is in my log somewhere. That's the only thing 

I recall about the authorities asking for some support 

to get the CCTV data. 

Q. What we have been told is that the CCTV was indeed taken 
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1 by the military and therefore is not available? 

2 A. That is what -- I had a request from the IMT, from the 

3 authorities to my IMT saying: the military are 

4 requesting some support. They wish to take the CCTV 

5 data. So I understood that that was -- we gave them a 

6 technician. What happened to that data I do not know. 

7 Q. And it would not have been the norm to keep a copy and 

8 provide -- 

9 A. This site is under the control of the authorities now. 

10 You know, so it's no longer -- it was no longer a JV 

11 site. This site is now being controlled by the 

12 authorities and if they want something they'll take it. 

13 Q. Have there been any requests made that you are aware of 

14 made by BP or the JV since, to assist their own 

15 understanding? 

16 A. I understand they have asked. I understand -- with 

17 these sort of protocols my Sonatrach counterpart would 

18 have the communication path to go to his Sonatrach 

19 authority who then would go to the authorities to 

20 actually ask for that. My understanding is that has 

21 been asked for. I don't know if they received anything 

22 at all. What I do know about the CCTV system, it was 

23 very similar to the system I have in my plants and there 

24 is a 14 day rolling record but it doesn't record on any 

25 back up servers. It is just once you have taken the 
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emergency response arrangements, our emergency response 

planning is, for the JV is sort of very similar.  So 

each of the sites have a dedicated, we call it a local 

IMT team which would be headed up by the most senior 

persons on the site.  So each site would have that.  The 

Hassi IMT team is like a support team.  So should that 

local IMT team need a helicopter or need a flight, need 

some support, they can help with that.  But it's not 

normal for the Hassi team to be the IMT for a site, you 

know, three or four hundred miles away.  It obviously 

can't be very effective if they are not on the scene. 

Q.  As part of your team at Hassi did you have someone there 

who did have detailed knowledge of In Amenas? 

A.  I think in the IMT teams we have set people.  One of the 

things that we did, I did quite quickly, was realise 

that my on call team on that day were not suitable to 

cover this type of huge event.  So as we evacuated many 

of -- 

Q.  Can I stop you there, why were they not suitable? 

A.  Because the role that they normally play is a support 

team role. 

Q.  Right and because there was no IMT actually on site you 

are having to do a slightly different role, is that 

right? 

A.  Absolutely.  So it is very important that people 
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1 disks that's it unless you have copied them then and 

2 there. 

3 MS DOLAN: Thank you, Mr Yates, I have no more questions for 

4 you. 

5 A. No problem. 

6 THE CORONER: Can you just help me with this because we 

7 don't have a date on the transcript. You just said 

8 about a call which was timed at 1.15 when Lotfi called 

9 Nadia. Can you just give us, the 1.15 on the when, so 

10 we have it on the transcript. 

11 A. (Pause) Let me just check. That was on the 19th. 

12 THE CORONER: And 1.15 lunchtime? 

13 A. Yes, 1.15 after lunch on the 19th. 

14 THE CORONER: Thank you. 

15 Questions from MS GERRY 

16 MS GERRY: Good morning, Mr Yates. I represent the family 

17 of Sebastian John. I just have a couple of questions. 

18 First just on the communications from In Amenas at the 

19 time of the incident and the difficulties you had. 

20 Firstly, you said that there wasn't an IMT on site. 

21 I take it that that is because just the nature of the 

22 way the incident occurred, is that right? 

23 A. That is correct. I mean, I have never visited In Amenas 

24 so I don't know how they're set up, but Mark Cobb and 

25 myself are sort of counterparts so we have very similar 
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understand that difference.  Our emergency response 

plans don't normally take into the account that the site 

is completely useless and can't offer it any support to 

itself.  So trying to actually facilitate any type of 

support hundreds of miles away when you do not know what 

the situation is on the ground is extraordinarily 

difficult. 

Q.  So going back to my question, was there anyone who you 

managed to assemble as part of the IMT who had specific 

experience and knowledge about In Amenas? 

A.  Yes, so many of the liaison staff that we evacuated back 

to Hassi we kept actually on the Hassi team.  So the IMT 

teams, the liaison teams who are very, very familiar with 

the layout of In Amenas, very, very familiar with the   

site layout were present in the various teams. 

Q.  Just to be clear, these were people who managed to get 

out of In Amenas? 

A.  Or have been evacuated from other sites.  So my IMT team 

was almost 37 people.  Many of them were liaison staff. 

So they are in the AFMC team who were very familiar 

with -- very familiar with the In Amenas site. 

Q.  We have heard evidence about the fact that the 

terrorists were able to utilise the radios on site at 

In Amenas, and as you have said yourself, you were able 

to have contact via the radios with T212.  Are you able 
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1 to assist as to why you didn't get any direct contact by 

2 the radio system from In Amenas? 

3 A.  Well, the radio system doesn't cover up to 

4 Hassi Messaoud.  That's the first thing. 

5 Q.  So there is no direct contact other than by telephone, 

6 is that right? 

7 A.  Yes.  So the information that I was receiving from the 

8 T212 was the telephone call and -- 

9 Q.  And they were hearing? 

10 A.  -- they were hearing from the radio.  So the radio 

11 coverage isn't good enough to get back to Hassi.  It is 

12 a long way away. 

13 Q.  The only other matter I wanted to cover with you, 

14 Mr Yates, is about the identification of the dead people 

15 and where they were and when you heard about them.  Can 

16 I then just ask you to turn to probably first your 

17 exhibit, JY2 and page 3 of 8.  So this is the log of the 

18 numbers that you assigned to the various personnel? 

19 A.  Okay. 

20 Q.  If I can ask you to go to page 3. 

21 A.  Okay, no problem. 

22 Q.  I think it is right, is it not, that 68 was the number 

23 that was assigned to Sebastian John, is that right? 

24 A.  That's correct, yes. 

25 Q.  Can I then ask you to look back at your log? 
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1 A. Yes. 

2 THE CORONER: I don't want to find that they are sitting on 

3 it. I don't mean that in any rude way but that if they 

4 have got it and we don't know about it but I would just 

5 like to, if you could find out, please. 

6 A. I do know Sonatrach do not have it. So prior -- I no 

7 longer work in the Algerian JV. I just recently moved 

8 on to a new role but prior to that I do know that my 

9 Sonatrach counterpart in the JOC does not have access to 

10 the CCTVs. 

11 THE CORONER: You know they made a request and you know they 

12 haven't got it. If it is possible just to identify the 

13 terms of the response. 

14 A. Okay. 

15 THE CORONER: I would be very grateful. 

16 Questions from MR RITCHIE 

17 MR RITCHIE: Mr Yates, have you finished your note? 

18 A. Can I just write that down. (Pause) Carry on, sorry. 

19 Q. I appear for the family of Carlos Estrada. 

20 I am slightly unclear of the chronology. May I just 

21 run through it again? 

22 A. Certainly. 

23 Q. Friday, 18th, about 5.25 log entry: 

24 "Lotfi. Smoke from CPF plus bang." 

25 Is that correct? 
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1 A. The IMT log? 

2 Q. The IMT log. And it is at internal page 8 of 15. 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. Towards the bottom the second entry at 10.45 on 

5 19 January? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. And here I think you have recorded: 

8 "Received from IMT in Algiers fatality list from IA 

9 hospital." 

10 A. Correct. 

11 Q. And it includes the following people. Can you see there 

12 we have A68? 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. So is it right to say that you received confirmation at 

15 10.45 on the 19th that Sebastian was included in a list 

16 of fatalities from the hospital? 

17 A. That's correct. So this piece of information was a fax 

18 that came from my Sonatrach counterpart who was in the 

19 Sonatrach emergency response team in Algiers, a fax down 

20 to the IMT team at Hassi Messaoud. 

21 MS GERRY: Thank you, I have no further questions, 

22 thank you, Mr Yates. 

23 THE CORONER: Just before I forget, can you try and find out 

24 such response as there was to Sonatrach about the 

25 request for the CCTV? 
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1 A.  Yes. 

2 Q.  That is 5.25 in the afternoon, 17.25? 

3 A.  Yes. 

4 Q.  Saturday, 19th, in the afternoon, 1.15: call from Lotfi 

5 to Nadia.  Military described the car exploded the day 

6 before, horrible stuff that he saw? 

7 A.  Correct. 

8 Q.  Yes? 

9 A.  Yes. 

10 Q.  Sunday, 20th, Lotfi's flight cancelled, report back, two 

11 further terrorists found? 

12 A.  Just let me go to the 20th.  (Pause)  Sorry, I can't 

13 find that entry. 

14 Q.  We might have to go -- I think that was from your 

15 witness statement, that was your recollection of 

16 a discussion you were defending not wanting Lotfi to go 

17 back, he went to the airport and that information came 

18 through? 

19 A.  Yes, correct. 

20 Q.  So there is the chronology because we heard some 

21 evidence from a Mr McDaniel that on the Saturday 

22 although there had been an announcement that everything 

23 was sorted out in fact there was a lot of chatter on the 

24 radio and there was clearly something still going on in 

25 the CPF which would rather match with a continued search 
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1 to make sure it is all clear and in fact it wasn't all 

2 clear, they found two hiding suspected terrorists.  That 

3 would fit in in effect with the timescale you have 

4 given? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q.  Thank you.  Can I come to the IMT and the structure of 

7 it? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 Q.  As I understand it, it was common for both of these JV 

10 sites, there is common documentation or at least source 

11 documentation and so in relation to IMTs, you being 

12 familiar with that, at the In Salah site you would have 

13 an on site IMT to deal with incidents? 

14 A.  Correct. 

15 Q.  This is before January.  And if an incident arose you 

16 would hope there was a person at the top of the IMT and 

17 at least enough of the IMT staff to be able to gather 

18 information and to respond? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q.  And the person at the top of the IMT is usually you if 

21 it is In Salah or your equivalent if it is IA.  Is that 

22 right or is it somebody else? 

23 A.  Not really.  Maybe the language to help is if for the 

24 site we would call it an LIMT. 

25 Q.  Local IMT? 
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1 had, whatever the foreseeable events are we would have 

2 emergency response plans to respond to.  90 per cent of 

3 them are very process, plant orientated around 

4 explosions, leaks fires et cetera.  We do have some 

5 security related response plans and those response plans 

6 actually do not normally confirm that the LIMT is 

7 completely useless.  It normally -- the assumption is 

8 there is some form of emergency response team capability 

9 even in a security event. 

10 Q.  Got it.  So just looking at In Salah on 16 January 2013 

11 as I understand it, it is not the Gendarmes that guarded 

12 there, it was the army? 

13 A. It's the military, correct. 

14 Q.  Can I stick with army because some people use military 

15 as a bit of Gendarme and a bit of army so if I can say 

16 army you and I will understand what I am saying? 

17 A.  No problem, yes. 

18 Q.  And as I understand it, they are not accommodated within 

19 the perimeter of the facility, in January 2013? 

20 A.  Correct. 

21 Q.  And they don't actually arm the main gates or the gates 

22 of the facility? 

23 A.  Correct. 

24 Q.  But you do have pretty strong crash proof main gates or 

25 you did have at In Salah? 
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1 A.  Local IMT and that local IMT would be headed up by 

2 normally the most senior operations person at that site. 

3 So for In Salah that would be the field operations 

4 manager and he is intimately knowledgeable about his 

5 site.  He would have a team that he mobilises and should 

6 he require additional support he would go to 

7 Hassi Messaoud saying "Could you mobilise the IMT? 

8 I need X, Y and Z" and that IMT would support and feed 

9 information down to the LIMT and if it is escalations 

10 beyond that, like in this instance where we are going to 

11 need outside country support, then the IMT in Hassi has 

12 the authority to escalate either mobilisation of 

13 Sonatrach or BP or Statoil or whatever other resources 

14 that the local IMT could not do on their own. 

15 Q. So would it be the ops manager at IA who was probably 

16 the head of the IMT if it is the equivalent of In Salah? 

17 A.  I don't know because it's not my plant. 

18 Q.  Understood.  What was the structure at In Salah for IMT 

19 if there was a terrorist attack that had got into the 

20 plant? 

21 A.  We had another -- in In Salah we have a number of 

22 emergency response plans, ERPs, based on what we think 

23 a foreseeable event is. 

24 Q.  This is back in January I am talking about not now. 

25 A.  No, prior to that -- prior to January as well.  So we 
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1 A.  Yes. 

2 Q.  And a holding area and a secondary sort of crash proof 

3 main gate? 

4 A.  Yes, the In Salah plants were a different design to 

5 In Amenas.  All the car parks are outside.  The main 

6 gates -- I would regularly visit my site, my main gates 

7 I think I have seen open once and that is for -- you 

8 know, it is very, very infrequent. 

9 Q.  You or your predecessors had taken the liaison 

10 suggestion made in 2006 or 2007 about car parks being 

11 outside and you had run with that, accepted it and run 

12 with it at In Salah? 

13 A.  I think for In Salah they were part of the original 

14 design.  I wasn't there at that time.  I can't -- we did 

15 not change, In Salah did not change our car parks. 

16 I think they were always as per the design. 

17 Q.  Got it.  The military in relation to the BdV at 

18 In Salah, how far away were they?  Where were they 

19 camped? 

20 A.  I have a number of plants so I have Krechba, Teg, Reg, 

21 Hassi R'Mel.  They are all slightly different but the 

22 military camp is, you know, if I chose Krechba, which is 

23 one of my big plants, the military camp are a few 

24 hundred metres away. 

25 Q.  Understood.  Coming on to risk management procedure. 
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1 Can I show you very briefly a document in core bundle 1. 

2 For you that is a green lever arch file which I hope is 

3 at your right hand and I seek to take you to tab 7 of 

4 that if I may, please, Mr Yates. 

5 A.  Okay. 

6 Q.  This is the risk management procedure document for 

7 In Salah and In Amenas.  So I assume that it is 

8 something you are will be familiar with and it was 

9 checked and verified by you for it has your name on the 

10 frontispiece on page 31? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q.  Don't worry it won't be a memory test. 

13 A.  Good. 

14 Q.  So page 31, Jeff Yates checked it.  The author was a 

15 BSM, business service manager, this is from March 2012 

16 so it is before the event. If you go to page 34 it sets 

17 out frequency and outcome of risk management meetings. 

18 Are you with me on page 34? 

19 A. I am, yes. 

20 Q.  "Frequency/Outcome" being the heading? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q.  And risk management meetings, frequency for the JOC, 

23 they should be bi-annual and the outcome should be an 

24 updated action plan, updated status on all risks and 

25 actions as an overview.  Are you familiar with that as 
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Steele and Kemp in May 2007. So that is the top of the 

page summary? 

A. Okay. 

Q. When you got to In Salah this had already been created, 

generated and worked through the system. But were you 

aware of generic operational requirements like these for 

In Salah? 

A. When I arrived I started working as a general manager in 

In Salah on November 2011. As part of my handover to my 

predecessor we spoke about security arrangements, we 

spoke about local procedures. And I haven't seen this 

specific document before but I was aware of -- I was 

aware of some of the standards. When I first arrived 

I had been given my normal induction and when I went to 

the sites, you know, one of my first ports of call would 

be the liaison would show me around and this is what we 

expect, this is who is doing what, this is how many 

guards are here. So although I haven't seen this 

particular document before, it doesn't surprise me that 

we have this. There are many procedures that have been 

evolved over the years. 

Q. I will just show you two because this one that we are 

on, 214, is in relation to fencing. The risk at the top 

is to prevent unauthorised access through any point of 

the perimeter outside of established entrance points. 
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1 being the procedure at In Salah? 

2 A.  Yes. 

3 Q.  Now, can I take you to -- 

4 A.  Can I give you a bit of context where this document came 

5 from?  This was our effort to try and improve our risk 

6 management procedures within the JV. 

7 Q.  Absolutely. 

8 A.  BP particularly had some big problems in the Gulf of 

9 Mexico and one of the things identified was the risk 

10 management, they had -- BP has a very formal risk 

11 management process.  Clearly in the JV we can't copy 

12 BP's risk management.  We have to have our own.  This 

13 was our effort to actually see how we could improve our 

14 risk management procedures, had some definitions about 

15 how we would speak about risk in the same way and this 

16 was a document that my business support manager would -- 

17 generated and this was our effort to do that. 

18 Q.  Very good.  Then we have, can I go back -- sorry, 

19 forwards to tab 19 in the very same bundle? 

20 A.  Okay, tab 19, yes. 

21 Q.  This is a number of generic operational requirements 

22 produced in 2007, so just to get the dates right for 

23 you.  If you look at page 214 which is a couple of 

24 sheets in you will see the words "Operational 

25 requirement - Double Fencing JV Generic", completed by 
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The area of concern on the left-hand side. The entire 

perimeter, the primary function of the fence is to 

prevent unauthorised access. Just to flip over the 

page, to finish that column: 

"3. To create a sterile area outside the facility 

demarcation line where guards can patrol without 

exposure to external dangers." 

Can I just confirm at In Salah did you have two 

personals, a double perimeter of chain link fence with a 

gap in between, a fairly substantial gap that a car 

could drive around in between? 

A. I am not sure we can get a car round. It did actually 

have two fences. I actually don't think -- I have 

a number of sites, remember. They are much smaller than 

In Amenas so the BdV would have a double fence around it 

but I know for Krechba, for instance, you can't drive 

a car round there. 

Q. It is too small a gap. The next column on 214, 

"Vulnerable points." It is only point 6 that I need to 

point out "Low quality mesh/chain link". In your time 

did you have any consideration or input into the quality 

of the mesh or chain link that was at In Salah or is 

that something people below you did? 

A. My technical team would have done. 

Q. And then the right-hand column of 214: 
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1 "Performance requirement.  Prevent the passage of 

2 unauthorised personnel through, over or under for 

3 periods sufficiently long enough to enable an external 

4 interception by the military." 

5 Was that the sort of standard to which you were 

6 working for these sort of things at In Salah? 

7 A.  Yes. 

8 Q.  And point 2 there: 

9 "The eternal fence would be sufficiently far from 

10 the nearest facility or building to prevent damage of 

11 any kind from unauthorised personnel.  Worst case bomb 

12 blast." 

13 And then 4: 

14 "Be sufficiently separated to allow the passage of 

15 a vehicle between the fences." 

16 So as I understand it, these sort of standards would 

17 have worked through your security management plan and 

18 gone into a tracking document at the back and you would 

19 be able to tell whether stuff that was supposed to be in 

20 place was in place? 

21 A.  Yes. 

22 Q.  Were you a bit of stickler for making sure that stuff 

23 that was meant to be in place was in place? 

24 A.  I think one of my roles as the In Salah general manager 

25 was obviously in having overall responsibility as part 
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1 for it to take multiple years. So if someone said to 

2 me, "I've got some work here and it has taken me four 

3 years to do that" that would not surprise me in Algeria. 

4 However, you know, I would say that the JOC have, 

5 they have some responsibilities to make sure they're 

6 working on the right things. 

7 Q. You can, if you don't mind me using the phrase, kick 

8 a bit on the JV? 

9 A. You can sometimes kick an awful lot, yes. 

10 Q. Can I then come to something on page 12 which is very 

11 sensitive. Page 12 of your witness statement. You can 

12 shut that bundle, thank you very much for referring to 

13 it. This is a sensitive thing and just if members of 

14 the families are going to struggle with this then I just 

15 want to give them the opportunity. It is not going to 

16 be a photo but I need to ask something about your 

17 witness statement. It is going to be about bodies. 

18 Page 12 of your witness statement. Near the bottom 

19 you mention an Algerian name beginning with K first and 

20 a surname beginning with A. 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. I am not going to repeat it for reasons that I have been 

23 given some guidance, but this person was tasked with 

24 a difficult task to recover bodies? 

25 A. Correct. 
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1 of the JOC to make sure we apply to our procedures. We 

2 have many procedures and we have many risks and the 

3 security was just one of them.  I think it's fair to say 

4 that I am an operations person and then the risks I have 

5 experienced in managing in my career have been process 

6 risks.  They have been fires, they've been responses to 

7 leaks et cetera. You know, I'm not a security 

8 specialist.  I actually have people in my team who can 

9 help me with that, but I can go to my plants and I can 

10 see if the gate control is good, I can see if the bag 

11 searches are adequate.  I can -- if I feel safe.  So am 

12 a I stickler for these sorts of things?  I was certainly 

13 aware we had a security management plan. I was aware 

14 that there were observations being made regularly. 

15 I would have conversations with the liaison team and my 

16 liaison manager and the BST to actually say, how can 

17 I help?  Are there areas which need my input? 

18 Q.  Can I put this to you then: if it had taken four and 

19 a half years to put in crash proof gates would that have 

20 been normal for your in your experience of ordering 

21 stuff in Algeria? 

22 A.  I think one of the things I would comment is working in 

23 Algeria on a JV is not an easy task.  There were some 

24 things which took a huge amount of time.  To award 

25 a contract for a new service it would not be uncommon 
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1 Q. Was there a log or paperwork for the family of 

2 Carlos Estrada are seeking to identify which vehicle he 

3 ended up in, there were six of them, was there any 

4 paperwork to show where the bodies were recovered from? 

5 A. I don't know. I don't know. You know, [K], I know, 

6 I know [K] very well -- sorry. 

7 THE CORONER: That is all right. There is no need for that. 

8 But the person we are talking about. The name begins 

9 with K. 

10 A. Okay. 

11 MR RITCHIE: You know K well? 

12 A. I know K well. He took this role when Lotfi was no 

13 longer on site so he became the most senior Sonatrach 

14 representative. I don't know what procedures he used. 

15 There was certainly no paperwork provided from my team 

16 to him to say: use this, this will help you. This was 

17 a conversation of me to: I need to understand who the 

18 most senior person is on site who can -- 

19 Q. Who is responsible for that? 

20 A. Yes. When Lotfi is away. Who is it? Is that you, now, 

21 K? Yes, it is. Right, then you need to feed me -- 

22 Q. Would you have records, the phone calls or 

23 communications from K where he says: I have recovered 

24 A22 from there or B26 from there? 

25 A. The only place that would be -- so in the log stat and 
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1 the coloured -- if we had received a telephone call or 

2 we had received information which was new about a person 

3 it would have been recorded in there. 

4 Q. All right. So there is nothing else you would know of 

5 in Hassi Messaoud which would assist with further 

6 identification? 

7 A. No, I know the person you refer to is a close friend of 

8 mine and I would have known that. 

9 Q. Carlos? 

10 A. Mmm. It would be something I would have remembered. 

11 MR RITCHIE: Thank you very much. 

12 Questions from MR OWEN-THOMAS 

13 MR OWEN-THOMAS: Just very briefly from me if I may. My 

14 name is Owen-Thomas and I ask questions on behalf of 

15 David Green, the father of Stephen Green. 

16 I think you have told us that Mr Benadouda was taken 

17 from the BdV to the CPF after the convoy but before the 

18 attack had finished? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. That is right? Did he describe, do you know, to you or 

21 to others that reached you, any of the vehicles involved 

22 in the convoy or any of the vehicles first of all? 

23 A. In the conversations, and all I recall is there would 

24 have been a number of 4x4 vehicles. The exact number 

25 I can't recall. They had hostages as well as terrorists 
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1 numbers, many of them had their international numbers 

2 too.  So the expats were very well connected, but 

3 I didn't have a systematic list of every single person's 

4 Algerian mobile number and their international number. 

5 Q.  So there is no procedure at the time for collating phone 

6 numbers centrally? 

7 A.  Not phone numbers.  We have a, every day at 6 o'clock, 

8 every site submits a formal -- this is who is on site. 

9 The gates are shut.  This is who is here.  So we collect 

10 that every day.  Every site would provide that centrally 

11 to the liaison teams and a report would be issued to me 

12 and all of the managers, not to everyone, but to the 

13 senior managers saying:  We have 700 people on site. 

14 Eighty-five are at Krechba and these are the list of 

15 names so we know where everyone is but we wouldn't 

16 have -- at the time we didn't have detailed telephone 

17 numbers for every single person. 

18 Q.  Did you have the telephone number of Captain Hocine, the 

19 captain of the Gendarme unit? 

20 A.  Did I? 

21 Q.  Or did anyone at Hassi?  Was that available to the IMT? 

22 A.  The liaison -- many of our liaison team who would have 

23 had regular contacts with the authorities, the police or 

24 the military, may have had that, but that would have 

25 been through a professional relationship rather than 
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1 in them.  Some were, you know, some had rolled over and 

2 some had, you know, either had -- had exploded. That 

3 was it.  Nothing more specific than that. 

4 Q.  Can I take it from that he didn't mention seeing any 

5 person in that journey? 

6 A.  Yes, I mean, I didn't get any information from Lotfi to 

7 say, A was in this car and B was in that car.  I didn't 

8 have that information. 

9 Q.  If you had done would it have been entered into the 

10 log -- 

11 A.  Yes. 

12 Q.  -- that we see there?  So am I right in saying that if 

13 one looks against any individual on that log all of the 

14 information that was gathered up until the time this 

15 document was created is in that document? 

16 A.  Yes. 

17 MR OWEN-THOMAS:  Thank you. 

18 Questions from MS GOLLOP 

19 MS GOLLOP:  Hello, Mr Yates, I ask questions on behalf of 

20 Belinda Green, Stephen Green's wife. 

21 Did you at Hassi have lists of mobile telephone 

22 numbers of BP employees on the site? 

23 A.  Not systematically, you know, so the teams working in 

24 this sort of environment, the teams, particularly the 

25 expat teams many of them had local Algerian mobile 
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1 them formally issuing it. 

2 Q.  So you had Mr Wigg with you, didn't you, at the IMT? 

3 A.  Yes. 

4 Q.  Did you speak to him about can you contact the captain 

5 of the Gendarme at In Amenas and speak to him? 

6 A.  What John had confirmed he had done prior to the very 

7 first mobilisation, John had been in that role for 

8 a long time, he had called five military personnel, 

9 senior military personnel just before he called me on 

10 that first morning. 

11 Q.  So let us be clear about this.  You were told by Mr Wigg 

12 that he had spoken to a number of Algerian military 

13 personnel just before 6 o'clock on the morning of 

14 16 January? 

15 A.  That's correct, and I think that is in my statement. 

16 Q.  He had spoken to five people? 

17 A.  I didn't write it in my log but I recall the 

18 conversation, spoken to five military people. 

19 Q.  My question was -- 

20 THE CORONER:  Do you want to just check, you think that is 

21 in your statement.  Do you want to see? 

22 A.  Yes, it is on page 2, I think.  John informed me that he 

23 had already called for Algerian military assistance and 

24 this was some form of attack, some form of attack.  So 

25 John informed me that he had called for military 
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assistance. I recall in the conversation that was five 

telephone calls. 

MS GOLLOP: What about making contact with the Gendarme at 

In Amenas? Could you have done that? 

A. I wasn't aware that we had their direct telephone 

number. So if I had had that direct telephone number 

they may have received our call, but that wasn't -- 

I did not have that. 

Q. We have heard evidence that a number of people escaped 

and walked across the desert for hours and hours? 

A. That's correct. 

Q. And various vehicles passed them by and refused to stop 

and pick them up and so on. Was any of that in your 

control? 

A. In my control? None of this was in my control. You 

know, I had no -- the Hassi IMT had actually no authority 

on the ground. This was a military operation now,          

as soon as the attack happened the military took over   

and so they have -- which is normal -- they would have   

no protocols of communicating with a civilian oil and    

gas organisation. One of our priorities was to try and 

identify where everyone was. We had information on who 

was on site from our log stats so we had a quite 

clear view who was on, who was there at the start of the 

incident. 
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1 Q.  It is close to nonexistent from what you are saying? 

2 A.  Absolutely.  The military never called me once.  The 

3 military never offered any support.  But they wouldn't. 

4 This is a military operation.  I got some information 

5 from the site, from some very brave Algerians and some 

6 nationals to try and piece together a story.  And 

7 a response to actually try and help.  It was a very 

8 difficult situation. 

9 Q.  It sounds very frustrating. 

10 A.  Very traumatic, you know.  These are our friends, 

11 colleagues, so it was, but we did evacuate 1,753 

12 nationals and 550 expats.  So we did help, albeit maybe 

13 not what we wanted to do.  We could have done more. 

14 Q.  To your knowledge has there been any sort of 

15 investigation by the JV as to what happened at 

16 In Amenas? 

17 A.  So the JV is -- everyone will be aware the JV is made up 

18 of three shareholders, BP -- 

19 Q.  We have got that. 

20 A.  Yes.  So the JV have not conducted an independent 

21 investigation on that and that has been a choice 

22 supported by our shareholders.  They have told us: we 

23 don't want you to do a formal investigation. 

24 Q.  Do you know why? 

25 A.  I think they -- we would have to ask them, but I think 
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We had got reports that people had escaped. We also 

had reports that a large number of people had walked for 

many, many hours and they had got themselves located on 

one of the well sites. So we managed -- I was trying to 

be -- I was trying to understand if there was anyone 

else. My biggest concern was I didn't have accounted 

for everyone. I didn't know where everyone was. Now 

I've just found -- we sent some helicopters or the 

military informed us that they had sent helicopters to 

get these people but they were miles and miles away. 

And my concern was there were still people in the 

desert, you know, and to this day even though I had made 

requests of the authorities through my Sonatrach 

colleagues, could you please confirm that we have 

scanned the area and there is no poor soul walking in 

the desert, to this day I still don't know what the 

answer to that is. 

Q. Whether they? 

A. Whether they scanned, yes. The military won't give me 

feedback on stuff like that. I even asked the FBI at 

the time. Could you please tell me that at least 

someone is scanning the desert. 

One of the things that was very clear is that the 

communication from the authorities back to my team was 

very limited. 
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1 with the investigation that Statoil were pushing BP's 

2 stance on investigations is very clear.  This is 

3 a criminal act.  We do not normally investigate criminal 

4 acts and Sonatrach have been very quiet on what they are 

5 planning to do.  I don't know what Sonatrach's response 

6 is, for instance. 

7 Q.  Has anybody asked Sonatrach? 

8 A.  I haven't.  I don't know if any of the shareholders 

9 have.  The way the JV operates, there is a council that 

10 meets a number of times a year where people like me 

11 would report to that CdG council.  That would be the 

12 arena of agreeing what the senior shareholders would do. 

13 I don't normally chair that meeting.  I'm a reporter at 

14 that meeting.  So that would be the body of people that 

15 would do that. 

16 Q.  You have talked about this being a military operation 

17 and everything falling under the control of the 

18 military.  Does the same go for control of body remains 

19 and bodies at the morgue, that is also out of your 

20 control, is that right? 

21 A. That would be again -- and particularly if we had 

22 someone who passed away on site in my operation and it 

23 wasn't a criminal -- we didn't believe it was a criminal 

24 act, then we have some procedures set aside for doing 

25 that. Within Algeria there are some protocols you have 
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1 to do when you have someone who has died on site. This 

2 particular event, you know, this is a massive security 

3 event and a very difficult response and again that would 

4 sit with the authorities. I have no influence 

5 whatsoever to say: I would like you to put that person 

6 not in this place but in this place. So ... 

7 MS GOLLOP: Thank you. 

8 A. No problem. 

9 Questions from MR GARNHAM 

10 MR GARNHAM: Mr Yates, my name is Garnham and I represent 

11 the family of Messrs Morgan, Barlow, Whiteside and 

12 Bilsland. 

13 When you were woken up at 5.55 in the morning of 

14 16 January and were told that In Amenas was under attack 

15 what was your immediate reaction? 

16 A. My immediate reaction, I was horrified. Horrified. 

17 I mean, at the time, you know, the reports given to me 

18 was shots were fired. That was the telephone call that 

19 I received from John Wigg, "Shots have been fired at 

20 In Amenas". 

21 Q. Had you ever contemplated the possibility of an attack 

22 on a base like this? 

23 A. Of this scale? 

24 Q. Of any scale. 

25 A. I think our security -- 
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1 it is a smaller, local IMT to actually, on scene to 

2 respond. 

3 Q. A rather dangerous assumption, is it not? 

4 A. It depends on the design of your plant. My LIMT at 

5 Krechba is right at the middle of my CPF site. It 

6 doesn't just have the normal security protection. It is 

7 probably the most secure site in the whole area, so if 

8 you have an event that totally overtakes your security 

9 systems, then, you know, I don't think it is a dangerous 

10 assumption. I think you obviously clearly have 

11 something wrong if that occurs. 

12 Q. You told us that John Wigg told you that he had already 

13 called for Algerian military assistance? 

14 A. That's correct. 

15 Q. Are we to understand then that the trigger for the 

16 involvement of the Algerian military into the In Amenas 

17 incident was contact by the JV? 

18 A. I would say not. 

19 Q. How do you know that? 

20 A. Well, one, the -- it would be part of -- let me 

21 rephrase. 

22 Q. Did Mr Wigg tell you "they know about it"? 

23 A. I am trying to recall the conversation now. The 

24 conversation I had with John was "I've informed five 

25 military people that I know that this is going on." 
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1 Q.  Had you personally ever thought: we could face an attack 

2 by mobile terrorists on one of our bases? 

3 A. Oh absolutely, it was part of some of our security. 

4 Q.  What contingency planning did you have in place were 

5 that to occur? 

6 A.  I think -- I wouldn't sort of say contingency planning 

7 I would just say planning.  So you know, I would from my 

8 sites I would make sure that they're adequately staffed. 

9 I would make sure I have the right people on site who 

10 are trained.  Some procedures that can support and help. 

11 Q.  Was this reduced to documentary form? 

12 A.  As part of our emergency response processes there's 

13 documents, there's on call teams et cetera, so, yes. 

14 Q.  Why was there no emergency response team at, effective 

15 emergency response team at In Amenas? 

16 A.  Why -- well obviously, and again it is not my plant but 

17 obviously their LIMT was not functional because 

18 everyone -- 

19 Q.  Because of the attack? 

20 A.  Yes. 

21 Q.  Was that contemplated in advance, the possibility of an 

22 attack that made ineffective the local IMT? 

23 A.  I can't speak for In Amenas.  I can speak for In Salah. 

24 In all our responses to security threats and problems we 

25 always -- we assume that we have a functioning, even if 
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1 Q. Did he tell you that they already knew? 

2 A. I can't recall. 

3 Q. You had a means then, did you, of contacting the 

4 Algerian military direct? 

5 A. We have. 

6 Q. Because he used it? 

7 A. He used it, yes, but I think that was not -- in our 

8 emergency response procedures we don't have a telephone 

9 number in the emergency response manuals which says 

10 "This is this is the military general please call him". 

11 Q. But he had some means of doing that? 

12 A. Yes, John had been with the JV for a number of years, in 

13 regular contact with colonels et cetera so ... 

14 Q. And that presumably was a line of communication that 

15 remained open thereafter? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. When you received the messages from the terrorists about 

18 what their demands were and what they required, did you 

19 contact the military, the Algerian military, about that 

20 direct? 

21 A. No, our protocols for contacting the military in Algeria 

22 is through our Algerian colleagues. 

23 Q. But you could have done as was demonstrated by what 

24 Mr Wigg did? 

25 A. Could have done, our protocols are any communication 
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1 with authorities should not come through the other 

2 shareholders, they should come through the Algerian 

3 shareholders. 

4 Q. So was Mr Wigg wrong to contact the Algerian military 

5 authorities himself? 

6 A. I don't think you can criticise anyone for making a call 

7 to people that may be able to offer some support. 

8 Q. I don't. On the contrary, he demonstrated that there 

9 was the facility to make that connection. That could 

10 have been used, could it not, later on during the course 

11 of those three days? 

12 A. Absolutely. 

13 Q. Was it? 

14 A. No. 

15 Q. And that was because you were sticking to the protocol? 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. Did you have any way of ensuring that messages you had 

18 asked Sonatrach to pass on to the military had in fact 

19 been passed on to them? 

20 A. Only by getting feedback from my colleague in Sonatrach. 

21 Q. Sonatrach? 

22 A. Sonatrach colleague in Algeria. 

23 Q. So you had made the decision that you would go through 

24 Sonatrach and you had no way of checking whether he had 

25 done what you had asked him except by asking him? 
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A.  I wouldn't say -- also my judgment.  I'm an experienced 

crisis manager. 

Q.  Have you ever dealt with something like this before? 

A.  Not of this scale. 

Q.  Have you ever dealt with hostage taking before? 

A.  Not hostage, no. 

Q. Carry on. 

A.  So in my judgment, absolutely.  I -- and the military 

wouldn't speak to a civilian organisation, I know that. 

Q.  They spoke to John Wigg, didn't they? 

A.  This is a one way conversation from John to say "I have 

been informed of this, do you know?"  And that was it. 

Q.  And they then must have told him, you think, that they 

knew? 

A.  I didn't get any feedback from that.  So it would just 

be hearsay for me to say that they knew about it. 

Q.  Last question, can I just ask you about a sentence in 

your witness statement, your police witness statement on 

page 5 of 14, please.  You say almost exactly halfway 

down page 5: 

"We received feedback from various embassies that 

help was coming." 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  From which embassies? 

A.  So at the beginning of my mobilisation we were trying to 
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1 A.  Absolutely.  That would be the protocol that we would 

2 use. 

3 Q.  Had the need for communication between you and the 

4 Algerian military ever been put through a test?  Had you 

5 ever conducted some sort of table top or invented 

6 scenario test to see how this operated on a practice? 

7 A. We have had a number of -- in In Salah, I can only speak 

8 for In Salah because I don't look after In Amenas, for 

9 In Salah we have had a number of desktop exercises we 

10 would do reasonably regularly. 

11 Q.  Do they involve the military? 

12 A.  Locally, yes, but it wouldn't be a big -- wouldn't be 

13 a huge great mobilisation.  It would be a local 

14 relationship with the liaison -- the OLC on site with 

15 maybe the captain, a radio message. They're on the same 

16 radios you remember so if we were having a muster 

17 exercise on our plants then one of the actions would be 

18 the liaison manager or the liaison guy on site would 

19 radio to the military in ISG's case, we're doing an 

20 exercise, I have accounted for X people.  So that would 

21 be the interface we would use. 

22 Q.  Is this a fair summary, that the only reason why you did 

23 not connect, I am sorry, contact directly the Algerian 

24 military to relay the demands you had received from the 

25 terrorists was because of the existence of the protocol? 
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make contact with all the -- 

Q.  It is quite a simple question.  Which embassies did you 

receive help from? 

A.  The Americans. 

Q.  And the Americans only? 

A.  The Americans were the coordinating embassy.  We 

received help from the Norwegians, so that -- my 

dealings was with Dean Vitale he was the Americans, he 

was coordinating the all the embassies. 

Q. When you said you received feedback from various 

embassies, in the plural, that suggests more than one, 

the Americans? 

A.  As I said, the Americans coordinated the embassy support 

to us.  In the conversations I had with the American embassy 

they had support from the Norwegian embassy and the 

French embassies and the British embassy.  I didn't have 

any direct contact with those other embassies. 

I just targeted my response to Dean who was coordinating 

on behalf of that. 

Q.  And Dean is who? 

A.  Dean is the defence attache. 

Q.  Surname please? 

A.  Colonel Dean Vitale. 

Q.  And he is an American embassy official? 

A.  The description I got of his role is he was defence 
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1 attache for the American embassy sitting up in Algiers. 

2 I got his contact when an aircraft landed at In Amenas, 

3 an American aircraft landed at In Amenas, my logistic 

4 man managed to speak to the pilot and he gave me Dean's 

5 number.  We contacted and then the support from the 

6 embassy started to come from there. 

7 Q.  You had no direct contact with the British embassy? 

8 A. I didn't, no. 

9 Q. Do you know if anybody else did? 

10 A.  Bill Johnston was assigned, one of his roles was to 

11 actually try and make contact with the embassies.  We 

12 did have later on as, we did have later on as the 

13 response -- we did have, the British embassy did come 

14 down to site, I believe they actually visited 

15 Hassi Messaoud also, so there was some contact. 

16 MR GARNHAM:  Thank you very much. 

17 THE CORONER:  Can you just help me with this: so far as 

18 communicating with the military was concerned, which did 

19 you think would be more effective, if you tried doing it 

20 yourself direct or if you went via Sonatrach and 

21 whatever the answer is, why? 

22 A.  I think what I know about the way the shareholders, 

23 Sonatrach, BP and Statoil are organised, when you have 

24 such an event, in Algeria I was aware that the Sonatrach 

25 organisation had a military representative sitting on 
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1 Q.  Without wanting to sound rude, how do you know that 

2 there is such a gentleman within the Sonatrach?  Is this 

3 just something they have told you? 

4 A.  So during the incident, remembering this was the first 

5 time I think all shareholders' outside country response 

6 teams were mobilised, so in the initial conversations 

7 with my colleague Rabah, who actually was in, Algiers 

8 you know, who's in your room?  Who's heading up your 

9 response team in Algiers?  And he mentioned "we have 

10 a direct contact with the military".  I said "Oh right, 

11 okay.  So if I have a request for the military I'm going 

12 to come to you Rabah.  You can pass it on to your 

13 colleague sitting next to you, is that okay?"  "Yes". 

14 That protocol was agreed. 

15 Q.  Did you tell that gentleman, relay to him the messages 

16 you had had from the hostages in real time: "Tell the 

17 military to back off"? 

18 A.  The ah, I only received -- I only was party to one 

19 telephone call or two telephone calls with Bill.  We 

20 relayed that telephone call back to Andy Collins, back 

21 to BP because I was aware that he had received a very 

22 similar call and I relayed that back to the Sonatrach 

23 IMT team too, to say that's what they were saying.  Did 

24 I do it absolutely immediately?  No.  Our priority was 

25 to get it to Andy Collins because I knew he was in 
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1 their emergency response team.  So, you know, my 

2 colleague, my Sonatrach equivalent who is sitting in 

3 this emergency response team has access to military 

4 personnel.  I can't even talk to them.  You know, so my 

5 assumption was to try and get some help from there and 

6 our feedback from them was very poor.  Even though 

7 a request had gone in I was very concerned that I wanted 

8 to make sure that the desert was scanned to see that 

9 there were any survivors.  I asked directly to the 

10 Sonatrach organisation.  I asked directly to BP. 

11 I asked -- I also got messages to the FBI saying "look, 

12 I know you have drones up.  I need to understand. 

13 I haven't accounted for everyone", and even went very 

14 high up in my own company to see if I could help but the 

15 information coming back to the only local team, and 

16 we're not that local, we are hundreds of miles away from 

17 In Amenas, was very difficult. 

18 Further questions from MS GOLLOP 

19 MS GOLLOP:  I wonder if I might just briefly ask two 

20 questions. 

21 THE CORONER:  Yes. 

22 MS GOLLOP:  What is the name of the military member of 

23 Sonatrach's security committee?  Or the gentleman to 

24 whom you were just referring. 

25 A.  I don't know.  I don't know. 
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1 direct contact with the terrorists.  Thereafter we would 

2 brief the Algerian team on an ad hoc sort of basis. 

3 Q.  Did you speak to the gentleman called Rabah who had 

4 a military man in the room with him? 

5 A.  I don't know if the military man was in the room with 

6 him but Rabah himself was in the Algerian/Sonatrach's 

7 emergency response centre and I don't know what it's 

8 like but it would have a number of rooms associated with 

9 it.  Where that military person was sitting I don't 

10 know. 

11 Q.  But you told that gentleman, Rabah? 

12 A.  Rabah, my counterpart, yes. 

13 Q.  About the demand by the terrorist? 

14 A.  Yes. 

15 Q.  The only other thing I wanted to ask, you were asked by 

16 Mr Garnham a question just now about where your IMT is, 

17 where you are now.  Have I got that right?  You said it 

18 is in the heart of your CPF? 

19 A.  What I said was I have a number of sites I look after in 

20 In Salah Gas.  My biggest site is Krechba.  My local IMT 

21 at Krechba is right in the heart of the control building 

22 in the centre of my plant in the CPF area which is -- 

23 the whole area has double fencing but this one is like 

24 within another one.  So in it's the part of the plant 

25 where he can see all the plant, and he can make any 
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1 executive actions he requires and it is a secure area. 

2 Q.  Is it what you would call a safe haven? 

3 A. No, it is not. This is a building. I have no safe 

4 havens in In Salah. 

5 Q.  But it is a super secure area? 

6 A. It is a secure area. 

7 MS GOLLOP:  Thank you. 

8 Further questions from MR RITCHIE 

9 MR RITCHIE:  Sorry, to add there is one further question. 

10 I have just beaten my learned friend Mr Owen-Thomas to 

11 his feet.  I wonder if the organogram that I handed up 

12 to you, sir, could be handed to this witness because 

13 Rabah may be top right of that organogram just to 

14 identify his surname. 

15 THE CORONER:  All right, we can no doubt see it on the 

16 document. 

17 MR RITCHIE:  If he can confirm that perhaps from a piece of 

18 paper.  Perhaps it doesn't need to be said.  If that 

19 could be passed to the witness.  (Handed).  At the top 

20 right there is a box with a name in it.  Without seeing 

21 it is that the gentleman to whom you refer? 

22 A. No, I know who this gentleman is. 

23 Q.  This is another one, is it? 

24 A.  My Sonatrach counterpart is a member of the JOC.  His 

25 name is -- I can say his name? His name is Mokhtari. 
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1 rather than "I'm going to do anything", so the 

2 authorities should have made, you know, I would imagine 

3 they would have take photographs and so on. 

4 MR OWEN-THOMAS:  I have no doubt they did but unfortunately 

5 we don't have that.  Thank you very much. 

6 Questions from MR POPAT 

7 MR POPAT:  Mr Yates, I ask questions on behalf of BP and 

8 just I think four short matters if I may. 

9 First, you were asked a number of questions about 

10 contact with the military.  Is the position before the 

11 attack, as you understand it, that the arrangements 

12 within the JV were that the liaison team were to be the 

13 sole point of contact with the Algerian military? 

14 A.  From the JV's point of view, yes. 

15 Q.  And does it follow that certainly before the incident 

16 there was no contact between the civilian organisation, 

17 the oil and gas company, and the military because the 

18 liaison team, and Mr Wigg is a part of the liaison team, 

19 was to be the sole point of contact? 

20 A.  Correct. 

21 Q.  Second, you were just asked about the building in which 

22 your LIMT would be located at one of the sites within 

23 the In Salah location.  I think it was suggested to you 

24 it was perhaps a super secure building.  Can we just 

25 understand, it is a building which is behind an 
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1 He is my counterpart.  The Sonatrach security adviser, 

2 this chap, (Indicated) he would have been in the 

3 emergency response team, but the person I was speaking 

4 to was the Sonatrach, Rabah Mokhtari. 

5 Q.  On your JOC? 

6 A.  Yes. 

7 MR RITCHIE:  Thank you.  Sorry, I thought it would help in 

8 fact it didn't, but forgive me. 

9 Further questions from MR OWEN-THOMAS 

10 MR OWEN-THOMAS:  Forgive me, sir.  May I, just one question. 

11 You were giving some evidence about the task 

12 undertaken by a gentleman we have called K? 

13 A.  Yes. 

14 Q.  And you have told us that no documentation was produced 

15 as a result of that as far as you are aware? 

16 A.  I didn't ask him to generate any documents. 

17 Q.  Can I just confirm, does that include, do you know 

18 whether any diagrams or photos were taken whilst that 

19 exercise was being undertaken? 

20 A.  I don't know. 

21 Q.  Thank you very much. 

22 A.  What I do, maybe to add to that, what I do -- as part of 

23 that K would have been with the authorities, following 

24 the authorities' protocol.  So his role really would 

25 have been more like "I know who this individual is" 
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1 additional fence beyond the perimeter fences? 

2 A. Correct. 

3 Q. Two other matters which just require looking at the 

4 incident log, please. If you could help us, it is just 

5 at the back of your statement. 

6 A. Okay. 

7 Q. Page 1. There is an entry for 16 January timed at 6.10. 

8 It is the second entry for 6.10 in the morning? 

9 A. Okay. 

10 Q. It records that "Gendarme are outside BdV. No 

11 information. One expat injured." 

12 I am not sure it is clear from your statement where 

13 that information came from to you, I suppose first of 

14 all, is it correct to assume that that information came 

15 to you from somewhere else? 

16 A. That information would have come into my team in some 

17 fashion. 

18 Q. Do you know where that came from? 

19 A. I don't know for sure. I suspect it's probably a text 

20 message going to the liaison manager, but I don't know. 

21 Q. The final entry, just to ask you about, is on page 7. 

22 The entry you have looked at for 17.25 records "Reports 

23 of smoke coming from the CPF", which appears to be 

24 a report coming from Mr Benadouda? 

25 A. Correct. 
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1 Q. Is that right? 

2 A. That's correct. 

3 Q. And then if we go on in the chronology to 19 January at 

4 page 9 at 16.15 we have the entry that Mr Benadouda is 

5 "On the scene with the military", and that is at the 

6 CPF? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. And that again comes from Mr Benadouda? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. If you look just below that at 16.16 you have recorded 

11 that there is an update received from SH IMT. Is that 

12 the Sonatrach team? 

13 A. Sonatrach. So this would have come from -- military 

14 would have spoken to the military adviser in Sonatrach 

15 and that would have filtered down to my IMT in Hassi. 

16 Q. So in addition to the information you had received from 

17 Mr Benadouda, who had been on site at the CPF on 

18 19 January at about 4.15, a minute or so later there is 

19 an update from the Sonatrach IMT confirming that the 

20 military operation was completed and that the bomb squad 

21 was sweeping the area; is that right? 

22 A. That's correct. 

23 Q. At any stage in the course of those discussions that 

24 update were you informed that hostages were still alive 

25 and on site at the CPF? 
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1 (12.00 pm) 

2 (A short break) 

3 (12.15 pm) 

4 MS DOLAN: Sir, the next witness is Mr Posada. 

5 MR FELIPE POSADA (sworn) 

6 Questions from MS DOLAN 

7 MS DOLAN: Mr Posada, can you give us your full name please? 

8 A. My name is Felipe Posada. 

9 Q. And I think you worked for BP and what is your role at 

10 BP? 

11 A. At the moment I'm senior vice president for the regions 

12 and I'm based in Houston. 

13 Q. At the time of these events what was your role? 

14 A. At the time of the events I was the regional president 

15 for BP North Africa. 

16 Q. And I think you were involved in the crisis management 

17 once events unfolded. Can you just explain what the 

18 response management system is? We have heard about the 

19 LIMT which we know that in the In Amenas events couldn't 

20 function and we have heard about the IMT at Hassi. 

21 What's the layers above that? 

22 A. So in BP we have a management system which is a three 

23 tiered system and it is basically made up of the IMT, 

24 which is the one that is closest to the incident. Then 

25 there is the business support team which is normally 
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1 A.  Hostages at the CPF?  After this point, no, I was -- 

2 there was no one reported to be alive at that point. 

3 Q.  Thank you.  Sorry, there is just one matter if I may. 

4 Just the green bundle you were taken to a document 

5 behind divider 19.  Just to make sure we have understood 

6 that document correctly. 7

 A.  19? 

8 Q.  Divider 19, Mr Yates.  We can deal with it very shortly. 

9 Page 214.  You were taken to entries in relation to the 

10 fence and the second one in identifies vulnerable points 

11 and I think the entry you were taken to was item 

12 number 6 re low quality mesh and chain link. 

13 Is it right that if we go on in that same column, so 

14 the column below, "Environmental considerations", set 

15 out a number of things such as "the forces must be wind 

16 resistant" and so on, that at three, "designed to 

17 prevent the build-up of sand" and "steel mesh or quality 

18 chain link are preferable." 

19 Is that the type of arrangement that exists for the 

20 fencing at In Salah? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 MR POPAT:  Thank you, Mr Yates. 

23 THE CORONER:  Thank you very much indeed. 

24 (The witness withdrew) 

25 THE CORONER: We will have 15 minutes. 

Page 78 

 
1 outside of the country, in this case it was in the UK in 

2 Sunbury, and then basically that business support team 

3 provides additional support to the IMT as may be 

4 required and then in very special cases when the crisis 

5 is obviously very significant then we have access to the 

6 third tier of the response which is the executive 

7 support team and that is the one that basically deals 

8 with communications and information with the government 

9 and some of these kind of bigger strategic issues in 

10 terms of management over the crisis.  So those are the 

11 three tiers. 

12 Q.  And your involvement was with which of those tiers. 

13 A.  My involvement was with the BST.  The business support 

14 teams in Sunbury at the time when I was leading the team 

15 during the first three days of the incident providing 

16 support to the IMT and I was also obviously providing 

17 information to the BST that was one level up. 

18 Q.  Would that mean also that the BST are providing 

19 information back to you as well about their negotiations 

20 with governments at this level? 

21 A.  Yes, correct.  So between the three tiers there was 

22 information going both ways.  Correct. 

23 Q.  Tell us when you first learnt of the incident having 

24 taken place? 

25 A.  So on the day of the incident at about 6 o'clock in the 
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morning I was asleep. I got a call from someone called 

David Lighting. He is someone who works for BP in group 

security. He told me that he had received information 

that there was a security incident going on in In Amenas 

and he asked whether I knew anything about it. 

Obviously I had heard nothing about it so I said "No, 

I haven't but I'll find out and I'll get back to you as 

soon as I can." 

Q. And I think he was in Mexico when he called you? 

A. Correct, he was in Mexico. He called because I believe 

he had received information from somebody else but he 

wasn't quite sure the names of who they were. He just 

said it looks like there's something. Do you know 

anything more detailed about it? So I said no. 

Q. Was it already preordained you would be heading the 

business support team? Was that a role you already had 

or was that allocated because of the crisis? 

A. Yes, so for the business support team in Sunbury the 

more senior person would normally head up that team. So 

that would be me by default. 

Q. It just seems unusual that the first person you hear it 

from is another colleague in Mexico who isn't connected 

with the events. Is there some explanation for that? 

A. No, no, no, I think he was -- he happened to hear it 

from somebody else. He called me. I don't think he 
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Andy Collins.  So this was sent at about 5.30 that 

morning and basically it said that there is a security 

incident at In Amenas, there's a lock down and I think he 

said the IMT had been set up and that he was going to 

the office, so that was basically it. 

Q.  Again, so it appears that Andy Collins had been trying 

to contact you by text and hadn't succeeded? 

A. Correct, yes. 

Q.  Because you had been asleep -- 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  -- at that time? 

A.  Yes, that's right. 

Q. At 5.30 UK time which would have been 6.30 in Algeria? 

A.  That's right. 

Q.  So I think you went into the office? 

A.  Yes, I went to the office.  As I was somewhere between 

the point I left and I got to the office I called Barry 

Shaw to find out whether he knew anything about this. 

I understand he was in the airport. He was on his way 

to Algeria, to In Amenas in fact, and he told me that 

the flight had been cancelled.  That he also had very 

scant information that apparently there had been an 

incident with the bus but that that was all that was 

known at the time.  So I just went on my way to Sunbury, 

arrived in Sunbury some time between 7 and 7.30 in the 
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necessarily called me because he thought I was the BST 

leader. He called me because he knew I was the regional 

president for north Africa. So he called and said, "do 

you know anything about this event?" And I said "no". 

Q. And I think then you realised you did have text messages 

from Carlos Estrada? 

A. Correct. So as soon as I hung up the phone I realised 

there were two text messages that had come between 5 and 

6 UK time. So the first time was from Carlos Estrada. 

This was a text from 5.03 as I can remember. It was just 

one line saying: "Help, we are at In Amenas. We're 

being attacked." That was effectively what it said. 

Q. Just pausing there. That is 5.03 on your phone in the 

UK? 

A. UK, yes. 

Q. So do you know what time that would have been in 

In Amenas? 

A. 6.03. 

Q. And I think Carlos Estrada wasn't just a colleague, he 

was a friend of yours? 

A. He was a very close friend. 

Q. So you said there were two messages from Carlos and the 

first one said, "Help, we're being attacked." Do you 

remember the content of the second one? 

A. The second was not from Carlos. It was from 
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morning UK time. 

Q.  In your witness statement you put that at about 7.25? 

A.  Yes, yes, correct.  So when I got into the crisis room 

at Sunbury the only person who was there at the time was 

Andy Collins and he was on the phone and he was 

basically taking some notes of the conversation he was 

having on the phone. 

Q.  Once the call was finished I think you found out 

something about that call? 

A.  Yes, so obviously I could see what he was writing and 

I think he was basically summarising the content of that 

conversation.  He had been speaking to the terrorist who 

had called him from Victor Sneberg's telephone, mobile 

phone, and at that point he basically said that they 

were in the plant, that there were hostages from various 

nationalities and that he wanted to speak to the 

president of the company.  He didn't say anything more 

is my recollection in terms of what other demands.  He 

said he would call back and I think he said at that time 

that he was a member of Al Qaeda. 

Q.  I think that led you to activate what you called the 

group crisis team.  That is another term.  What is that? 

A. That is the EST. So the protocol is that obviously as 

soon as you hear the incident there's a judgment as to 

whether you need to activate that group or not.  The 
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1 protocol says that you need to speak to certain people. 

2 In this case it was my line manager and I spoke to my 

3 line manager, who was Bob Fryar at the time.  I told him 

4 what he knew about the incident and obviously that 

5 I believe that this was something that required the 

6 activation of the EST and so he did that. 

7 Q.  I think the terrorists called back again around about 

8 8.40 UK time.  Do you recall that call and what they 

9 then said, what was then said? 

10 A.  Well, there were a number of calls during that morning. 

11 I believe they probably called almost once every hour. 

12 I wasn't present for all the calls but I was told about 

13 these calls by Andy Collins and others.  So I may have 

14 heard some aspects of it but I do not recall whether 

15 I was present for the 8.40 call. 

16 Q.  What you put in your witness statement was the 

17 terrorists saying that there is military action around 

18 the base and their demand to get in touch with the 

19 Algerian government? 

20 A.  Correct, so at some point, whether it was the 8.40 or 

21 not, they did say that they wanted the military to push 

22 back and that was kind of a first demand that we heard 

23 about at that time. 

24 Q.  And I think round about 9 o'clock you spoke with 

25 Sonatrach.  I should say in your witness statement you 
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came in? 

A. The terrorists was -- all the calls were coming in to 

the same telephone, which was Andy's phone so Andy 

Collins was the person taking the call and he was 

speaking to the terrorist who I believe was the same 

terrorist who identified him himself as Shedad. 

Q. Thereafter was he the only person that was taking the 

calls from Shedad? 

A. He was the person who was having the interaction with 

Shedad. Obviously during the course of the day every 

time the call came in he would be the -- put on the 

speakerphone or the big kind of phone in the room and 

there were other people listening to those conversations 

as well. 

Q. Because I think Control Risk came in and gave you some 

assistance? 

A. At some point there was someone from Control Risk who 

came in. I can't remember exactly what time. 

Q. And then the Metropolitan Police arrived as well? 

A. Correct, the Metropolitan Police came round and they 

were there throughout the incident providing advice to 

Andy and the individuals that were taking the calls. 

Q. By what time was your executive support team up and 

running, so to speak, or running? 

A. Early on. I think -- when I spoke to my line manager it 
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1 say "we spoke" so first of all who spoke with Sonatrach? 

2 A.  Yes, so there was a call that was placed to Sonatrach, 

3 I think it was originally placed by Andy Collins.  It 

4 was on the speakerphone so I walked into that room and 

5 the room that Andy Collins was in was a room that was 

6 completely adjacent to the crisis room where we all 

7 were.  So I went in and out of that room several times. 

8 When I went there the conversation had just started and 

9 we were having the conversation with two people from 

10 Sonatrach, Mr Said Sahnoun and Mr Kamel Chiki who were 

11 the two individuals in Sonatrach who were our main 

12 contacts. 

13 Q.  What were they saying to you? 

14 A.  They didn't say much.  We told them that, I mean, 

15 obviously they were aware of the incident, we told them 

16 what we knew.  We told them about the demands to pull 

17 the military back and they said "Thank you for the 

18 information.  We will pass it back on".  They didn't 

19 really give us any more information.  We were looking 

20 for more information and they really didn't give us any 

21 more information.  I don't know possibly because they 

22 didn't have any more information to share with us. 

23 Q.  And I think you said many calls were coming in from the 

24 terrorists, I think you said about every hour.  Who was 

25 the person that was speaking to the terrorists when it 
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was probably 7.45 or so and I believe I had the first 

briefing with them probably around 8.15 or 8.30, so just 

the time it took them to gather the initial group of 

people and then we started having regular conversations 

with them. So the process for me I was kind of running 

the BST so I was making sure everyone in the BST was 

briefed around what was going on. We were getting 

briefings from the IMT and we were also having briefings 

with the EST. So we kind of tried to do that in 

a structured way so that everyone had an opportunity to 

find out exactly what was going on. The reality is that 

it was quite chaotic because of the nature of the 

incident and, you know, there were calls coming in from 

the terrorists every now and then so we kind of stepped 

away from that and took the calls and came back but over 

a period of time it stabilised. 

Q. I am not going to take you in detail through the 

terrorist's calls because Andy Collins who received the 

calls is going to have an opportunity to go through them 

in more detail but in broad terms the calls coming in 

and out that morning were asking the military to call 

back and threatening to blow up the plant if demands are 

not met or threatening to kill hostages if demands are 

not met? 

A. That's correct. 
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1 Q.  What liaison were you made aware of between the 

2 executive support team and both government in Algeria 

3 and military in Algeria?  Was there any liaison going on 

4 to pass on these demands? 

5 A.  Well, what we were doing was to make sure that we were 

6 talking to the Algerian government at multiple levels so 

7 Andy Collins and myself were speaking to Sonatrach.  We 

8 asked our chief executive Bob Dudley to talk to the 

9 Minister of Energy in Algeria and he passed on the same 

10 demands.  And we were also liaising with the British 

11 government here, so there was someone from the 

12 Metropolitan Police sitting in the EST and one of our 

13 executives from BP was having conversations at a very 

14 high level with the Foreign Office and the Government's 

15 special security adviser. 

16 Q.  Can I ask you about the information you were getting 

17 back from those people you have just mentioned starting 

18 with Sonatrach. Because you said at first Sonatrach 

19 didn't pass you much information.  As things went on 

20 what was coming from Sonatrach to you? 

21 A. I think subsequently they said that they had basically 

22 passed on the information over, I'm not sure exactly to 

23 who, but that they had kind of handed on the 

24 information.  During the course of the first two days we 

25 were given a telephone number to call back and I think 
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1 minister. He did that. We received confirmation back 

2 from the EST that the conversation had been had and that 

3 the minister was obviously aware of the demands and that 

4 he would pass those demands on to the relevant person 

5 within the Algerian government. That's all we heard 

6 back from him. 

7 Q. I think you were making some handwritten notes in an 

8 incident management log as things were progressing. If 

9 you need to refresh your memory from the notes they 

10 should be behind the witness statement that is in front 

11 of you. Have you found them? 

12 A. Yes. 

13 Q. And there should be in red at the top of it some page 

14 numbers? 

15 A. Correct. 

16 Q. On page 14 of those, it is not dated and I think 

17 throughout there aren't many times and dates that we can 

18 locate by, you have recorded "Bob, energy minister in 

19 negotiations with terrorists". Can you help us with 

20 what that means? 

21 A. I think this may have been at some point there was 

22 a discussion around bringing a negotiator and then we 

23 would allow them in and we would have that conversation. 

24 So I think this could have been the request of, you 

25 know, there is a request of having a negotiation, and 
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1 this was referred to at some point as the Mali telephone 

2 number and we passed that on to Sonatrach and I remember 

3 Sonatrach saying "yes, they already had the number", so 

4 the military or whoever it was already had those numbers 

5 and they were basically telling us, "Thank you," in 

6 other words, none of the information we were giving them 

7 was new to them. 

8 Q.  When you say the telephone number to call back, this was 

9 something the terrorists said, call to this telephone? 

10 A.  Yes. 

11 Q.  And what you are telling them seems to have not been 

12 new.  Are they telling you anything that they have 

13 learnt? 

14 A.  No, no. 

15 Q.  Even Sonatrach as your partner company in the venture 

16 are not giving you any information about their 

17 understanding of what's going on? 

18 A.  No.  And again, I think it was because at that point it 

19 was a military operation and Sonatrach were out of that 

20 completely and so were we.  It was a military operation 

21 and we were not receiving any information about what 

22 exactly was going on. 

23 Q.  Then you talked about Mr Dudley speaking to the Algerian 

24 energy minister.  Tell us about that, please? 

25 A.  Well, we asked him to speak to the Algerian energy 
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1 being in negotiations with the terrorists.  And it was 

2 also the fact that the energy minister and the people in 

3 Algeria had the cellphone in case they wanted to or were 

4 going to call the terrorists. 

5 Q.  Because it is written in the active tense "in 

6 negotiations with terrorists", was it your understanding 

7 that they actually were negotiating with terrorists 

8 because the information you were given appears to 

9 suggest that they were thinking of putting a negotiator 

10 in place to perhaps do it? 

11 A.  I don't -- I know what's written there.  I don't recall 

12 ever being told by the Algerian government that there 

13 were negotiations going on with the terrorists.  I think 

14 it was more the fact that there was a request from the 

15 terrorists to bring in a negotiator and they were 

16 passing that on. 

17 Q.  Anything else from the Algerian energy minister in that? 

18 A.  Not during the first day or so.  On the second day when 

19 we -- it was actually from the Ministry that we heard 

20 about the convoy.  Again, he didn't get into the details 

21 but he basically said that there had been an operation, 

22 a military operation in the BdV and that there had been 

23 some expats that had been released successfully along 

24 with a number of Algerians.  And we were also told that 

25 that was phase 1 of the operation and that phase 2 of 
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1 the military operation would be conducted within 

2 24 hours.  That's what he said at that point.  So that 

3 was the information we had from him.  After that there 

4 was quite a lot of speculation also about the fact that 

5 some military operation had taken place in the BdV and 

6 that a number of hostages had been killed and a number 

7 of hostage takers had been killed as well.  And I think 

8 that was probably in the media and there was a lot of 

9 speculation.  The minister called back again to say that 

10 that was not correct, that that was not true.  That the 

11 military operation was still ongoing and that that was 

12 it. 

13 Q.  Which bit was he saying was not true?  That it had 

14 finished or that -- 

15 A.  That there had been 15 hostages killed and 35 hostages 

16 killed as well.  He said that piece is not correct.  He 

17 said the military operation is still ongoing.  So -- but 

18 I think in the end we -- everyone realised that it was 

19 true.  Maybe it wasn't 100 per cent accurate but there 

20 had been this military operation and directly or 

21 indirectly a number of individuals had been killed as 

22 a result of that. 

23 Q.  And then of course you mentioned the other level which 

24 is the communications with the British government as 

25 well? 
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1 protracted negotiations or a Mali transfer." What was 

2 that? 

3 A. Again, this was a very, chaotic circumstances given 

4 everything that was going on so my notes unfortunately 

5 are not the most and the more structured but I believe 

6 that that would have been almost the brainstorming 

7 conversation that was going on, whether it was at the 

8 EST or the EST or at the government levels around what 

9 are the possible options that could unfold as a result 

10 of what was going on. Obviously there was a scenario 

11 that there would be some sort of assault from the 

12 government. There was another scenario where there 

13 would have been discussions and negotiations with the 

14 terrorists that would take forever and then the third 

15 one was that indeed one of the demands from the 

16 terrorists was that they were given access to transfer 

17 to Mali and that they would take hostages with them. 

18 And I think that's all it says. Someone at some point 

19 said these are three options. 

20 Q. And understanding you are writing these notes at a time 

21 of difficulty as well. Then you have written "focus on 

22 families is the key"? 

23 A. Yes, correct. So we were very keen from the very 

24 beginning to make sure that we were providing support to 

25 the families. We wanted to reach out and talk to them, 
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1 A.  Correct. 

2 Q.  Tell us what you know of that? 

3 A.  So I didn't participate in that directly but there was 

4 someone in the company that was reaching out to them. 

5 I think they had through minister Alaistair Burt and the 

6 special security adviser access to Cobra and basically 

7 it was relaying the messages from the terrorists and 

8 I think there was a concern that was being passed that 

9 we were worried that the response from the Algerian 

10 military could put the lives of the hostages at risk. 

11 Q.  Obviously you won't have detailed knowledge of what 

12 happened at those Cobra meetings but you did make some 

13 notes of what you were told about the Cobra meetings? 

14 A.  Correct. 

15 Q.  If it helps you it is page 10 of your handwritten notes. 

16 Halfway down.  It says: 

17 "Government to government update." 

18 First of all, can you help us with what that meant 

19 to you? 

20 A.  Yes, I think this was really the conversation between 

21 the British government and the Algerian government and 

22 that was what was being relayed to us. 

23 Q.  Sorry, just actually while we are on that passage at the 

24 top of it you have written "Lahmar scenarios".  And then 

25 there seems to be three scenarios, "Assault or 
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1 share with them as much information as we could and we 

2 were doing that in conjunction with the family liaison 

3 officers and the Foreign Office as well. 

4 Q. And then you have your note about Cobra, but you have 

5 written "Not much came out. ALG [presumably Algerian] 

6 forces had pulled back. Threat to life." 

7 Again, can you tell us what that was reflecting? 

8 A. I don't know exactly what it means because obviously the 

9 Algerian forces never pulled back. What it might mean 

10 is that they never attacked the BdV or the CPF because 

11 I believe they were obviously aware that if they did 

12 that they would put more lives at risk. 

13 Q. And I think you are recording there that you have been 

14 told that the Prime Minister is going to chair the 

15 second Cobra meeting? 

16 A. Correct, there were a number of meetings. I believe 

17 there was certainly one on the day and probably another 

18 one on the second day and probably some more meetings. 

19 Q. Over the page on page 11 you have reflected your view or 

20 somebody's view that the Algerians won't want help? 

21 A. Yes, I think we were being told that by the people who 

22 were dealing with the Government. There was a view from 

23 the Government that Algeria were very unlikely to accept 

24 any form of help on how to carry on the military 

25 response to the crisis. 
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1 Q.  I think there did come a time when you were told by the 

2 EST that Bob Dudley had actually spoken to the Algerian 

3 Prime Minister? 

4 A.  That is -- yes, I think Bob Dudley never spoke to the 

5 Prime Minister.  I think Bob Dudley spoke to the energy 

6 minister and I understand in my statement it actually 

7 went in as the Prime Minister.  I don't think it was the 

8 Prime Minister, the energy minister. 

9 Q.  That was still a discussion with the energy minister? 

10 A.  Yes. 

11 Q.  I think, just to get the date right now, we are on the 

12 second day, on the 17th, there was a call from Shedad 

13 saying he wanted the road between the CPF and the BdV to 

14 be cleared.  It is on page 12 of your witness statement. 

15 A.  Yes. 

16 Q.  Can you tell us about that? 

17 A.  So I think the demands from the terrorists, there were 

18 some that were constant throughout, so the one that was 

19 constant throughout the two days was: get the military 

20 to pull back.  There were a few others that started to 

21 be incremental to that.  So they also talked about at 

22 some point the transfer to Mali and the exchange of 

23 prisoners for hostages.  There was also some 

24 conversation about the Orange network.  They seemed to 

25 be worried about the Orange network having come down and 
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1 hostages all together in one place? 

2 A.  I believe so. 

3 Q.  Then I think as the time went on you had the message 

4 that Carlos had been killed and at that point you 

5 stepped back from your BST role? 

6 A.  Yes, on the 18th, the afternoon, I got a call from my 

7 manager at the time and he told me that the family 

8 liaison officers were going to see Mrs Estrada that 

9 evening and that it was important that I was there 

10 because even though they couldn't confirm that Carlos 

11 had been killed it was very likely that Carlos would 

12 have been killed as a result of what -- the incident 

13 that had happened the day before. 

14 MS DOLAN:  Thank you, I have no more questions for you. 

15 Questions from MS GERRY 

16 MS GERRY:  Morning, Mr Posada.  You were in court earlier 

17 today I think. 

18 A.  Yes. 

19 Q.  So you are aware I ask questions on behalf of Sebastian 

20 John's family.  Can I first ask you how you viewed the 

21 relationship between Sonatrach and the Algerian 

22 government.  Did you see them as part of the government, 

23 having close relations, how did you perceive that 

24 relationship? 

25 A.  Sonatrach was the national oil and gas company.  They 
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1 the fact that they were unable to communicate.  So we 

2 were passing all of this as well.  But I think it was 

3 probably in the afternoon of the first day or in the 

4 morning of the second day or both where they said "We 

5 want to be able to go from the BdV to the CPF and at the 

6 moment the military is blocking that so we want you to 

7 speak to the military to make sure that they remove that 

8 blockage so that we can take hostages from BdV to CPF." 

9 Q.  So was that message passed on to anybody? 

10 A.  Yes, we passed -- basically all the messages that we 

11 were getting from the terrorists after every time we 

12 were basically disseminating the messages through the 

13 various channels that I have described. 

14 Q.  And in that case that would have been back to Sonatrach? 

15 A.  Yes. 

16 Q.  Because you didn't have a straight line to the military? 

17 A.  Correct, I didn't have a straight line to the military. 

18 Andy didn't have a straight line to the military but we 

19 were realising with Sonatrach in order to be able to 

20 deal with that and we were also talking through the 

21 ministry into the Algerian government. 

22 Q.  So if they received that, and you can't say whether the 

23 military did, it would have been clear that the request 

24 was that hostages were going to be moved in vehicles 

25 down the road to consolidate the terrorists and the 
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1 were part of the government. Obviously they were not 

2 the government in terms of running the country, but they 

3 were obviously a big part of the government. They were 

4 the company that was providing a huge amount of 

5 resources to the country and were very close aligned 

6 with the government. 

7 Q.  Where were their head offices? 

8 A.  Sonatrach's were in Algiers. 

9 Q. In Algiers? 

10 A.  Correct. 

11 Q.  Were they located quite close physically to the Algerian 

12 government buildings? 

13 A.  Well, there were a number of different government 

14 buildings throughout Algiers so there would have been an 

15 office for Sonatrach.  There would have been a separate 

16 office for the Ministry of Energy and there would have 

17 been separate government buildings. 

18 Q.  Would you view the Sonatrach head office buildings in 

19 Algiers as being government buildings? 

20 A.  Yes. 

21 Q.  I think it is right, is it not, that very early on 

22 Sonatrach were in touch with their counterparts in the 

23 Ministry of Energy at least as far as you were aware? 

24 A. That's correct. 

25 Q.  Can I ask you actually to take up volume 5 of the core 
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bundle which has your logs in but I want to be able to 

refer to some other logs. It is probably easier if we 

go there. I can't assist with the colour I am afraid. 

Black I am told.  If you go behind tab 8 I think you 

will find your handwritten notes. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And on the second page which is internally paginated as 

728, page 2 of 54? 

A. Yes, I have it. 

Q.  Do you see at the top you have: 

"Bus taken by military to In Amenas town." 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  I think that may appear in another log as well.  We have 

obviously heard evidence that the bus as far as we can 

ascertain remained in situ at VCP1.  First of all, is it your 

understanding that that was correct and that this entry is 

therefore wrong? 

A.  Yes, I think this entry may have meant that the people 

that were on the bus were taken to In Amenas rather than 

the bus physically taken to In Amenas. 

Q.  The bus itself taken to In Amenas.  Generally speaking 

the information you were getting, did you have a means by 

which you could make a judgment as to how reliable or 

otherwise the information was? For example, did you 

have some kind of rating system, so if it came from 
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1 Staying with, I just want to see if we can get the 

2 chronology and timings of this right, so staying with 

3 Andrew Collins's log and at page 710, do you see on 

4 there it has a note "Shedad.  Blockade between BdV and 

5 CPF."  This is page 710, just below 13.50? 

6 A.  Yes. 

7 Q.  And this? 

8 A.  I think that was day one. 

9 Q.  That is day one, isn't it? 

10 A.  Yes. 

11 Q.  So it would appear at that point there is a blockade 

12 between the BdV and the CPF.  And then page 716, which 

13 is the typed one, there is an entry, do you see at 

14 15.43, the typed entry? 

15 A.  Yes. 

16 Q.  "Mil still blocking CPF/Camp road." 

17 Again, I think this is day one. 

18 A.  Correct. 

19 Q.  And then on page 739, which is now your notes, we seem 

20 there to have an entry "Road cleared CPF/BdV" do you see 

21 that? 

22 A.  Yes. 

23 Q.  Are you able to assist with when that was and whether 

24 that indeed means the military did in fact or is this 

25 just -- are you able to assist with that entry? 
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Sonatrach it would be rated as 2, if it came from a text 

message, rated as 1, if it came from somewhere else -- 

A.  We didn't have something as systematic as that but 

obviously we were giving credibility to evidence of 

people that were on site and that were telling us 

directly and indirectly what was going on.  Anything 

that came from Sonatrach or anything that came from the 

British government or someone we took as credible. 

There was quite a lot of media interest of course at the 

time so there were all sorts of things being said.  We 

would normally discount all of the things that were 

being said in the media because we couldn't have a way 

of verifying any of that. 

Q.  Can I then ask you to look at page -- going back to 705. 

This is actually going back to tab 4. It is actually 

Andrew Collins's log.  There is reference in here, 

difficult to locate it for you, the sort of middle 

section of the bottom half of the page where there is 

underlined "M Cobb", do you see that? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And then under there "One deceased guard VCP."  Was that 

information that came to you at all? 

A.  I don't remember that, no. 

Q.  Can I then just ask you some questions about the 

blockade of the road between the BdV and the CPF. 
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1 A.  I don't think the road was ever cleared.  I think what 

2 this meant was that that was the request that they got 

3 the road cleared between the CPF and the BdV. 

4 Q.  So what you are recording, although it says "Road 

5 cleared CPF/BdV", what you are thinking of recording is 

6 that's what the terrorists want, for the road to be 

7 cleared? 

8 A.  Yes, I don't recall anyone ever telling us, yes, it had 

9 been cleared. 

10 Q. Then can I just ask about the negotiator that was 

11 requested.  I think you refer to this on page 754 of the 

12 notes.  I am not sure it is actually your handwriting, 

13 this entry? 

14 A. No. 

15 Q.  But it is obviously in your IMT log? 

16 A.  Yes. 

17 Q.  It is at 9.05.  "Get negotiator in."  And also "Bring in 

18 negotiator/doctor, guarantee their safety." 

19 Is it right that what the terrorists were at this 

20 point saying was that: we want a negotiator brought on 

21 site and a doctor brought on site as well? 

22 A.  Yes. 

23 Q. And they were saying we will guarantee their safety if 

24 they are brought on site? 

25 A. Yes, he said that. 
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1 Q.  Are you able to assist any further with what happened 

2 with that request? 

3 A.  That was, if I'm not correct, probably the last time 

4 that we heard from the terrorists.  This was the second 

5 day in the morning.  They had been calling as they did 

6 fairly frequently.  The tone of the conversation varied 

7 greatly, so in some conversations they were having 

8 a conversation that was about, you know, this is what's 

9 happening and here's the request and here's the demand, 

10 fairly, in normal terms, if I'm allowed to use that 

11 word.  I remember that very shortly after this 

12 conversation started it would have been probably in the 

13 same call or in the next call they were very agitated 

14 and they were saying "We're actually being fired at by 

15 a helicopter.  You need to really get the army to pull 

16 back" and it was very discontrolled. 

17 Q.  Was the request for a negotiator to be brought on site 

18 passed to Sonatrach? 

19 A.  I believe so, but I cannot put my finger on exactly when 

20 and how. 

21 Q.  Were you aware of what Sonatrach's view was about the 

22 possibility of negotiating with terrorists? 

23 A.  No, Sonatrach was not telling us anything really about 

24 that. 

25 Q.  Were you aware of the Algerian government's stance on 
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1 A.  Yes, what I heard on that conversation was Derek telling 

2 us that he had had a call from the FBI and the FBI was 

3 saying that the military action that had taken place was 

4 triggered by the fact that the terrorists had loaded the 

5 vehicles with the hostages and they were driving from 

6 the BdV to the CPF, and that's what in their view had 

7 triggered the military operation. 

8 Q.  And here it has "assault", so is it seen as a military 

9 assault on this convey of vehicles? 

10 A.  That was the word that was used, yes. 

11 Q.  Can I then move on to page 771 and 772 where you deal 

12 with people being removed to hospital.  At page 771 

13 again this seems to come from Derek.  I am just trying 

14 to find the timing of this.  The entry I am looking at 

15 at the bottom of 771 is "Derek no additional data" and 

16 then it goes on "17 dead bodies taken to hospital." 

17 Do you see that entry? 

18 A.  Yes, yes. 

19 Q.  Are you able to assist with what time this was? 

20 A.  This would have been on the afternoon or evening of the 

21 17th, so this was after the incident had happened on the 

22 convoy, shortly thereafter. 

23 Q. I think if you turn over the page to 772 there is an 

24 entry that is at 15.05 and again at the bottom, I assume 

25 the 17 plus -- 
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1 whether or not they would negotiate with terrorists? 

2 A.  Well, I knew that, you know, the government of Algeria 

3 had been dealing with terrorism for a decade and the way 

4 that they dealt with the terrorism was not through 

5 negotiation, it was through military confrontation, so 

6 I was aware of that. 

7 Q.  Going back to the questions about the relationship 

8 between Sonatrach and the Algerian government would it 

9 be safe to assume that Sonatrach would have the same 

10 attitude towards negotiation as the Algerian government 

11 ie we do not negotiate with terrorists? 

12 A.  I wouldn't be able to say for a fact because I didn't 

13 ask them, but, yes. 

14 Q.  Can I then just ask you about an entry at page 767. 

15 Halfway down we have "Derek" underlined.  Is this Derek 

16 Porter? 

17 A.  That is Derek Porter, yes. 

18 Q.  "FBI call", so presumably this is information coming 

19 from the FBI, "assault trigger hostage takers loading 

20 minibus with hostages/explosives.  15 hostage takers, 35 

21 killed hostages." 

22 Is this the case then what you were being told via 

23 the FBI is the assault on the convoy by the military was 

24 triggered by the hostage takers going from the BdV to 

25 the CPF? 
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1 A. Sorry, 15.05 is ISOS, which was the medevac company. 

2 Q. Yes, that is the medevac, absolutely. But at the bottom 

3 we have 17 plus 34 -- again, I think that is the 17, as 

4 to the 17 who died? 

5 A. I think so, yes. 

6 MS GERRY: Thank you, Mr Posada, I have no further 

7 questions. 

8 Questions from MR RITCHIE 

9 MR RITCHIE: May it please you sir. Mr Posada, as you know, 

10 I represent the family of Carlos Estrada, your friend 

11 from school I believe? 

12 A. Correct. 

13 Q. BP have produced an organogram that shows you sitting on 

14 the Conseil de Gestion. Is that right? 

15 A. I haven't seen that, no. 

16 Q. (Handed) Do you see at the top it says "Conseil de 

17 Gestion"? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. Andy Collins, Vic Sneberg, Brahim Hafsaoui and you? 

20 A. Yes. 

21 Q. Is that wrong? 

22 A. It is wrong. 

23 Q. Thank you. Can I come to a page in your notes which by 

24 the pagination available to me is 40 of 54. So that is 

25 the pagination at the top in red. 
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1 THE CORONER:  766 at the bottom.  Do you have that at the 

2 bottom right?  You have some red numbers maybe at the 

3 top. 

4 A.  Yes, page 40 of 54? 

5 MR RITCHIE:  Do you have at the top "Call - some concern"? 

6 A.  Yes. 

7 Q.  I have looked at the page before and can't determine 

8 whether that is the same call or a different one and 

9 I just wonder can you put that call in context? 

10 A.  I think this was the discussion we were having at the 

11 time around the evacuation and there were a number of 

12 different views at the time as to whether we were to 

13 evacuate straight away and whether the evacuation 

14 include In Salah and whether it would include our BP 

15 operated businesses as well.  So these were 

16 conversations that I was having with the EST and I was 

17 also having with the IMT.  I think within that there was 

18 some conversation about, you know, making sure that it 

19 was a decision that was carefully thought through, the 

20 evacuation, that if we evacuated everyone from Algeria 

21 that would cause some concern for the military and that 

22 they could -- I wrote down "be indignant" and kind of 

23 involved and also the objectives of the kidnappers would 

24 be somehow achieved in terms of causing a huge 

25 disruption to the country.  So that's my recollection of 

Page 109 

 

1 Q.  So it reads objectively as if this call involved 

2 concerns about the military being let off the leash, 

3 they are indignant, they have been emboldened.  In 

4 effect this is the uncompromising attitude that you 

5 described in answer to an earlier question.  Are you 

6 sure you haven't mixed up in your mind this note with 

7 the discussion about removing everyone from the country 

8 and the issue you had with Jeff Yates? 

9 A.  I'm pretty sure because if you keep on reading it's 

10 a conversation about the fact that it was our decision 

11 to evacuate and that we didn't want to be told by 

12 Sonatrach, for instance, well you cannot evacuate 

13 individuals.  It was our decision and then if you keep 

14 reading on it talks about the staged reduction which was 

15 basically the language that we adopted for the 

16 evacuation, it was not just that we were pulling out of 

17 the country that it would be a staged reduction in the 

18 number of people that we had in the country as indeed it 

19 was. 

20 Q.  So this relates back to the evidence that Mr Yates gave 

21 Her Majesty's Coroner this morning where on the 16th he 

22 wished to evacuate, he gained logistics for evacuation, 

23 he had a discussion with yourself and others.  You 

24 advised him to wait, hold off until Bob Dudley had 

25 a think about it or a discussion the next day and in 
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1 what I wrote down here. It was in that context. 

2 Q. Firstly, the word "call" would imply a telephone call 

3 not a discussion, wouldn't it? 

4 A. It would have been a discussion and there would have 

5 been -- I mean all of these were calls. We were having 

6 calls with the EST. We were having calls with the IMT 

7 and there were discussions. 

8 Q. In context, this is after the convoy because you have 

9 just a few pages earlier been told about the results of 

10 the convoy, there are some deaths and some escapees if 

11 you will? 

12 A. Sorry, I wouldn't -- apologies, I wouldn't necessarily 

13 assume that there is a sequence in all these because 

14 they were separate bits of notes that were written and 

15 they were all kind of piled together in this pack. So 

16 I wouldn't necessarily read into the chronology. 

17 Q. They may not be chronological? All right. What you 

18 have written is "Some concern military --" what is the 

19 next word? 

20 A. "Be". 

21 Q. "Be indignant [in bold] (let off the leash)"? 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q. And then your next dash is "objectives - kidnappers huge 

24 effect country encourage more attacks." 

25 A. Correct. 
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1 fact he decided no, I'm going to do it.  I'm going ahead 

2 and he went ahead despite your view? 

3 A.  Yes, I think he obviously had a role to play in the IMT. 

4 I also had a role to play because I was liaising with 

5 partners, we were liaising with Statoil and we were 

6 liaising with Sonatrach as well so it was all part of 

7 making sure we were aligned in this decision which was 

8 going to be a very important decision around the 

9 evacuation. 

10 Q.  Yes, thank you.  The way the military dealt with this 

11 fits in with your view of their uncompromising attitude 

12 to dealing with terrorists, doesn't it? 

13 A.  It does in some level.  I have been hearing some of the 

14 evidence that has been given here in previous days as 

15 well and there are some pieces that I obviously wasn't 

16 aware of in terms of how they at some points seemed to 

17 be guiding the vehicles away from the plant but not 

18 necessarily shooting directly at them, so to be honest 

19 I cannot tell you that, yes, this is exactly what 

20 happened.  I don't know exactly what the military 

21 operation was and what it wasn't.  But obviously I did 

22 have the view before the incident that the Algerian 

23 military had dealt with terrorism through the military 

24 way as opposed to sitting and having negotiations with 

25 them all along. 
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1 Q.  Yes, so it is right, is it not, that the best way to 

2 protect BP employees working there is to ensure they do 

3 not become hostages? 

4 A.  Yes. 

5 MR RITCHIE:  Thank you. 

6 Questions from MR OWEN-THOMAS 

7 MR OWEN-THOMAS:  My name is Owen-Thomas.  I ask questions on 

8 behalf of David Green, the father of Stephen Green. 

9 THE CORONER:  Is it a question or two or otherwise we will 

10 break off. 

11 MR OWEN-THOMAS:  Probably about 15 minutes. 

12 THE CORONER:  We will break off now.  Thank you. 

13 I appreciate it is a bit -- if we were to say 2.05 will 

14 that give everybody long enough?  Given what we have to 

15 finish I just know it makes it a very late day for some 

16 people, but if 50-minutes, if we say 2.05 is long enough 

17 for lunch for everybody let's say that.  So 2.05. 

18 (1.15 pm) 

19  (Luncheon Adjournment) 

20 (2.05 pm) 

21 MR OWEN-THOMAS:  Mr Posada, if I may just start by asking -- 

22 I appreciate your position was one of a regional 

23 position for the whole of north Africa, but to what 

24 extent did the security of individual sites come into 

25 your day-to-day work? 
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making individual decisions on every person that was 

going down.  Obviously there was a system in place.  The 

system in place was that Andy Collins would have to 

provide approval for people travelling into Algeria, 

whether it was to Algiers or to the JVs, and then there 

were a number of kind of systems in place that included 

for example the alert levels and so on.  So my 

understanding was that if the alert level was low or 

medium, the business would continue to be conducted per 

normal and as a result of that people would be allowed 

to travel in and out of Algeria. 

Q.  Before 16 January 2013 had you visited the site in 

In Amenas? 

A.  Yes, many times. 

Q.  Did you discuss the security of the site with staff 

there on the site? 

A. It wasn't a particular topic of conversation. 

Q.  Would you ever have direct discussions with any of the 

liaison staff? 

A.  Not really other than the discussions I had with them on 

my security briefing and as we were -- as I visited at 

In Amenas we used to travel around so we went to the rig 

site and we went to the construction sites and obviously 

in doing that I would have had contact with the liaison 

people, but I wouldn't necessarily have sat down and had 
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1 A.  Well, my position as regional president for north Africa 

2 covered both Algeria and Libya, so I was involved in 

3 discussions that related to security issues on both 

4 countries and I did that through various mechanisms 

5 I had conversations with Barry Shaw.  I had 

6 conversations with Andy Collins.  I also attended 

7 briefings from the Foreign Office and had discussions 

8 with ambassadors for Algeria and Libya.  So I held 

9 a number of conversations involving security at that 

10 level.  I wasn't specifically involved in discussions 

11 around the arrangements of security on any of the 

12 particular sites in detail. 

13 Q.  Were you involved in the decision as to whether or not 

14 it was safe to deploy your staff, BP staff, to Algeria 

15 or the rest of north Africa? 

16 A.  I was involved in the meeting that took place 

17 in November 2012 where we reviewed, it was called the 

18 political and economic forum.  At that point there was 

19 a recommendation made to basically maintain the alert 

20 levels in Algeria and to continue to monitor the 

21 situation on a regular basis and I was part of that 

22 discussion. 

23 Q.  Do you know who made the decision it is or is not safe 

24 to deploy staff to a particular region or country? 

25 A.  I think it was -- I don't think there was an individual 
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a specific conversation about that. 

Q.  When you refer to the security briefing are you 

referring to the briefing that every member of staff 

had? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  It wasn't one particularly for you? 

A.  Yes, correct. 

Q.  On 16 January 2013 we know you were in Sunbury at that 

time? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  There came a time, about 11 o'clock that night, when 

Mr Collins decided to leave the Sunbury office? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did he ask you if he could leave? 

A.  Yes, we -- as I said before there were a number of 

things going on at the time.  I remember there was -- it 

was brought to my attention that there had been a debate 

around whether Andy Collins could go that night or not 

and particularly there was a conversation about what 

would happen with his phone. 

Q. Before he left? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And he came to ask you, did he, may I leave? 

A.  Yes, well, I think -- I don't think he specifically 

asked "may I leave?"  I think the conversation was "We 
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1 need to make sure that the phone is manned overnight in 

2 case the terrorists call again."  The discussion was 

3 around who would man the phone if Andy left and the 

4 phone was left in Sunbury, then there wouldn't be anyone 

5 who knew actually what was going on in detail and as 

6 a result of that the discussion was, you know, it makes 

7 sense -- my view was it made sense for Andy and his 

8 phone to be together and it made sense for me that Andy 

9 went to his home for a few hours and came back. 

10 Q.  Can I understand, this is a conversation that you and 

11 Mr Collins had? 

12 A.  Yes. 

13 Q.  You discussed whether or not he should be separated from 

14 the phone and whether or not he should leave at all? 

15 A.  Yes. 

16 Q.  Did he tell you whether or not he had had any discussion 

17 with the Metropolitan Police about leaving the premises? 

18 A.  So I -- again, I don't remember whether this was before 

19 or after but I was aware that this was the discussion 

20 that was going on.  So there was a debate around should 

21 he stay, should he go, but I can't remember whether he 

22 said, well I actually had a conversation with the 

23 Metropolitan Police.  Subsequently I obviously learned 

24 that there had been a conversation with the Metropolitan 

25 Police about him and his phone. 
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1 time and I got a call from that person, Mr Richard 

2 Woodfine, to my home that night at about 2 o'clock in 

3 the morning and he mentioned "This is what's happened 

4 and we have been asked by the Metropolitan Police to 

5 make sure that you speak to Mr Collins and that 

6 Mr Collins returns to Sunbury with his phone." So 

7 I basically phoned Mr Collins that night, that morning. 

8 I asked him to go back to Sunbury which was what he did. 

9 Q. The question was though whether you subsequently asked 

10 him, "Well, come on, did the police say you could go or 

11 did they not or did they not express a view?" 

12 A. No, I did not have that conversation with him. 

13 MR OWEN-THOMAS: Thank you. That is all. 

14 Questions from MS GOLLOP 

15 MS GOLLOP: Hello, Mr Posada. Did I hear your evidence 

16 earlier correctly that the Algerian oil minister had 

17 a mobile phone, a cellphone, was that your 

18 understanding? 

19 A. Sorry, that we had passed on a cellphone number to the 

20 Algerian energy minister. 

21 Q. That is what your evidence was? 

22 A. Yes, that's my recollection that at some point we were 

23 given a phone number to hand on to the Algerian 

24 authorities and that we passed that number to him and we 

25 did that through Bob Dudley. 
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1 Q. So is it right to say then that you can't recall the 

2 conversation, you can't recall whether he told you if 

3 the police had a definitive position rather than 

4 a debate, whether they said you should stay, you should 

5 go, you can't remember that? 

6 A. Yes, what I do remember is that I was not aware that him 

7 going with his phone to his house for a few hours was in 

8 contravention of any recommendations made by the police. 

9 Q. Is it likely you would have remembered if he had said 

10 "I'm going home, the police have told me not to but I am 

11 going home", you would have remembered that? 

12 A. Yes, absolutely. 

13 Q. Have you had any discussions with Mr Collins 

14 subsequently about his discussion with the police that 

15 night? 

16 A. No. 

17 Q. You haven't said to him "Did the police say you could go 

18 home or not?" 

19 A. I mean, on that night -- 

20 Q. Subsequently, yes, any time? 

21 A. On that night what happened is he went home. He indeed 

22 got a call from the terrorists. 

23 Q. He missed a call? 

24 A. Mr Collins got a call from the terrorists. Mr Collins 

25 then spoke to the person who was managing the BST at the 
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1 Q.  Let's just be clear about that.  You should have a black 

2 folder in front of you which is core bundle 5 and you 

3 should have marked up at the top of that with little 

4 grey stickers a TC11 which we have behind divider 13. 

5 Sir, these are documents that got repaginated at some 

6 point quite late in the day and therefore I think 

7 probably don't actually have page numbers which is 

8 a little bit of a bore. 

9 THE CORONER:  Don't worry.  Which divider are we in? 

10 MS GOLLOP:  We are divider 13 and these are transcripts of 

11 the telephone calls with Shedad and in the horizontal 

12 boxes at the top on the left-hand side are numbers and 

13 we are looking for TC11 which is, I don't know, about -- 

14 A.  It is a communication summary and transcript. 

15 Q.  I am grateful to Mr Popat, it is 1005.  I don't know if 

16 you have numbers or not? 

17 A.  I have a page here that's marked TC11. 

18 Q.  Yes, but other people might have to leaf over.  It is 

19 about 40 per cent of the way through. 

20 MR POPAT:  If it helps it is page 22 of 47 in the top left 

21 red and it is page 1005 at the bottom right. 

22 MS DOLAN:  It is not though.  That is the old page.  You are 

23 looking at the old copy.  There was an update. 

24 THE CORONER:  Does it just run to a page and a bit? 

25 MS DOLAN:  Yes. 
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1 MS GOLLOP:  Yes, it does. 

2 THE CORONER:  You might have it like mine. 

3 A.  That's what I have. 

4 THE CORONER:  At least you and I have the same. 

5 MS GOLLOP: It should be the telephone conversation that 

6 starts off with the terrorists saying: 

7 "Okay, also we have a number." 

8 A.  Yes I have got that. 

9 Q.  So this would appear to be a telephone call that took 

10 place some time between 1.45 and around 2.30 on the 

11 afternoon of the 16 January? 

12 A.  That's correct, yes. 

13 Q.  Is it your understanding that that telephone number was 

14 passed to the Algerian oil minister immediately after 

15 the terrorists gave that phone number? 

16 A.  I think so.  I am pretty confident that as soon as we 

17 had the telephone number we passed that on to our 

18 contacts which would have been Sonatrach and the 

19 Ministry but I don't know -- I need to go back to my 

20 statement as to what -- at some point in my statement 

21 I say that the number was passed on and the Minister 

22 said that they had that number already, so I think 

23 there's something in my statement about that. 

24 Q. Do please have a look.  What I just want to knock on the 

25 head is any suggestion that that wasn't passed on until 
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1 MS DOLAN:  Can I help with a reference? 

2 THE CORONER:  Yes. 

3 MS DOLAN:  In FXP/3, which is the third attachment to 

4 Mr Posada's statement, there is a typed log and I am on 

5 page 3 of that.  It appears to have that phone call 

6 being delivered, the one that ends in 124 at 14.15 and 

7 then it has at 14.45 "Mr Chiki contacted by AC to update 

8 on the ultimatum, request Sonatrach for military contact 

9 number to negotiate." 

10 So there is a contact half an hour later. 

11 MS GOLLOP:  If that is right, Mr Posada, no need to -- 

12 THE CORONER:  Hold on, do you want to just see that for 

13 yourself?  Have you managed to get there? 

14 A.  Yes, the typed log? 

15 MS DOLAN:  It is the log -- it has FXP/3 at the top as 

16 a third attachment. 

17 A.  FXP/3, yes. 

18 MS DOLAN:  And on the third page of that. 

19 A.  Yes. 

20 MS DOLAN:  The one I have actually has highlights on it.  It 

21 is the highlighted entry between the two holepunches, 

22 14.15. 

23 A.  Yes. 

24 MS DOLAN:  That is the phone number. 

25 A.  That is the phone number. 
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1 the 17th so if you can help us with that that would be 

2 helpful. (Pause) 

3 A. I don't know where it is. I thought I had seen 

4 something either in my statement or in the appendices 

5 that -- 

6 Q. In the middle of page 10 of your witness statement you 

7 deal with the telephone call from Shedad. About halfway 

8 down that page you say at 2.15 he called again and asked 

9 to be called back on a satellite phone, gave a number. 

10 And he wanted the number for the general who was in 

11 charge of the military at the facility? 

12 A. That's correct, yes. 

13 Q. And he would kill if he didn't get that? 

14 A. That's right, yes. 

15 Q. What we don't have here is when that telephone number 

16 was passed to the Algerians? 

17 THE CORONER: Do you think you have made reference to that 

18 somewhere? If anybody knows where that is we'll see if 

19 there is any help forthcoming. 

20 A. I think there is reference to that. I'm pretty sure 

21 I've seen it. I just can't find it at the moment. 

22 MS GOLLOP: My understanding was that there wasn't contact 

23 with the Algerian oil minister until 17 January, but ... 

24 and Mr Dudley was involved which I think was not until 

25 the following day. 
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1 MS DOLAN:  And at 14.45 there is a contact from AC to 

2 Mr Chiki. 

3 A.  Correct. 

4 MS DOLAN: To update. 

5 A.  "Requested Sonatrach for military contact number to 

6 negotiate." 

7 MS GOLLOP: Was it your understanding that that number was 

8 passed to Mr Chiki? 

9 A.  Yes. 

10 Q.  And do you know what Mr Chiki did with that information? 

11 A.  I don't know.  We were told that the information was 

12 passed on, but I don't know exactly who to and when. 

13 Q.  Who was it who told you the information was passed on? 

14 A.  I don't think I was there on this call with Mr Chiki but 

15 somehow it came back to me in one of the briefings for 

16 the BST that that was what Mr Chiki had said. 

17 Q.  That was an assurance from Mr Chiki that he would pass 

18 it on to somebody? 

19 A.  Yes. 

20 Q. And he wouldn't tell you who it was? 

21 A.  No, I don't know who that person would be, no. 

22 Q.  And you don't know what that person then did with the 

23 information; is that right? 

24 A.  No. 

25 Q.  Have you asked subsequently? 

Page 124 

http://www.merrillcorp.com/mls


Day 17 In Amenas Inquest 13 October 2014 

32 (Pages 125 to 128) 

8th Floor 165 Fleet Street 
London EC4A 2DY 

Merrill Corporation 
(+44) 207 404 1400 

www.merrillcorp.com/mls 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

 

A.  Well, I haven't asked Mr Chiki. 

Q.  Have you met Mr Chiki since the attack on In Amenas? 

A. I only met him briefly in the memorial event when he 

came over to Sunbury. 

Q. Have you ever written to him in any way and asked him 

for his account of his part in the In Amenas attack? 

A. No. 

Q.  Can I ask why? 

A.  Well the In Amenas terrorist attack was obviously 

a terrible incident that was affecting a number of 

families and a number of different people.  It was 

a criminal act in that there were obviously 

investigations that were being made.  I think it was 

very difficult for me personally to go back to him and 

start asking questions about specific things about what 

people did or didn't do as a result of the response. 

Q.  I don't want to press this too far but I think I would 

like to understand because sitting behind me are a very 

large number of people who would dearly like to be able 

to ask this gentleman and they don't have the sort of 

access that you have.  We understand it is a criminal 

attack and we understand that the Algerians tell us that 

they are investigating a criminal prosecution of at 

least three individuals who they hold in custody.  But 

that doesn't prevent a parallel investigation into what 
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1 which undoubtedly this investigation does have, so the 

2 police in this country, the judge, the previous coroner, 

3 everybody has worked so very, very hard to bottom out 

4 the facts, but if people like Mr Chiki aren't asked we 

5 are never going to know whether that information ever 

6 reached the Algerian oil minister, nor whether he ever 

7 dialed that number? 

8 A.  We received information from Mr Dudley that the minister 

9 had received the information.  So I cannot answer you 

10 the question as regards to Mr Chiki but I can tell you 

11 that the minister himself, which was obviously much more 

12 influential than Mr Chiki, had received the information 

13 and was doing something with it. 

14 Q.  So Mr Dudley told you that he was doing something with 

15 it? 

16 A.  No, those were not his words, but -- 

17 Q.  What were his words because we are not going to hear 

18 from Mr Dudley either? 

19 A.  Confirmation that the minister had received the 

20 information about the terrorist demands and the numbers. 

21 Q.  And do you have any knowledge of what Mr Dudley said the 

22 minister did with that information? 

23 A.  No, I do not. 

24 Q.  Have you spoken to Mr Dudley about his dealings with 

25 Mr Chiki and/or the Algerian oil minister? 
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happened and what went wrong, does it? 

A. No. 

Q.  And we know that because we know that Statoil has 

conducted such an investigation and that's what we are 

doing here.  So it is perfectly possible to do, isn't 

it? 

A. Yes. 

Q.  It is just a question of non-cooperation from the 

Algerians, isn't it? 

A.  I wouldn't be able to say one way or the other. 

Q.  Well, there aren't any Algerians here, are there? 

A.  No, I don't know. 

Q.  Is it -- let me come out with it: are you worried that 

it will disrupt the business relationship if you ask 

a basic question of Mr Chiki like: can you tell us what 

happened when you passed on the information?  Is that 

the problem? 

A.  No, that's not the problem at all. 

Q.  It can't be a lack of curiosity on your part because 

this is so very personal for you? 

A.  It is very personal for me, but there is a process going 

on which is precisely this inquest to establish what 

happened to the best of everyone's abilities. 

Q.  Yes, we have heard that a number of times from BP but 

the trouble is you see with the best will in the world 
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1 A. Very briefly and it was exactly along those lines. 

2 Q. Did Mr Dudley speak to the Algerian oil minister? 

3 A. He did. 

4 Q. He did? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q. Did he tell you what the Algerian oil minister said he 

7 was going to do? 

8 A. I don't recall now. 

9 Q. Has Mr Dudley told you that he has ever spoken to the 

10 Algerian oil minister after the attack to find out what 

11 he did or didn't do that? 

12 A. He hasn't told that to me. 

13 Q. Have you asked him? 

14 A. No. 

15 Q. That can't prejudice any Algerian criminal 

16 investigation, asking Mr Dudley, can it? It is very 

17 difficult to understand why these sort of questions that 

18 I think are incredibly natural that everybody is itching 

19 to know the answer is simply haven't been asked by BP 

20 which is the only source of this level of access. 

21 A. All the information that we were asked to pass on we 

22 have passed on at multiple levels. 

23 Q. I understand. 

24 A. We have received assurance from them that they have the 

25 information and they're dealing with it. Algeria is 
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1 a sovereign country. I don't think it is correct for us 

2 to audit them subsequently after the tragic events and 

3 tell them that we want to know exactly at what time and 

4 what date did you do whatever with the information. 

5 I don't think we have that option. 

6 Q. Do you think it is wrong for this investigation to be 

7 taking place? 

8 A. No, not at all. 

9 Q. Do you think it is wrong for it to be taking place at 

10 this time before the criminal process has finished in 

11 Algeria? 

12 A. No. 

13 Q. Would it be easier for you to ask questions of your 

14 counterparts after the Algerian process has finished? 

15 A. Sorry, can you -- I don't understand the question. 

16 Q. Would it be easier for you to ask this sort of question 

17 after any criminal trial in Algeria has concluded? 

18 A. I don't know whether it would be easier or harder. 

19 I don't -- 

20 Q. Because many of the answers are met with: well, we can't 

21 ask these questions because there is a criminal process 

22 going on in Algeria so I am asking: will you be asking 

23 these questions once that process is over? 

24 A. I didn't say that. 

25 THE CORONER: I don't think he said that though, did he? 
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1 about whether you, Mr Posada, have or haven't done 

2 everything that was asked of you.  What I am trying to 

3 understand is why BP, with its very high level of 

4 access, which this investigation does not have, to the 

5 Algerian government, working in partnership with 

6 Sonatrach, which is an Algerian government funded 

7 company, as I understand it, very significant loss of 

8 life at In Amenas, British life and other lives all 

9 around the world, as I understand it, Mr Collins is the 

10 one whom the terrorists are calling.  We will come to 

11 whether they called anyone at Sonatrach in a moment.  He 

12 is the one the terrorists are calling.  He has people, 

13 alive, who subsequently were murdered with explosives 

14 round their neck and their dying wish is that a message 

15 is passed on that the terrorists ask him, tell the 

16 military to back off because everybody will know what 

17 will happen to them if they don't.  We want to know once 

18 you had the means of communication open, you could speak 

19 to the terrorists, negotiate with them, did the Algerian 

20 government choose to do that or did it choose not to? 

21 Did it make the call?  Why can you not ask that 

22 question, please? 

23 A.  I'll say what I've said already, which is we passed all 

24 the information to them.  We got assurances that the 

25 information had been received.  The way things unfolded 
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1 A.  I didn't say that. 

2 MS GOLLOP:  You told us there is a criminal process ongoing 

3 and Algeria is a sovereign country and it wouldn't be 

4 right to audit, your word, I am not suggesting that you 

5 audit anybody.  I am suggesting that you ask the very 

6 basic question: when you had the terrorists' number did 

7 you call it?  That is not an audit.  That is asking 

8 a question that the families would like to know the 

9 answer to and I don't understand why you haven't or 

10 Mr Dudley hasn't asked that question. 

11 A.  I think I gave you my answer already. 

12 Q.  No, I don't understand.  Is it because there is 

13 a criminal process ongoing or that Algeria is 

14 a sovereign country? 

15 A.  I did not say that there is a criminal process ongoing. 

16 Q.  You explain to me why it is not possible? 

17 A.  Algerian is a sovereign country and we did everything 

18 that was asked of us.  We passed on all the information 

19 to the relevant authorities multiple times.  We got 

20 assurances of the fact that they had received the 

21 information and that is what we have done. 

22 Q.  Okay, I will ask one more time and then I won't press it 

23 any further and please be aware this is absolutely no 

24 criticism of yourself, I have no doubt that you have 

25 done everything that was asked of you.  So this isn't 
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1 in my opinion is that the Algerian military was actually 

2 in charge, and they did what they did, which was to 

3 control the situation as best they could and then 

4 obviously the situation unfolded the way it did. 

5 Whether there was any conversation between the 

6 Algerian minister and the generals I cannot tell. 

7 I cannot -- I genuinely cannot tell. 

8 Q.  I know you cannot tell but apparently you can't ask 

9 either.  Why?  You see the military didn't do what it 

10 did to my client's husband until Tuesday the 

11 17th January.  And this call is being made at around 

12 2.30 on the 16th.  So there was all of that afternoon 

13 and all the way through the night and into the morning 

14 when there could have been a line of communication 

15 opened up. 

16 A.  And over that period -- 

17 Q.  We would like to know what happened at the Algerian end 

18 during that time.  You have a choice where there is life 

19 there's hope. 

20 A.  Throughout all that period we passed on the message 

21 multiple times, multiple times and we received 

22 assurances that the information had been received. 

23 Q.  And what?  Filed in the recycling bin? 

24 A.  I didn't hear that, no. 

25 Q.  But you don't even ask, you see, what was done and if it 
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is not because you are worried about prejudicing a 

criminal investigation -- we all understand about 

sovereign countries, we are standing in one now, but it 

doesn't actually stop you asking for some information. 

A.  I didn't say there was a criminal investigation. 

Q.  No, I know you didn't.  You mentioned about a sovereign 

country but that is not a barrier to seeking to 

understand what happened and whether that opportunity 

was taken in that possibly 24 hours that -- more than 

24 hours that there was between the telephone number 

being given and helicopters starting opening fire on the 

convoy? 

A.  We passed that information multiple times. 

Q.  And Mr Dudley hasn't asked the question and you haven't 

asked the question in the almost two years that has 

happened since? 

A.  I haven't asked the question. 

Q.  Right, so let's leave that. 

Were any calls made by the terrorists to any 

Algerians? 

A.  Not that I'm aware of, no. 

Q.  To your knowledge was anybody at Sonatrach called by the 

terrorists? 

A.  Not that I'm aware of, no. 

Q.  Has that question been asked at JV level? 
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1 A.  As I said this morning the Algerian military, I don't 

2 think, had ever negotiated with terrorists. 

3 Q.  In one of the documents we have reference to a French 

4 commentator at the time saying that Algeria would deal 

5 with a hostage taking crisis in a Russian style and as 

6 I understand it, that means taking lives without concern 

7 about whether innocent lives are taken with guilty 

8 lives.  Is that right? 

9 A.  Whether that was said by the journalist or? 

10 Q.  That is the perception of how the Algerian military 

11 would respond? 

12 A.  I don't think I can comment about that.  I'm obviously 

13 aware that there was a risk that if the Algerians 

14 deployed a military operation in a situation where there 

15 were hostages that people's lives could be put at risk. 

16 Q.  And that was well known before In Amenas, wasn't it? 

17 A.  By who? 

18 Q.  Well, common knowledge to anybody who studied the 

19 Algerian military response to a hostage taking crisis? 

20 A.  As I said before, it was my personal knowledge and my 

21 understanding of the situation that they had never dealt 

22 with them through negotiations.  I'm not sure what 

23 common knowledge is. 

24 Q.  Is that Mr Collins's view as well? 

25 A.  I don't know. 
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A. I haven't asked that question. 

Q. You talked earlier and you have been asked a few 

questions about this so I will deal with it very 

briefly, that there was a concern that the Algerian 

military might put hostages' lives at risk. What was 

the origin of that concern? Was it simply knowledge of 

how they had dealt with similar types of events in the 

past? 

A. This was the message that was passed on to us from the 

people that were liaising with Cobra and the Government, 

so it was not directly in my team but it was in the EST. 

And I think obviously I believe they were aware this was a 

hostage situation and there was a very real risk for 

the individuals who were hostages. So BP was trying to 

make sure that we, through the British government, were 

influencing the Algerian government to try to make sure 

that their actions wouldn't put people at risk. 

Q. Just to be clear about this, it is the take, if you 

like, the understanding of the British government that 

the way the Algerian military might deal with something 

would be in a way that would put hostages' lives at 

risk, that is the way the information was coming? 

A. I think so. 

Q. And that accorded with all of your experience of Algeria 

over the years? 
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1 Q. Did you not discuss it with him whilst you were having 

2 these multiple phone calls and in discussion with Cobra 

3 and so on? You must both have known that the Algerians 

4 would inflict collateral damage if they felt it 

5 necessary to do so? 

6 A. I don't think I actually had that conversation with 

7 Mr Collins, but again, when the information came from 

8 the EST that suggested that we were worried about the 

9 response that was obviously part of the discussion. 

10 Q. I will come to the EST in a moment. Can I ask in the 

11 black folder just again for you to have a look at TC10 

12 which is the document before TC11. 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. This is another telephone call between Mr Collins and 

15 Shedad at a time which isn't known but on 16 January. 

16 Do you see Mr Collins's first full, as it were, response 

17 which begins "There's -- I'll give you an update." It 

18 is five entries down? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. Now what that says is: 

21 "I'll give you an update is we talked to Algiers 

22 again since we last called. We talked to Algiers and 

23 they said that they have pulled the military back so 

24 they have complied with that demand. They've listened 

25 very carefully to the other demands and are trying to do 
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1 something about them in terms of the safe passage." 

2 And Shedad says "That's good." 

3 Were you present during that telephone call? 

4 A.  I don't think so, no. 

5 Q.  Do you know what that is based on, the assurances that 

6 are being given there by Mr Collins that Algiers have 

7 said that they'll hold the military back and they are 

8 going to try to do something about affording safe 

9 passage? 

10 A.  I don't know what that would have been based on. 

11 I don't. 

12 Q.  Did you ever hear anything to that effect? 

13 A.  No. 

14 Q.  Did you ever get any assurance from anybody in Algiers 

15 that they were going to pull the military back? 

16 A.  I don't think so, no. 

17 Q.  It is the contrary, isn't it, you were hearing nothing 

18 at all, you tell us? 

19 A.  Yes, we were not hearing anything back from Sonatrach or 

20 the Algerian government in any way that there was 

21 anything happening.  It was the military is in control, 

22 the military is basically deciding what to do.  We were 

23 trying to collect information as best we could. 

24 Q.  Are you able to help us at all with the source of the 

25 information that Mr Collins is passing on to Shedad on 
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1 Secretary Hague." 

2 Had there been any contact with the British 

3 Government prior to that time? 

4 A. I think so because obviously this was an incident that 

5 was happening from the very early hours, so I'm pretty 

6 sure that between the start of the incident and this 

7 point, at 9.20 in the evening, there would have been 

8 conversations. I think there is -- it was in my 

9 statement, another Executive Support Team meeting note, 

10 Sit Rep number 3 and I am just trying to find that to 

11 see if there is any reference to an earlier comment, an 

12 earlier contact. 

13 So on my statement there is an Executive Support 

14 Team meeting record note for Sit Rep number 3 and there 

15 what it says is: 

16 "Mr Iain Conn ICC gave feedback from Cobra. The 

17 advice given from Cobra was we should call terrorists 

18 back. Government recognises that BP through a trained 

19 negotiator may have to make a call to Mali and recommend 

20 it to do it prior to the deadline." 

21 So there was -- 

22 Q. What time was that? 

23 A. This was 16.34 on that day on the 16th and I don't have 

24 prior sit reps but I'm very confident there would have 

25 been other conversations with the British government 
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1 the 16th? 

2 A. No. 

3 Q.  The EST, as I understand it, is based in Central London, 

4 is that right? 

5 A. Yes. 

6 Q.  So they were up in Central London and you were up in 

7 surrey in Sunbury on Thames? 

8 A.  That's correct. 

9 Q.  Can you help us with when BP first made contact with 

10 anybody at government level?  We have I think at the 

11 beginning of the black file a situation report at tab 7, 

12 page 781, if you look for that? 

13 A.  Is it the same file?  The same folder? 

14 Q. It should be. 

15 A. No. 

16 Q.  Do you have -- 

17 A.  This is core bundle 5. 

18 Q.  Tab 9? 

19 A.  Tab 9?  Yes, correct. 

20 Q.  It should say "Executive Support Team meeting record 

21 note" at the top? 

22 A.  Yes, correct. 

23 Q.  If you look round about where the second holepunch is, 

24 16 January and it says: 

25 "Update at 21.20. Iain Conn spoke with Foreign 
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1 before that point. 

2 Q. And Mr Dudley, he had also been involved on 16 January, 

3 had he? 

4 A. Yes. In fact, just above that it says "RWD", which is 

5 Mr Dudley had been confirmed as speaking to the oil 

6 minister and they had the telephone numbers of the 

7 terrorists, which was one of the questions you asked me 

8 earlier. 

9 Q. I would like to ask you a couple of questions about the 

10 future. I don't want any particular detail. Do you 

11 have any reason to think that if an In Amenas type 

12 attack occurred tomorrow the Algerian response would be 

13 any different? 

14 A. I don't know. 

15 Q. Is it fair to say we have no greater influence now than 

16 we did then? 

17 A. No, I wouldn't say that. I think there is more 

18 influence today as a result of a number of channels that 

19 have been opened through the Algerian -- British embassy 

20 in Algiers and through contact with the military through 

21 the government. I am not directly involved in putting 

22 together the plans in place for the restart and the 

23 future. I am now in a new role so I don't know exactly 

24 how that's being managed. 

25 Q. The person who now occupies the role that you occupied 
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1 in January 2013, in the event of another similar attack 

2 tomorrow would that person be able to speak directly to 

3 the Algerian oil minister? 

4 A.  I would have thought so, yes. 

5 Q. They wouldn't have to go through all this rigmarole of 

6 going through Sonatrach and getting them to report back 

7 or not report back? 

8 A. No, but again, the reason why we were talking to 

9 Sonatrach is we were contacting them at multiple levels. 

10 So there was a conversation with Sonatrach, there was 

11 another conversation at a ministerial level, so it was 

12 multiple levels as opposed to doing only one. 

13 Q.  After the attack occurred the Algerian foreign minister 

14 did say in one of his statements that mistakes had been 

15 made.  Do you have any sense of what mistakes he was 

16 talking about? 

17 A.  I don't know what mistakes he was talking about.  What 

18 is very clear to me is that somehow the barriers that 

19 had been put in place to prevent something like this 

20 from happening failed, so the military protection zone 

21 did not work as designed and the Gendarme zone, which 

22 was the second layer of protection, somehow failed. 

23 Why?  I don't know. 

24 MS GOLLOP:  Thank you. 

25 Questions from MR GARNHAM 
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1 A. Yes. So, again, I was passing on every single piece of 

2 information that I knew to the EST. I didn't personally 

3 speak to Sonatrach. 

4 Q. Did you know whether that piece of information was 

5 passed to the Algerians by any means? 

6 A. I cannot confirm one way or the other. 

7 Q. Look, if you will, please, at FXP/3, the attachment to 

8 your statement you have been referred to earlier. 

9 A. Right. 

10 Q. It is the one that Ms Dolan helpfully pointed out to you 

11 contained a reference to the reporting by BP to Mr Chiki 

12 about the Shedad ultimatum? 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. That is on page 3 and I wonder if you could turn on to 

15 page 5, please, where you see there is an entry for 

16 13.11 hours? 

17 A. Yes. 

18 Q. AC, that is Mr Collins, received a call from the same 

19 number. Voice mail record on iPhone. What we don't 

20 find though after is any indication that that message 

21 was ever passed on to the Algerians. Do you know 

22 whether it was? 

23 A. I don't know. There is a possibility that Andy would 

24 have spoken to Mr Chiki in Sonatrach. 

25 Q. And it not be recorded in this document? 
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1 MR GARNHAM:  Mr Posada, my name is Garnham and I ask 

2 questions on behalf of the families of Messrs Morgan, 

3 Barlow, Whiteside and Bilsland.  Can I pick up, please, 

4 a line of questioning that my learned friend Ms Gollop 

5 just developed with you when she was asking you about 

6 the extent to which contacts which you had with the 

7 terrorists were passed on to the Algerians one way or 

8 the other.  She has asked you a lot about the call that 

9 happened prior to the conversation between Mr Dudley and 

10 the Prime Minister of Algeria.  I want to ask you about 

11 a call that happened afterwards.  Would you look, 

12 please, at page 13 of 14 in your witness statement? 

13 A.  Yes. 

14 Q.  The second paragraph reads: 

15 "At about 1pm we received a call from the satellite 

16 number that we had been given before to contact the 

17 terrorists.  The call came into Andy's phone again and 

18 the caller said words to the effect of 'Hello Andy, half 

19 the hostages are dead and we're going to kill the other 

20 half and blow up your plant.'" 

21 You explained that you heard that call replayed soon 

22 after? 

23 A.  Yes. 

24 Q.  Was the fact and content of that call relayed to the 

25 Algerians?  Did you pass that on? 
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1 A. Well, I don't know. 

2 Q. If he did it should have been recorded in the same log? 

3 A. I would have thought so, yes. 

4 Q. If he didn't he ought to have done. That ought to have 

5 been passed on to the Algerians ought it not? 

6 A. Again, I don't know if the EST were passing on that 

7 information to the Algerians through a different 

8 mechanism. 

9 Q. Let me rephrase the question then. That piece of 

10 information about the threat to kill the other half of 

11 the hostages should have been passed on by one means or 

12 another? 

13 A. Yes, I agree, it was critical information. 

14 Q. Prior to January 2013 what steps were taken by BP to 

15 ensure that in the event of any serious event happening 

16 affecting your facilities in Algeria there was a line of 

17 communication available to deal with the foreseen 

18 developments? Did you plan in advance, did you have 

19 contingency planning in advance so that you could speak 

20 to the Algerian authorities if need be? 

21 A. Well, we had an open channel of communication with our 

22 partner Sonatrach who was the main point of contact for 

23 dealing with the military. 

24 Q. Had you by some means or other tested whether that would 

25 work, whether a message via Sonatrach would get to the 

Page 144 

http://www.merrillcorp.com/mls


Day 17 In Amenas Inquest 13 October 2014 

37 (Pages 145 to 148) 

8th Floor 165 Fleet Street 
London EC4A 2DY 

Merrill Corporation 
(+44) 207 404 1400 

www.merrillcorp.com/mls 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

 

relevant authority?  Did you seek any assurance? 

A.  I don't -- I didn't personally do that, but in my 

organisation there would have been individuals who were 

responsible for managing security and providing 

oversight on the security situation on the ground and 

liaising with what the JVs were doing in the matter of 

security, so those individuals were the ones that would 

have had a judgment on whether that was in place and was 

robust or not.  I was relying on their judgment -- 

Q.  I understand. 

A.  -- to make my decision. 

Q.  So you would expect that there would have been 

a procedure in place to ensure that there were working 

lines of communication to cater for any foreseeable 

threat? 

A.  Yes, and the lines of communication would have been 

primarily through Sonatrach who was our main partner and 

our access to any governmental entities in Algeria. 

Q.  Can I then ask you about some of the other entries we 

have in the handwritten notes you have attached to your 

statement at FXP/2.  There are just two or three I would 

like your help with.  First of all, will you turn to 

page 5 of 54.  It is the one page written in landscape 

rather than portrait.  Page 5 of 54 in your handwritten 

notes. 
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1 I don't know who that was, suggested that the Algerians, 

2 it would be a good idea if the Algerians did not take 

3 the lead in the negotiations but that was kind of not 

4 likely to happen is my vague recollection of this. 

5 Q.  We then see in the right-hand side in a circle under the 

6 numbers 10.45 "Algerians standing off negotiations". 

7 Can you help us with what that means? 

8 A.  I don't remember what that is. 

9 Q.  Thank you.  Will you then turn to page 12 of 54, please. 

10 This one is in portrait. 

11 A.  Yes. 

12 Q. "Advice from Control Risks". Control Risks are a type 

13 of insurance company, aren't they? 

14 A. I don't actually know what Control Risks do. 

15 Q.  "Not to call that number 'unable to get through'." 

16 What's that all about? 

17 A.  Again, I think at some point, and this was probably in 

18 the earlier part of the incident, there was some 

19 discussion about a number being given to BP for BP to 

20 call back and I think at some point someone from Control 

21 Risks said "don't call that number and if they say why 

22 haven't you called say something like 'unable to get 

23 through'", but I don't think this actually led to 

24 anything because ... 

25 Q.  But BP were receiving advice, were they -- 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Do you have it? Can you help us with some of the 

handwriting please: 

"Bob talked to minister part of ministry"? 

A. Yes, I don't know what that means. 

Q. And then you have the figure 2. "G 2 G". That is 

presumably government to government? 

A. Government to government, yes. 

Q. "Mobilise UK govt established..." 

Can you help us with the next word? 

A. I think it's "primary". 

Q. Primary. "Richard Bridge head of FOC"? 

A. I think this was talking about who was talking to who, 

so Richard Bridge is a BP employee and I think he was 

liaising with -- it says "head of the FOC" but I am not 

sure who that person was. 

Q. And then reference to "Cobra, Peter"? 

A. Peter Mather. 

Q. "Use influence, initial influence pull back military, 

organise between governments. Algerians should not take 

lead negotiations." Can you help us with what that 

means? 

A. I think this was again something that was being said to 

us around the discussions between BP and parts of the 

British government and I think at some point someone, 
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1 A. No. 

2 Q. -- not to call back the terrorists? 

3 A. No, I think at some point, and I don't think this was 

4 the point, but at some point during day two there was 

5 advice from the Metropolitan Police to make sure that 

6 I think they were able to do something with that 

7 telephone number before we actually used that number. 

8 So I think at some point they said "hold on to that 

9 number, don't do anything with it" and then afterwards, 

10 very quickly thereafter they said "yes, it's okay to use 

11 that number" but I probably wrote down what the 

12 individual was saying. This was not leading to 

13 anywhere. 

14 Q. Let me tell you what it reads to me as so you can 

15 correct me. 

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. It reads as though you had received advice from this 

18 organisation, Control Risks, not to call the terrorists' 

19 number back but instead when they called you to make up 

20 the excuse that you were unable to get through? 

21 A. He probably said that. 

22 Q. Thank you. Last, please, page 17 of 54. There is three 

23 notes on that page and I am looking at the last one 

24 headed "Iain" who is Iain? 

25 A. Iain Conn was the -- C-O-N-N, he was the executive from 
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BP that was liaising with Cobra. 

Q. This would be your note of what he told you, would it? 

A. I think so, yes. 

Q. "Cobra. PM chaired play for time. D Cameron to ring 

Algerian pm." 

That is what you were having reported to you from 

Cobra? 

A. Yes, I think so, yes. 

MR GARNHAM: Thank you very much. 

THE CORONER: Can you just help me with this: so the number 

that had been given was passed on to Sonatrach as you 

understood it together with other information; is that 

right? 

A. That's correct. 

THE CORONER: What else were they told? So they were given 

the number and told, just as best you remember it? 

A. Well, basically all the messages that we had received 

from the terrorists to try and get the military to stand 

back. I think we also conveyed the message around the 

road between the CPF and the BdV to be cleared. We 

passed on the message around safe access to Mali and the 

hostages. So basically all the information that we were 

given we were passing on verbatim. 

THE CORONER: Just tell us, why was that being done? 

A. Why was that being done? 
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A.  Correct. 

Q.  As I understand your evidence you spent the majority of 

what your time in what you describe as the crisis 

management room or the BST room? 

A.  Correct. 

Q.  And Mr Collins was taken away from the BST room, he was 

in a smaller room next door? 

A. That's correct. 

Q.  So for the majority of the time he was feeding 

information back to you, you yourself were not present 

in that room and listening to what was happening? 

A. That's correct. 

Q.  Before you decided to go home on the evening of the 16th 

at about 11.30 you were on a conference call to your 

line manager updating the EST as I understand it? 

A. That's correct, yes. 

Q.  And it was at about 12.30, half past midnight, that you 

arrive at your own home. How long did it take you to 

travel from Sunbury to your home? 

A.  Probably 40 minutes. 

Q.  So you left very shortly after your telephone conference 

with your line manager? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How did you become aware that Mr Collins was leaving at 

the same time as you? 
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THE CORONER: Yes. 

A. Well, for us it was very important that whoever had any 

option to do something about this that it was done. We 

clearly were not in a position to do anything on the 

ground and we thought that Sonatrach and the Algerian 

government had actually a much greater chance of being 

able to influence the situation that was clearly in the 

hands of the Algerian military. 

THE CORONER: We have looked at that note that was timed 

I think at 16.34 on the 16th, so Mr Dudley confirmed as 

speaking to the oil minister and they had the telephone 

numbers of the terrorists. Do you remember that? 

A. Yes. 

THE CORONER: Looking at that note. Were you aware or was 

that your understanding on the day that that had 

happened? 

A. Yes, correct. 

THE CORONER: All right, thank you. Yes. 

Questions from MS WATSON 

MS WATSON: Good afternoon, Mr Posada. My name is Claire 

Watson and I ask questions on behalf of the 

Metropolitan Police Service. I want to take you back 

briefly, please, to the questions you were asked about 

the evening of the 16th January when both yourself and 

Mr Andy Collins left BP Sunbury. 
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A.  I think because -- so, I actually don't remember knowing 

that he left exactly at the same time, but he had the 

conversation with me about him going at some point 

during the night.  So I don't know exactly whether he 

left at the same time or shortly after or shortly before 

I did. 

Q.  And it would be right to say that you were not present 

when Mr Collins had a discussion or to use your word 

"a debate" about whether or not he should go home and 

whether or not his phone should go home with him? 

A. Yes, I wasn't in the discussion he had with the police 

about that at all. 

Q.  But you were aware that there was a debate about that? 

A.  Yes, I was aware. 

Q.  And you have used the word "debate" so that implies, 

does it not, that there was a difference of opinion? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. And the difference of opinion being between Mr Collins 

on the one hand who wanted to go home with his phone, is 

that right? 

A.  That's right, yes. 

Q.  And the Metropolitan Police hostage negotiators who had 

expressed a view to him that they would prefer that he stay 

and sleep at Sunbury and keep his phone with him? 

A.  That's right. 
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1 Q.  And so you were aware that the police then did have 

2 a definitive position that they wanted him to remain and 

3 certainly wanted his phone to remain where they could 

4 offer continuing support to him if the terrorists were 

5 to call back? 

6 A.  I was not aware of that. 

7 Q.  Did you become aware of that? 

8 A.  Obviously when I was called at 2 o'clock in the morning 

9 and I was told that the terrorists had indeed called and 

10 that the Metropolitan Police were asking me to call 

11 Mr Collins and ask him to come back to Sunbury I was 

12 obviously made aware of the fact that the Metropolitan 

13 Police were not happy about the fact that Mr Collins had 

14 left with the phone. 

15 Q.  And is it right that you were asked to get involved 

16 because Mr Collins had shown himself reluctant or 

17 unwilling to follow the advice that was being given by 

18 the police negotiators? 

19 A.  I wouldn't say that.  I think I was simply asked to call 

20 to make sure that Mr Collins was coming back.  It was 

21 purely -- the person that was-running the BST at the 

22 time called me and said the police are here, they are 

23 not happy that Andy is away with his phone.  They want 

24 him to come back.  I think they called Andy directly and 

25 Andy was on his way and the Metropolitan Police was 
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1 was accountable for producing these sorts of reports. 

2 Q.  And so not the people who were actually taking part in 

3 the discussions or the actions, you or Mr Collins or 

4 whoever else it might be? 

5 A.  Correct. 

6 Q.  But somebody else who is typing something into the log? 

7 A.  That's right, yes. 

8 Q.  Are these, it may seem obvious looking at them, but are 

9 they very summary entries of things that are going on 

10 over this period of time? 

11 A.  Yes, that's correct. 

12 Q.  You were asked a number of questions about information 

13 being passed on to the Algerian government and Sonatrach 

14 in particular and responses from them.  Can we just 

15 look, if you turn over to page 2 of 6, this is 

16 16 January.  At the second entry down at 09.18 hours it 

17 says: 

18 "T called AC."  That is terrorist called AC, 

19 Mr Collins? 

20 A.  Yes. 

21 Q.  "Explained demands passed onto Sonatrach who are 

22 speaking with Algerian Ministry." 

23 That is a record of Mr Collins saying to the 

24 terrorists that the demands have been passed on to 

25 Sonatrach who in turn are speaking to the Algerian 
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1 actually going to his home and picking him up. But they 

2 still asked me to just call and make sure that 

3 everything was happening which is what I did. 

4 Q. Were you therefore made aware that in fact Mr Collins 

5 had left without in fact telling the police that he was 

6 going? 

7 A. I don't know that particular piece, no. 

8 MS WATSON: Thank you, Mr Posada. 

9 Questions from MR POPAT 

10 MR POPAT: Mr Posada, can we just look at the chronology of 

11 events in just a tiny bit of detail. The typed-up note 

12 of events is behind your witness statement. It is 

13 FXP/3, it is six pages. 

14 A. Yes. 

15 Q. Just help us with this: how is this document put 

16 together? 

17 A. So at the time of the incident each crisis team produces 

18 their own logs. So the IMT in Hassi would have produced 

19 their own logs, the BST would have produced their own 

20 logs and the EST produced their own logs. So this 

21 particular document here is a log that was put together 

22 by the BST on the back of everything that was happening 

23 moment by moment. 

24 Q. And who physically is putting it together? 

25 A. There would have been a person within the BST team that 
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1 ministry? 

2 A.  Correct. 

3 Q.  And then the information we have in the bullet points 

4 below, is that a summary of the conversation that 

5 appears to have taken place then between Mr Collins and 

6 the terrorist? 

7 A.  Yes. 

8 Q. If you look down a few entries to 10.40 we see an entry 

9 for Mr Collins speaking to Mr Chiki and then it says: 

10 "FP - explained demands". 

11 Is that you? 

12 A. That's me, yes. 

13 Q.  Are you explaining the terrorist's demands to Mr Chiki 

14 or to somebody else? 

15 A.  To Mr Chiki. 

16 Q.  Then we have some entries where there are further calls 

17 from the terrorists.  But if you turn over the page we 

18 see at the top of the page at 12.40 again a call to 

19 Mr Chiki and it says "update on [the terrorist's] 

20 demands"? 

21 A. That's right. 

22 Q.  Is that the same thing? 

23 A.  Yes. 

24 Q.  More telephone calls and then again at 14.45 -- I should 

25 read the entry above that.  14.39, a message, it would 
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appear, the second entry from the terrorists: 

"Clear the road to the factory. You know what's 

going to happen." 

Then at 14.40, another call: 

"Move military or we will kill people in 2 hrs", 

yes? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then at 14.45 contact again with Mr Chiki to update 

on the terrorists' ultimatum? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And then it says: 

"Requested Sonatrach for Military contact no. to 

negotiate." 

What does that mean? 

A. This is when we passed on to Sonatrach the request for 

someone in the military to call the terrorists and have 

some sort of negotiation. 

Q. Then below the entries for that day we see the start of 

the entries for 17 January 2013 and if you just turn 

over the page I think you have been taken to the 

previous page but if you turn to page 4 of 6, do we see 

an entry for 01.36, a call to Mr Collins, again, that is 

presumably from the terrorists, is it by the summary of 

the conversation? 

A. Yes. 

Page 157 

 

1 60 minutes." 

2 Then some other entries and then at 7.48 do we see 

3 that Mr Collins: 

4 "... updated Mr Chiki ... on situation + requests. 

5 He was aware of threat to kill." 

6 Is that Mr Chiki? 

7 A.  Yes. 

8 Q.  And he had: 

9 "... no info on Military situation.  He indicated he 

10 would continue to pass on comms[communications] with 

11 Ministry"? 

12 A.  Correct. 

13 Q.  Just one more entry over the page, 11.48, another call 

14 to Mr Chiki, there have been some calls from the 

15 terrorists before that and it says that: 

16 "AC updated Chiki on Shaddad telecons this morning. 

17 He updated Chiki on Dudley to Algeria minister 

18 communication.  Minister advised a 'successful' military 

19 operation had taken place + noted 11 expats removed." 

20 So that is information coming from the Algerian 

21 minister to Mr Dudley which has been passed on to 

22 Sonatrach? 

23 A.  Correct. 

24 Q.  And at the same time as these communications were taking 

25 place at your level, and by that I mean the BST level 
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Q. And then a question that appears to be asked, fourth 

entry down: 

"Can I give military this numbers- yes"? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is that Mr Collins asking if the military can be given 

that number? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then we see the next substantive entry is "AC called 

Mr Chiki from State Oil Co", and then the entry is "Said 

Military had his number (listened in) but took line no. and 

said he would pass on." 

What does that mean? 

A. I think that means that Mr Chiki was telling us that 

they already had that number, but that he would still 

pass on the message. 

Q. And below that entry a comment about -- which I think is 

the terrorist but then something in square brackets 

which includes "Chiki boss has passed no. on to Algerian 

security", is that something that has been passed back 

to the terrorists? 

A. Yes, that's right. 

Q. Then again at 7.05 there is the request by the 

terrorists communicated to Mr Collins including in the 

second bullet point: 

"Military pull back immediately, or kill someone in 
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1 between Mr Collins and/or you to Sonatrach, and Mr Chiki 

2 in particular, there were communications taking place 

3 between Mr Dudley and the Algerian oil minister? 

4 A. Correct. 

5 Q. And we can see some record of some of those discussions 

6 at least in what are called -- you have called I think 

7 sit rep reports, situation reports, is that right? 

8 A. Yes. 

9 THE CORONER: Can I just ask, on this question of what 

10 Mr Chiki was saying to you or have you been in touch 

11 with him after to see what he did, does this reflect 

12 your understanding, I want yes or no, does it reflect 

13 your understanding that Mr Chiki was suggesting at the 

14 time that the information was being passed on to the 

15 military? Was that your understanding then? 

16 A. I think it was clear that the information was being 

17 passed on to the Ministry. I can't remember exactly 

18 whether -- 

19 THE CORONER: I meant to the Ministry. 

20 A. Yes. 

21 THE CORONER: Thereafter did you have any understanding of 

22 what had happened to him? Plainly that is not going to 

23 be Mr Chiki after that if he has passed it on to the 

24 Ministry but did you know what was happening to it after 

25 he had passed it on? 
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1 A. No. 

2 THE CORONER: Sorry, Mr Popat. 

3 MR POPAT: Not at all. Just following up the coroner's 

4 question. Mr Chiki was saying to you he would 

5 continue -- this is 7.48 -- pass on the communications 

6 with the Ministry but he had no further information on 

7 the military situation? 

8 A. Correct. 

9 Q. Presumably that continued to be the position, both 

10 during the period of this attack and presumably 

11 thereafter unless Mr Chiki had access to some other 

12 source of information? 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. I was moving on to ask you about the communications at 

15 the EST level and they were taking place principally 

16 between Mr Dudley and the Algerian oil minister, just in 

17 case we need to look at these documents again, you have 

18 produced a number of the situation reports. If you look 

19 on in the exhibits to your statement and using the 

20 reference in red at the top left, if you find FXP/4? 

21 A. Yes. 

22 Q. Page 16 of 20, we have a situation report. This is an 

23 EST meeting record note. It is dated 16 January, timed 

24 at 20.45. It is sit rep number 3. We see a list of the 

25 people who were attending and these are the executive 
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1 A.  Yes. 

2 Q.  And that is then recorded as something that is to happen 

3 and if we needed to we could look through the action 

4 points which are at the back of the situation reports 

5 and see that it is completed. 

6 So that is situation report number 3.  If we go to 

7 situation report number 4, which is further back in that 

8 same set of exhibits, at page 1 of 20? 

9 A.  Yes. 

10 Q.  Again, we read it in the same way.  Although it is timed 

11 at 11 am it includes information in fact back from the 

12 evening of 16 January after the last situation report 

13 was prepared and we see on 16 January an update which 

14 includes a conversation with the Foreign Secretary or 

15 then Foreign Secretary and we can read what it says for 

16 ourselves. 

17 Then it carries on again recording what was 

18 happening including, if you just go over the page, at 

19 7.20, so this would be 7.20 in the morning of 

20 17th January, is that right, Mr Posada? 

21 A.  Yes. 

22 Q.  Clearly it is referring to BST being given a one hour 

23 deadline.  So that must be BST contacting the EST with 

24 this information; is that right? 

25 A. Yes, this was my update to the EST on that information. 
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1 level within the organisation? 

2 A.  Yes. 

3 Q.  Is that right?  Including obviously Mr Dudley as we can 

4 see.  Then what follows, is this right, although it is 

5 timed at 20.45 it is recording entries from earlier in 

6 the course of the day up to 20.45; is that the correct 

7 way of reading it, Mr Posada? 

8 A.  Yes, correct. 

9 Q.  So if we go down to the middle of the page just below 

10 the second holepunch we see at 15.45, so that is 15.45 

11 on 16 January there is an update from you: 

12 "BST had not been successful in contacting 

13 terrorists and followed up with text." 

14 So that is you or the team you were heading? 

15 A.  Yes. 

16 Q.  And that is where you have made reference to Mr Dudley, 

17 16.34, confirmed as speaking to the oil minister and 

18 they have been given the telephone numbers of the 

19 terrorists. 

20 And so if we go over the page we can see there are 

21 in fact a number of highlighted entries and at the 

22 bottom of that page reference to Mr Dudley to "engage 

23 with the Oil Minister regarding any repatriation plans". 

24 That would be another communication at Mr Dudley's level 

25 with the oil minister? 
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1 Q.  And the action following on from that was for somebody 

2 to immediately ask Mr Dudley again to contact the 

3 Algerian oil minister and pass on that information? 

4 A.  That's right. 

5 Q.  And if we just go over the page we see for the entry at 

6 07.40 it has again been highlighted by somebody that 

7 Mr Dudley "confirmed that the demands and messages have 

8 been passed on to the Algerian Oil Minister"? 

9 A.  That's right. 

10 Q.  I won't take you through the others.  There are some 

11 other entries which record Mr Dudley apparently making 

12 contact with the Algerian oil minister.  But as far as 

13 you understand it, therefore, is it right that these 

14 communications were taking place with, call them the 

15 Algerians generically, but from the BST to the Sonatrach 

16 people, from Mr Dudley to the Minister and at any other 

17 levels?  Sorry, to make it easier -- 

18 A.  No. 

19 Q.  -- we heard of the IMT level from Mr Yates earlier on 

20 that there were discussions between him and his 

21 Sonatrach counterparts? 

22 A.  Yes.  So as far as Sonatrach and the Ministry is 

23 concerned it was, as I have expressed before, from 

24 Andy Collins and myself to Mr Chiki; Bob Dudley to the 

25 Minister and we were also reaching out through the 
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1 British government to try to influence government to 

2 government on the response. 

3 Q.  Mr Posada, you also provided a supplemental statement to 

4 the statement we have all been looking at.  It may be in 

5 that divider behind divider B in which you have sought 

6 to explain the work being carried out by the BST over 

7 this period? 

8 A.  Yes. 

9 Q.  I don't want to take you through it.  Can we take it 

10 that you, having produced this statement, that this 

11 accurately records the work that was being carried out 

12 by the BST over these days and they were full days 

13 during which the tracking, identification of personnel, 

14 liaison with families, evacuation, setting up of 

15 a reception centre at Gatwick and provision of services 

16 including counselling and so on was being carried out by 

17 in this case BP but presumably by your partner companies 

18 as well? 

19 A.  Correct, yes. 

20 Q.  In that statement, and this is paragraphs 18 onwards, 

21 you describe your relationship with Mr Estrada.  I want 

22 to ask you not about that relationship but just 

23 something that you say at the end of the statement in 

24 paragraph 21 about the purpose of Mr Estrada's visit and 

25 when it was to have taken place.  Was this meeting that 
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1 possible dates for the visit, one of it was on the week 

2 of the 14th, the other one was on the week of the 28th, 

3 and Carlos decided that the best date for this visit 

4 would be the week of 14th January, so that's when the 

5 visit effectively took place and how it was planned. 

6 Q.  Thank you.  The final topic is this: you have produced 

7 in fact a further statement as well for the inquest. 

8 I don't know if it's behind the next divider in that 

9 bundle.  Headed "Third witness statement of" you.  This 

10 deals with events in Libya and an incident that occurred 

11 in February 2011.  Mr Posada, if I may be permitted 

12 through the coroner just to deal with this briefly but 

13 just to set out some facts as you have set them out in 

14 the statement rather than having an involved discussion 

15 about exactly what was happening in Libya, but just help 

16 us first with your ability to talk about those events at 

17 all.  You were the regional president for north Africa 

18 and that included, did it not, Algeria and Libya? 

19 A.  That's correct. 

20 Q.  Is it right that BP had a presence in Libya and 

21 specifically there was a rig site which was named the 

22 Wetherford site I think after one of the contractors? 

23 A.  That's correct. 

24 Q.  And in February 2011 we know of course of the events in 

25 Libya which were seen I think as part of the Arab 
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1 Mr Estrada was going to hold at In Amenas with 

2 management of a company who were carrying out a project 

3 on site at In Amenas? 

4 A.  Yes. 

5 Q.  And the visit or rather the meeting was to have taken 

6 place in November 2012 but was postponed because of the 

7 strike that we have heard about and was re-arranged 

8 in January? 

9 A.  So the meeting in -- the planned visit in November would 

10 have been Carlos Estrada by himself. The discussion, 

11 and if I'm allowed just to give you a little bit of 

12 context, Carlos Estrada's role was to provide oversight 

13 on these two major projects at In Amenas, Compression 

14 and the In Salah southern fields.  So he needed to go to 

15 Algeria in order to be able to do his job effectively. 

16 On In Amenas Compression he was quite frustrated with 

17 JGC, the contractor, because they kept telling him that 

18 they were making progress on the ground, on the 

19 construction of the project but the reality was that 

20 there was no progress on the ground. 

21 So throughout the second half of 2012 Carlos was in 

22 discussions with JGC and he was actually at the end of 

23 the year able to persuade Mr Aratani from JGC to come 

24 visit the plant together with him and at that point in 

25 time there were a number of dates that were presented as 
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1 Spring, but in summary what occurred in Libya which led 

2 to the evacuation of all BP personnel and expats from 

3 Libya over that period? 

4 A. That's correct. 

5 Q. Can you just explain in summary what that was? 

6 A. So the rig was getting ready to start drilling for the 

7 first time and that was scheduled for around the 18th 

8 I believe of February. Over those days the 

9 demonstrations started in Ben Ghazi and the company, 

10 Wetherford, that was going to start the drilling 

11 operation, told us that they were unable to start 

12 drilling because part of their crew was from Ben Ghazi 

13 and people started to go back to their families, given 

14 the unrest that was going on in the country. 

15 During that period we stayed closely connected with 

16 the British embassy in Libya and we took some 

17 precautionary measures on the Sunday to evacuate the 

18 families and the dependents of the expats and they went 

19 away from Libya through commercial aircraft and then as 

20 things continued to deteriorate on Monday, 21st, we 

21 decided to take the discussion to evacuate all the 

22 employees and contractors, expats, that we had in Libya 

23 at that time. 

24 So from that point on during the next 24, 48-hours 

25 we were basically planning to evacuate everyone from the 
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1 various sites we had in Libya. 

2 Q.  And over the night of the 22nd and the early hours of 

3 the 23 February 2011 did you receive a call about an 

4 incident at the Wetherford rig? 

5 A.  I did.  So again, at that time we were exploring -- 

6 given that the air space had effectively shut down in 

7 Libya we were exploring a number of options to evacuate 

8 people out from the rig and what happened then was that 

9 I got a call saying that there had been an incident on 

10 the rig, that basically there were some individuals that 

11 came in, I believe it was in two vehicles. They were 

12 armed, they shot some gunshots up in the air. They 

13 basically looted the site, so they basically stole some 

14 IT equipment.  They stole some food and I think they 

15 stole some vehicles as well and they left the site. 

16 This would have happened at about 1 o'clock, anywhere 

17 between 1 o'clock and 2 o'clock in the morning that day. 

18 That is what was reported to me and that is what was 

19 reported to a very large group of people actually on 

20 that morning and the following morning as well. 

21 Q.  You say it was reported to a large group of people. 

22 Throughout this period is it right again that the 

23 situation reports were being prepared as part of the 

24 management of this crisis in the same way as we have 

25 seen in relation to In Amenas? 
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1 evacuated from Libya in London on 25 February at which 

2 there was effectively I think a debriefing and 

3 a presentation given by you about the events in Libya? 

4 A.  That's correct. 

5 Q.  At any stage has there been any attempt to hide or 

6 withhold information concerning this incident in Libya 

7 in February 2011? 

8 A.  Not at all. 

9 MR POPAT:  Thank you, Mr Posada. 

10 THE CORONER:  Thank you very much indeed. 

11 (The witness withdrew) 

12 MS DOLAN:  Sir, the next witness is Mr Johnson. 

13 MR MARTIN JOHNSON (sworn) 

14 Questions from MS DOLAN 

15 MS DOLAN:  Mr Johnson, can you give us your full name 

16 please. 

17 A.  Martin Neville Johnson. 

18 Q.  I know you have been here all day so you know I am 

19 asking questions on behalf of the coroner. 

20 A.  Of course. 

21 Q.  Mr Johnson I think in January 2013 you were working out 

22 at In Amenas? 

23 A.  That's correct. 

24 Q.  What role were you working in? 

25 A.  I install roll-over protection in vehicles at various 
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1 A. That's correct. 

2 Q. And if you turn just to exhibit, page 3, behind your 

3 statement, we see something called Libya sit rep 12 

4 there are some earlier ones in the exhibits as well. 

5 It's prepared -- or rather sent by somebody called Dick 

6 Stuart, to a large number of people whose names we can 

7 see set out in the email address list attaching 

8 something called sit rep 12 and summarising on the face 

9 of the email: 

10 "Some looting occurred by 10 people who arrived at 

11 the rig site in two vehicles. All are accounted for and 

12 no one was injured. Security advice and relocation 

13 options have been worked with BST/IMT/rig site." 

14 And sit rep 12 follows that email -- 

15 A. I don't have the attachments here but I know what you 

16 are talking about. 

17 Q. For those who do the sit rep 12 follows that email and 

18 it summarises the incident, as you have described it in 

19 your witness statement, and again, in the course of your 

20 evidence today? 

21 A. That's right. 

22 Q. And that was provided to everyone on that distribution 

23 list? 

24 A. That's right, yes. 

25 Q. Was there also a meeting held with all those who were 
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1 sites throughout Algeria for BP on behalf of a company 

2 called Safety Devices. 

3 Q.  How many times had you visited the In Amenas gas plant? 

4 A.  I had done one previous trip of several weeks duration 

5 and one very brief visit before that, so I was fairly 

6 familiar with it. 

7 Q.  How long ago had the previous trips been? 

8 A.  About a year I think. 

9 Q.  When you arrived at the facility what kind of induction 

10 did you have? 

11 A.  You get a standard security and health and safety 

12 briefing.  A bit of a medical and you are given keys to 

13 your room and identification tags, T cards and so on. 

14 Q.  The security and safety briefing you have mentioned, how 

15 often did you go through that procedure? 

16 A.  You had to go through that every time you came, as you 

17 weren't a permanent employee of BP. 

18 Q.  So you would be asked to do it every time you arrived? 

19 A.  Indeed. 

20 Q.  When you came out for the January of 2013 stint, when 

21 exactly was that, do you recall now? 

22 A.  9 January I think. 

23 Q.  When you came out for that briefing was it any different 

24 from the briefings you had had previously? 

25 A.  I think they were a little more careful about the 
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1 security aspect than perhaps they had been in the past. 

2 Q.  And you are saying "they", was it a different person 

3 providing the briefing to you from previously or the 

4 same person? 

5 A.  It was the same person I believe, yes. 

6 Q.  Do you recall who that was? 

7 A.  I couldn't give you the name, no. 

8 Q.  When you say a little bit more careful what do you mean 

9 by that? 

10 A.  I think there was more emphasis on the security aspect 

11 than there had been previously.  I wouldn't say they 

12 skimped over it in the past but it wasn't perhaps 

13 considered as important as it appeared to be this time. 

14 Q.  In what way was there -- important can be in the way it 

15 is presented or the amount which is presented.  What 

16 appeared to have a different quality to you? 

17 A.  The percentage of the time spent on the induction was 

18 greater on security than it had been previously.  So 

19 they went over things in a little bit more detail and 

20 with greater, you know, care about -- to make sure that 

21 we understood exactly what we should do in the event of 

22 an incident. 

23 Q.  What was the information that you were being given in 

24 the event of an incident? 

25 A.  You are told if you are in your cabin to lie under the 
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Q. Whereabouts was your cabin? 

A. Number -- oh I can't remember the cabin. It's in what's 

called the company camp extension which is actually some 

distance from the -- yes, that's it. 

Q. Right. You have a picture on your screen. So you can 

see where the cursor has gone and this is a picture of 

the integrated camp? 

A. That's right. 

Q. Is the cursor about where your -- take the cursor to 

where your cabin was? 

A. How do I do that? 

Q. Just tell it. It is so technological that if you speak 

to the techies from the Met they'll move it left or 

right. 

A. Come down one row and yes, it would be approximately 

there (indicated). 

Q. So approximately there. And that is the companies camp 

extension? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And I think you have said you were woken about 5.30 and 

this was ten minutes -- sorry, this was about 10 minutes 

after? 

A. Yes, it would be about 5.40 I came outside and could 

hear shooting in the distance. 

Q. Did you recognise it to be shooting at the time? 
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1 bed and take cover.  If you're not in the cabin to take 

2 cover at the nearest available safe spot in the event of 

3 the alarm going off and remain where you are until you 

4 receive further instructions.  That's the basis of it. 

5 Q.  I think when you came back to In Amenas on 9 January you 

6 noticed something different at the airport.  Can you 

7 tell us about that? 

8 A.  A number of military helicopters at the airport and 

9 a lot of military personnel in the area, yes. 

10 Q.  I think you had an interest in military aircraft? 

11 A.  I took a bit of notice of them. 

12 Q.  Do you recall how many you saw when you landed? 

13 A.  I believe there were eight. 

14 Q.  Were there any at all when you landed on previous 

15 occasions or? 

16 A.  There's usually one.  But I think in view of the goings 

17 on in Libya which is less than 50-kilometres away from 

18 In Amenas and the conflict in Northern Mali I think it 

19 would be understandable that they would want to move 

20 more troops and equipment into that area. 

21 Q.  Tell us then about the events of 16 January.  Where were 

22 you in the early morning of 16 January? 

23 A.  I got up at about 5.30 and left my cabin at about 10 or 

24 15 minutes later to wait outside for my colleague who 

25 was several rows away in a different cabin. 
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A.  It -- when I stop to think about it, yes, it was 

definitely shooting.  And I remember thinking -- I think 

we had been advised there was a possibility of military 

exercises going on at some point during the time we were 

there.  I thought it was a bit early in the morning for 

them to be doing that, and I was quite surprised and 

then it got louder and nearer.  So it was quite obvious 

then that this was not a firework display. 

Q.  Were you able to tell where it was coming from? 

A.  The region of -- as it got closer I could tell that it 

was in the region of the main gate. Before that as it 

turned out it was further up the road at a checkpoint 

further north on the road towards In Amenas.  I couldn't 

tell at that point where it was coming from but by the 

time it got to the area of the main gate it was obvious 

to me where it was and I think I've said in my statement 

that a little bit after that some firing started closer 

by, which was the Gendarmes firing back. 

Q.  Tell us about that.  First of all, you say you have 

heard the noise in the distance and then it has come 

closer to what you now think is around the main gate? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  At that time were you hearing any other noises? 

A.  No. 

Q.  We have heard some people mention a siren going off.  Is 
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that something you heard? 

A. That didn't start until after 6 o'clock I think. 

Q. Take us through the order that things happened then. So 

you have heard the noises around about the main gate and 

then you started to say you heard some shooting coming 

from somewhere else? 

A. That was much closer to my cabin. 

Q. Much closer to your cabin? 

A. Yes, that would be -- if you go to the right with the 

cursor, further, further, further, somewhere in that 

area there (indicated). It was difficult to see over 

the tops and round buildings but I did venture round to 

have a bit of a look and thought better of it when 

a couple of bullets came fairly close by, went back to 

my cabin. 

Q. Did you see anything when you went to have that look? 

A. I saw some Gendarmes firing machineguns. 

Q. Where were they when you saw them? 

A. Approximately where that cursor is now. 

THE CORONER: How would you describe that so that we have 

a record of it? 

A. There is -- 

THE CORONER: What do you call that? 

A. There is a wire perimeter fence around the company camp 

extension. To the right of the cursor there are what 
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1 wasn't possible to see what they were firing at or even 

2 if they were hitting it. 

3 Q. How soon was this after you had heard the first shots? 

4 A. That started up at approximately 6.15 I would say. 

5 I had been standing outside. 

6 Q. Sorry, what started at 6.15? 

7 A. The machinegun firing. I can't be exact about the 

8 chronology. I know that I normally met my colleague and 

9 we walked to the main gate to pick up our lift down to 

10 our place of work to be at the main gate before 

11 6 o'clock. He'd obviously heard the firing too and 

12 never turned up. So I was standing outside watching the 

13 goings on. A lot of local Algerians were running off in 

14 the general -- in the opposite direction of where the 

15 action appeared to be going. I considered joining them 

16 but then thought better of it and remembered my security 

17 briefing and went back into my cabin. 

18 Q. I just want to try and pin down some of the times with 

19 you. So having heard the first noise when you were 

20 outside, how long was it after that before you heard the 

21 noises coming closer and sounding like the guns are 

22 coming from the BdV entrance? 

23 A. They would be close to the BdV before -- shortly before 

24 six I would say. It was maybe 10 or 15 minutes. 

25 Q. When you did your statement you say "within five minutes 
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I think are vehicles and equipment parked in a compound. 

They were somewhere in amongst those there. 

MS DOLAN: And you say they were Gendarmes? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What made you think they were Gendarmes? 

A. The uniform. 

Q. We have heard some people describe people wearing what 

I call army fatigues and things that are army colours or 

camouflage colours. Was it simply that or was it -- 

A. It was a green uniform. A green Gendarme uniform. It 

is recognisable to me because I've seen them before. 

Q. And how many people did you see? 

A. Three. 

Q. You say they were firing machineguns? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Describe what you mean by that or what did you see? 

A. I didn't actually see the gun that they were firing. I 

couldn't describe the gun to you but I could see that it 

was still relatively dark, it wasn't full daylight, and 

you could see the tracer bullets arcing over the camp 

towards the general direction, I don't know exactly what 

they were firing at, the general direction of the 

central court of the BdV. 

Q. And how far could you see the tracer bullets going from? 

A. They disappeared out of sight, over the rooftops. It 
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1 of hearing the first noise it kicked off big time near 

2 to where I was".  Not 10 or 15.  You said 5? 

3 A. Okay. 

4 Q.  Are you able to now say what's -- 

5 A.  I remembered it incorrectly.  I say the chronology isn't 

6 that clear to me because I don't have my statement in 

7 front of me, but. 

8 Q.  Your statement you wrote on 1 February 2013.  Is your 

9 memory likely to be better then or now? 

10 A.  I came out of my cabin at 5.40 approximately.  Certainly 

11 by 6 o'clock the fighting was close -- much closer to 

12 me. 

13 Q.  Don't worry about pinning it down on the clock time.  I 

14 am more interested in the passage of time.  So 5.40 you 

15 are at your cabin.  That is to start with? 

16 A.  Yes. 

17 Q.  How long between then and hearing the first noise? 

18 A.  Oh, almost immediately. 

19 Q.  And then how long between then and hearing it come to 

20 nearer to the BdV where you thought it was near the 

21 gate? 

22 A. At the most 10 minutes. 

23 Q.  Then how long between then and the alarm sounding 

24 between hearing it escalate at the BdV and the alarm 

25 sounding? 
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1 A.  It was some time before the alarm went off in actual 

2 fact although I think by that time I was more than aware 

3 that there was an incident going on.  I am sure the 

4 alarm didn't go off until after 6. 

5 Q.  Now locate the time that you saw the Gendarmes or what 

6 you thought were Gendarmes, how close was that or 

7 distant from the time of the alarm going off? 

8 A.  The alarm was already going off.  I actually walked 

9 around a little bit which was how I got to see the 

10 Gendarmes.  I wouldn't have been able to see them from 

11 where I had been standing originally.  But I backed off 

12 because I think they were getting return fire and 

13 I didn't want to be in the vicinity. 

14 Q.  In your statement you said "at about the same time the 

15 alarm began to sound I saw what I believe to be local 

16 Gendarmes", so there you are locating it at the same 

17 time? 

18 A.  It was not long after but I think the alarm was going 

19 before -- yes, the alarm was going before I saw the 

20 Gendarmes, definitely. 

21 Q.  Then having seen the Gendarmes it was only then you 

22 returned to your cabin? 

23 A.  Yes. 

24 Q.  And how long before you returned to your cabin after 

25 seeing the Gendarmes? 
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come and I didn't really want to stop and find out. 

I did look later on to see where, if there were any 

marks where the bullets had struck just to see how close 

they'd come but I didn't find anything that they'd hit. 

Q.  So it was hearing them rather than seeing them? 

A.  Yes, yes. 

Q.  Then what happened next? 

A.  A long wait. 

Q.  So you went back to your cabin? 

A.  I went back into the cabin. 

Q.  And stayed there? 

A.  And -- well I didn't hide under the bed.  I sat and read 

a book actually and sat by the window so that I could 

watch and see.  I had no idea what the cause of the 

fighting was.  I formed an opinion it might be a civil war 

or Arab Spring had reached Algeria, I didn't know. For 

two days I didn't know.  So I just sat and watched and 

waited. 

Q.  At any time did you see the men you believed to be 

Gendarmes again? 

A.  The only other person I saw for the rest of that day 

I ventured out during a lull in the fighting around 

early afternoon to see if I could find anything to eat. 

I wandered as far as the canteen which was just in 

a mess. 

Page 183 

 

1 A. Very quickly. 

2 Q. So help me with the total time outside from when you 

3 left your cabin to -- 

4 A. Half an hour at most. 

5 Q. You think you wandered around for half an hour after 

6 hearing the first gunshots? 

7 A. Yes. 

8 Q. Looking for what was happening? 

9 A. Yes. 

10 Q. The men who you saw firing, was anybody returning fire 

11 to them? 

12 A. I have every reason to believe there was because they 

13 weren't firing in my direction and I heard a couple of 

14 bullets strike close by. 

15 Q. Again, where were you standing when the bullets struck 

16 close by? 

17 A. I walked to the edge of a group of buildings. 

18 Q. Can you put the cursor back to where you walked to? 

19 A. Left. 

20 Q. So we are going left again? 

21 A. Left, left. Approximately there. (Indicated) 

22 Q. So back to almost the vicinity of your room? 

23 A. Yes, yes. 

24 Q. And it was there where the bullets came past? 

25 A. I was unable to establish exactly how close they had 
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Q.  Where was the canteen? 

A.  There is a canteen in the company camp which is, if you 

go north, it's somewhere in the central region there. 

I can't remember exactly where. 

Q.  So you had gone into the full companies camp? 

A.  Not the -- 

Q.  But not the BdV? 

A.  Not the BdV.  There is a canteen that the locals use, 

which is that one.  That was the nearest to me and 

that's the furthest I went at that point.  The only 

person I saw while I was out there was someone in the 

uniform of the security guards, who were not armed, and 

he advised me in French to get back into my cabin. Now 

is not the time to be coming out. 

Q.  So you took his advice? 

A.  I did. 

Q.  And went back to your cabin.  Did you at some point see 

the vehicles that you were there to work upon? 

A. I did. During that venture -- they were kept -- there's 

a compound area just to the left of where the cursor is 

now and further down there are what appear to be 

vehicles there. It was somewhere in that -- there. 

I think those may be vehicles there. (Indicated) 

Q.  Shall we try and magnify that to see if it helps you? 

A.  I don't think those would be the actual ones but that 

Page 184 

http://www.merrillcorp.com/mls


Day 17 In Amenas Inquest 13 October 2014 

47 (Pages 185 to 188) 

8th Floor 165 Fleet Street 
London EC4A 2DY 

Merrill Corporation 
(+44) 207 404 1400 

www.merrillcorp.com/mls 

 

 

 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

 

would be the sort of place they were kept. 

Q.  Does that help you when it is a bit bigger scale? 

A.  Yes, it does.  If this is a photograph taken at that 

period they may well be the ones, but they had 

disappeared by the following day. 

Q.  So you saw some vehicles parked? 

A.  I saw them there on the 16th. 

Q.  And what were those vehicles? 

A.  They were the ones that we hadn't yet installed the 

roll-over protection into.  The ones that we had already 

done had already been taken into service around and 

about the whole camp.  So there would be maybe eight or 

nine vehicles still to do which were just parked in 

a row pretty much as you see there. 

Q.  And you say that later on they weren't there.  When was 

the time that you noticed they weren't there? 

A.  The following day, the following afternoon as I think 

I said in my statement I went round to find my colleague 

and let him know that I was considering making a break 

for it.  Before we did that we had a wander around -- 

there was no shooting going on at the time.  Again, to see 

if we could find food.  We wandered as far as the gate 

through to the BdV.  Further up towards the top. Left 

now.  Sorry, right now.  Somewhere in that region there.  

(Indicated)  We could see a group of Algerian 
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1 Q. Another witness has suggested that they are covered car 

2 parking and there may have been vehicles there. Does 

3 that assist you at all? 

4 A. They were -- yes -- no, they weren't all under covered 

5 parking. 

6 Q. You say they weren't all? 

7 A. That could well be where they were. 

8 Q. You say they weren't all under covered parking. Are you 

9 now remembering that some of them were? 

10 A. Well -- there were about eight vehicles and if that is 

11 the covered parking it's used daily by others, so they 

12 wouldn't have taken up all of it. They weren't all 

13 under cover. 

14 Q. But wherever it was you seem to specifically recall 

15 seeing them and then them not being present later on? 

16 A. Correct. 

17 Q. And these were the ones you hadn't fitted the roll cages 

18 in because that is why you were there, to do that task? 

19 A. Yes. 

20 Q. I have taken you forward in your chronology, I think, 

21 and you just told us that you had seen the security 

22 guard who had advised you in French to go back to your 

23 cabin, still on day one? 

24 A. Yes. 

25 Q. And you went back there? 
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soldiers clustered around the main gate.  They didn't 

appear to be expecting trouble from anybody in their 

attitude but it's a bit of a long walk through open ground 

to get to them and we decided not to venture out. We 

didn't know whether they were friendly or not. 

But I did signal to them and I'm sure that they did 

see us or me at least. 

Q.  Can I just ask you about the -- that was when you 

noticed the Landcruisers had already gone? 

A.  That is when I noticed they had all gone. 

Q.  When you did your statement you thought the eight 

Landcruisers was near the BdV and the place you have 

described doesn't appear to be that close to the BdV. 

Then you are describing your walk up to there and seeing 

them -- 

A.  Well, we passed them on our way to the BdV. 

Q.  You see -- 

A.  I'm fairly sure that is where they would have been but 

I can't see another space that was big enough for them 

to be parked.  It was on our -- we passed them on our 

way to the gate to the BdV. 

Q.  You see to the left of the cursor, where the cursor is 

now, there are those two buildings with the two parallel 

stripes down.  What are they? 

A.  I have no idea. 
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1 A.  Yes. 

2 Q.  Did anything else of note happen that day, day one, 

3  16th? 

4 A.  The fighting didn't appear to be continuous.  There were 

5 breaks.  Helicopters were circling constantly by this 

6 time although they stopped at darkness, I'm fairly sure 

7 and I think there was a drone as well. 

8 Q.  Why do you say a drone? 

9 A.  Because it wasn't the same as the helicopters and it 

10 didn't appear to be a manned -- 

11 Q.  Did you see this? 

12 A.  Yes.  It was what I thought to be a drone anyway. 

13 Q.  Where did you see that from? 

14 A.  From my cabin.  I could look out of the window. 

15 I considered signaling to the helicopters at one point. 

16 I had a mirror, I could have heliographed to them. 

17 I decided against it as I've already said I wasn't sure 

18 whose side was on who. 

19 Q.  Although we know from others that mobile phone 

20 communication went down after some time did you have any 

21 mobile phone communication with anybody at the 

22 beginning? 

23 A.  Not at all. 

24 Q. Did you have a phone? 

25 A.  I had a phone, not a particularly modern one but 
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throughout the whole incident I never got any mobile 

phone cover. Now, I wasn't in the habit of using my 

mobile phone a lot when I was there anyway so I don't 

know if it was just that in that part of the camp my 

phone wasn't capable of picking up service, but at no 

point until we were being transported by bus nearly to 

In Amenas did I get any mobile service. 

Q. I think you stayed in your cabin overnight that night 

and then you went to look for your colleague Tony? 

A. The following evening. 

Q. And that was the following evening? 

A. Or late afternoon. It would be about 5 or 6 o'clock in 

the afternoon. 

Q. Before you set off to look for Tony had you heard 

anything particularly unusual although nothing is usual 

on that day, had you heard anything? 

A. There hadn't been any shooting for some time and looking 

out I could see locals moving around walking quite 

openly and freely to the outside of the perimeter fence. 

Q. Where did you see the locals actually moving, on that 

diagram again can you get the cursor to the fence you 

saw the locals moving around? 

A. They were to the bottom of the screen here, if that's 

the company camp extension, yes. I could see people 

walking -- there's a perimeter fence going to the left 
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1 appear that the leader of the patrol was Algerian to 

2 you? 

3 A.  Could have been French.  He wasn't as dark skinned as 

4 the others but with the camo paint they had on it was 

5 difficult to tell for sure. 

6 Q.  But you said he spoke impeccable English? 

7 A.  He did. 

8 Q.  And told you that they would take you out and they had 

9 a truck waiting? 

10 A.  And we had to be very quiet. 

11 Q. I think that was about 7 o'clock on the evening of the 

12 17th, on the second day? 

13 A.  Yes, that's right. 

14 Q.  I think they took you to the VCP1? 

15 A. They did. 

16 Q.  And what did you see when you got there? 

17 A.  A lot of people milling about, about 11 body bags which 

18 we were told were terrorists.  Nobody was really telling 

19 us a great -- we still had no idea what had been 

20 happening.  And nobody was telling us much.  They made 

21 us wait in a Landcruiser with -- now I can't remember 

22 for sure if they were police or soldiers sitting in the 

23 front. I think they were soldiers. They weren't very 

24 conversational so we just sat and waited until we were 

25 moved to the bus which was to take us to In Amenas. 
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of where the cursor is now and I could see them walking 

past the end of the buildings there looking down the 

street, as it were, I could see them. 

Q. So you could see locals move along that bottom fence? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It is a question I suppose answered in the negative but 

no Gendarmes appeared again -- 

A. No. 

Q. -- and nobody came to look to see if there were any 

expats hiding in the companies camp extension? 

A. Nobody came to give us any instructions, advice, food or 

water or -- which is why I decided it was time to take 

things into my own hands. 

Q. And I think then you had taken us already to the point 

where you collected your colleague? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Saw the Algerian soldiers at the -- 

A. No. He saw them. He saw the Algerian soldiers and they 

didn't see him. He went out of his cabin when he saw 

them going past, attracted their attention and told them 

that there was another one in another cabin and came 

across to find me. 

Q. Right, that was afterwards, yes. 

A. Yes. 

Q. And I think when they did come to your cabin it didn't 
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1 Q.  I think when you were interviewed you drew a sketch plan 

2 of the things that you had seen -- 

3 A.  Yes. 

4 Q.  -- at the time.  I think we have that on X972.  Do you 

5 recognise this? 

6 A.  That's not really a terribly good drawing of the camp. 

7 But yes, that's what I drew. 

8 Q.  And here on the left we have "GG05".  Is that your room? 

9 A.  Yes. 

10 Q.  And that series of circles along from that, what do they 

11 represent? 

12 A.  I think they were oil or water drums, quite large ones. 

13 Q.  And then you have written "firing position"? 

14 A.  Yes.  When you look at the true map I realise how 

15 inaccurate this is, but, yes, that's as I remembered it 

16 at the time. 

17 Q.  I think what we are looking at the orientation has 

18 changed by 90 degrees? 

19 A.  Exactly, yes. 

20 Q.  But are we looking correctly, CCE is company camp 

21 extension and CC is company camp? 

22 A.  Yes. 

23 Q.  And then something I haven't asked you about where you 

24 have put the question mark in the company camp and you 

25 have written "conversation overheard".  Tell us about 
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1 what that was? 

2 A.  Somewhere in that area I could hear people talking in 

3 Arabic, what I believe to be Arabic quite agitatedly. 

4 I wasn't sure again if they were friend or foe so 

5 I didn't go to find out who it was. 

6 Q.  But you didn't know in the end if they were friend or 

7 foe then? 

8 A.  I don't know for sure. 

9 Q.  And did you see terrorists at any point in those two 

10 days? 

11 A.  If those were terrorists that's as near as I got to 

12 them. 

13 Q.  Hearing? 

14 A.  Yes. 

15 Q.  The conversation? 

16 A.  Yes. 

17 MS DOLAN:  Mr Johnson, thank you very much. 

18 A.  It's a pleasure. 

19 Questions from MR RITCHIE 

20 MR RITCHIE:  May it please you, sir, good afternoon, 

21 Mr Johnson, my name is Andrew Ritchie and I appear on 

22 behalf of the family of Carlos Estrada. 

23 A.  Okay. 

24 Q.  Could I ask for the plan in IA026, page 11 to be put up 

25 on the screen.  And could you blow up the companies camp 
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1 the right, that is the 50 Man Office at the top of the 

2 picture. Do you recognise the 50 Man Office? If not it 

3 doesn't matter. 

4 A. Not really, but -- 

5 Q. That is not a problem. 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. If you drop down to the lower picture, our technical 

8 wizards -- which is on the same paper page, you will see 

9 your six white oil drums. Do you see them behind the 

10 building there? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 Q. Now we have our terms of reference, haven't we? 

13 A. Yes. 

14 Q. We will go back to that expanded area of the companies 

15 camp and see if those are six white towers we can 

16 identify there. So if we go back to where you have 

17 expanded the companies camp I would be very grateful. 

18 Do you see a football pitch there, Mr Johnson, 

19 a green pitch in the middle of the screen? 

20 A. Yes, I do. 

21 Q. If you go to the left of that there is a road? 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q. And go to the left of that, our cursor has six white 

24 towers, do you see them there? 

25 A. Yes, I do. 
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1 from the 50 Man Office down to the bottom of the 

2 companies camp, please. 

3 Mr Johnson, whilst they are doing that you will have 

4 somewhere near you a map called C36. So either that has 

5 been handed to you or it will be under one of those. It 

6 is in a little floppy bundle. It will be part of that. 7

 A. C36, yes. 

8 Q. We are going to do a little bit of orienteering. One 

9 thing is for sure, Mr Johnson, you weren't staying in 

10 the GTP camp, were you? 

11 A. No. 

12 Q. No. So if you look at that C36 you will see that BP and 

13 Statoil have put a label "company camp extension" on, on 

14 the left-hand side. Do you see that white label with 

15 the words "company camp extension"? 

16 A. Right. 

17 Q. Okay? 

18 A. Yes. 

19 Q. So we can now leave this and go to the screen. If you 

20 look at that screen you will see at the top with the big 

21 red circle around it the 50 Man Office? 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q. And if our technical experts could now bring over the 

24 picture which is on page 11 which is on the right-hand 

25 side of the 50 Man Office, so you have to whizz along to 
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1 Q.  There is your term of reference. 

2 A.  Okay. 

3 Q.  Can you show approximately to your recollection where 

4 your hut was in relation to those six white towers? 

5 A.  I was wrong, wasn't I? 

6 Q.  Don't worry about that.  You will get it right in the 

7 end. 

8 A.  Up, left, down, down, up, about there.  (Indicated) 

9 Somewhere around there. 

10 Q.  So you are in the companies camp extension.  You come 

11 out and you see some men with guns doing shooting? 

12 A.  Yes.  I had to go and look for them. 

13 Q.  Now do you think that you came out and went along to the 

14 road towards your white towers? 

15 A.  Yes. 

16 Q.  Fine.  So if the cursor could go along to the white 

17 towers a little bit.  Stop.  Now do you want to go up or 

18 do you want to go down before you see your men with 

19 guns? 

20 A.  Down. 

21 Q.  So that's away from your normal canteen? 

22 A.  Yes.  No, come back up.  They were to the right of there 

23 (Indicated). 

24 Q.  When you are saying to the right, the right on the 

25 diagram, on the screen? 

Page 196 

http://www.merrillcorp.com/mls


Day 17 In Amenas Inquest 13 October 2014 

50 (Pages 197 to 200) 

8th Floor 165 Fleet Street 
London EC4A 2DY 

Merrill Corporation 
(+44) 207 404 1400 

www.merrillcorp.com/mls 

 

 

 

 

1 A.  Yes. 

2 Q.  So would they be through what you call a construction 

3 camp in your recollection and then across somewhere in 

4 the BdV or are they dropping right down on this diagram 

5 into what we have been told is the JGC fly camp.  So 

6 across that construction area into the JGC fly camp -- 

7 A.  They wouldn't have been. 

8 Q.  -- or can't you remember? 

9 A.  They wouldn't have been that far down, no. 

10 Q.  So probably somewhere in the BdV then, the south end of 

11 the BdV? 

12 A.  Where I think they were is approximately where the 

13 cursor is at the moment. 

14 Q.  Oh fine. 

15 A.  Maybe a little bit further over to the right. 

16 Q.  Fine, okay.  Thank you very much. 

17 So you saw some shooting there and when you walked 

18 up some time the next day to the BdV the parked cars are 

19 somewhere in your walk before you get to the BdV.  That 

20 is the parked cars that were missing, the parked cars 

21 that you had previously seen the day before? 

22 A.  Correct. 

23 Q.  I am very grateful to you. 

24 One other point: you are a bit of a helicopter fan? 

25 A.  I would like to have been in my time but -- 

Page 197 

 

1 said it was before full daylight but it is right, isn't 

2 it, were there street lights in that area or not? 

3 A.  There are some street lights, yes. 

4 Q. So then you say in your statement at the bottom of 

5 paragraph 5: 

6 "It still wasn't fully daylight at this point. 

7 Street lights and power was still on." 

8 I just want to know how sure you were that the 

9 people you saw were in the Gendarme uniform that you 

10 recognised to be the Gendarme uniform? 

11 A.  Perhaps the reason that I was fairly certain they were 

12 Gendarmes was the fact that they were armed.  The 

13 security guards aren't. 

14 Q.  So you think it might have been that that made you think 

15 they were Gendarmes rather than necessarily having 

16 a clear recollection of seeing exactly what uniform they 

17 were wearing? 

18 A. You see a man in uniform and you think you know what 

19 that uniform is. 

20 Q.  Yes. 

21 A.  And if he's armed then you take it -- yes, there was an 

22 assumption I agree. 

23 Q.  It is not a criticism.  I just want to be sure about 

24 what you did and didn't see. 

25 A. Okay. 
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1 Q. Do you buy those magazines that tell you all about them? 

2 A. I used to, yes. 

3 Q. So when you say the first time you went out there were 

4 only two and the second time, a year later, this time 

5 there were eight, how clear are you in your recollection 

6 on that compared to the map stuff? 

7 A. I would say there were definitely eight. Eight that 

8 weren't flying at the time anyway. 

9 Q. So for your recollection a lot more the second time you 

10 came out? 

11 A. Yes. 

12 MR RITCHIE: Thank you very much indeed, Mr Johnson. Those 

13 are all my questions. 

14 Questions from MS GERRY 

15 MS GERRY: Mr Johnson, as you know, I ask questions on 

16 behalf of Sebastian John's family. 

17 In relation to the soldiers that you saw that you 

18 have just been taken to on the map as to where you saw 

19 them. In your evidence you said that they appeared to 

20 you to be Gendarmes because they are wearing the 

21 Gendarme uniform? 

22 A. Yes. 

23 Q. And that is a single green uniform, is that right? 

24 A. It is, yes. 

25 Q. Can I just ask you in terms of the light, obviously you 
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1 Q. Then moving on to the vehicles that you said you were 

2 due to work on and that you saw and then you didn't see. 

3 A. Yes. 

4 Q. In relation to those vehicles, where are the keys kept 

5 for them? 

6 A. We never had access to the keys. The vehicles were 

7 brought -- we worked on them at the CPF, not at the BdV. 

8 Q. That was going to be my next question. So your 

9 workshops are at the CPF? 

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. So carry on. They were brought to you, to you where? 

12 A. They were delivered to the workshop on the basis of when 

13 we'd finished one that one was taken away and the next 

14 one was brought. They would bring the one and drive 

15 away the completed one. 

16 Q. So although you were aware that they were parked in the 

17 BdV it is right to say that you were never responsible 

18 for actually moving them from wherever they were located 

19 in the BdV or sorry the companies camp or this part of 

20 the site to the CPF? 

21 A. Certainly not. We weren't allowed to drive anywhere. 

22 Q. And you don't actually even know where the keys were 

23 kept for them? 

24 A. I don't. 

25 Q. If the vehicles had been -- looking back at the map 
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1 that's on the screen still, so I think you originally 

2 thought the vehicles were to the bottom left of this 

3 map? 

4 A.  I did but that's wrong. 

5 Q.  Okay.  So let's try and establish, you think now you are 

6 wrong about that and you think where Ms Dolan took you 

7 up to the covered car park was probably where they were? 

8 A.  That makes more sense. 

9 Q.  That makes more sense? 

10 A.  Yes. 

11 Q.  I was going to ask you how you would have gone to the 

12 bottom part but I won't ask you in view of the fact that 

13 you say it was at the top.  To get from the main gate 

14 from the undercover car park you just follow the road 

15 round around the top and across to the main gate? 

16 A.  Yes, where that large white roofed building is, just 

17 above that is what I believe to be the gate.  If you 

18 walk down to the right the main gate is -- there's 

19 a security building and as you are walking down the car 

20 park is on the left, the other side of the security 

21 fence, and this big open area where the circle in the 

22 centre is like a sort of recreation area I think.  And 

23 we would have had to have walked basically across open 

24 ground as far as the main gate and since I wasn't sure 

25 whether the soldiers were friendly or not I didn't 
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1 Q.  And you say about the soldiers you saw at the main gate, 

2 so those are the soldiers you saw further down past the 

3 car park on the left? 

4 A.  Yes. 

5 Q.  Again, you said soldiers in your statement and in your 

6 evidence.  Are you able to say whether it was army or 

7 Gendarmes? 

8 A.  They were army.  They were in the same uniform as the 

9 ones that we eventually met up with that took us out. 

10 Q. So you can be sure that the people you saw there were 

11 not in the Gendarme uniform? 

12 A.  No, they were not. 

13 Q. And when you say they were army were you sure that they 

14 were Algerian army or were they just people who appeared 

15 to be in camouflage uniforms? 

16 A.  If I was sure they were Algerian army I would have gone 

17 across to see them but I couldn't be certain, so -- and 

18 I also couldn't be certain whether even the Algerian 

19 army were friendly towards us so I didn't take the risk. 

20 Q.  So what you can say for sure is they weren't in Gendarme 

21 uniform? 

22 A.  They were not. 

23 Q.  But they were in some kind of military uniform? 

24 A.  Yes. 

25 Q.  Just finally, in relation to the soldiers who then came 
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1 decide to proceed any further. 

2 Q. Can we just be clear about how far, which route you 

3 took. So the big white building, if the cursor moves 

4 back, that is the big white building you are talking 

5 about? 

6 A. Yes. 

7 Q. Did you walk to the left of that or to the right of 

8 that? 

9 A. We would come up to the left of it as we are looking at 

10 the picture now. 

11 Q. And you are saying there is a gate, is there -- 

12 A. There is a gate, if you go to the right now there is 

13 a gate, a bit more, there. (Indicated) 

14 Q. And what kind of gate is that? 

15 A. Wire. It's not usually shut but it can be. 

16 Q. Does that go right across the road? 

17 A. Yes. 

18 Q. And so the road presumably would take a vehicle so it is 

19 a gate that would actually prevent a vehicle going? 

20 A. It would. 

21 Q. But in any event you carried on past there? 

22 A. No. We didn't go any further than the gate. 

23 Q. So you stopped at that point? 

24 A. Yes, and my colleague stayed further back actually. 

25 I was the only one. 
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1 and escorted you away from your cabin and took you out. 

2 In your statement I think you describe the leader of 

3 that patrol as having face camouflage? 

4 A.  Yes, they all did. 

5 Q.  By that can you just explain what you mean? 

6 A.  Painted green and -- just to break up the appearance of 

7 a pale face in -- although how it worked in the desert 

8 I'm not really sure but that's what they were wearing. 

9 Q.  And they all had face paint on? 

10 A.  Yes, they did. 

11 MS GERRY:  Thank you, I have no further questions. 

12 A.  Thank you. 

13 Questions from MR GARNHAM 

14 MR GARNHAM:  Only one matter from me if I may, please.  You 

15 remember particularly hearing, when you first arrived, 

16 a security briefing that dealt with amongst other things 

17 alarms? 

18 A.  Yes. 

19 Q.  Can you remember what you were told the sounds of alarms 

20 would signal? 

21 A.  It was a different one for a fire. 

22 Q.  That was exactly what I was going to ask if you 

23 remembered. 

24 A.  But I can't remember what they actually said the fire 

25 one would be.  I now know very well what the security 
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1 alert one is, but -- 

2 Q. You describe that in your statement as "da, da, da, da? 

3 A. Yes, it just kept going. 

4 Q. And that kept going? 

5 A. Until the power was destroyed and all the lighting and 

6 the alarm and everything went off. 

7 Q. When you heard that were you confident in your mind you 

8 were hearing a security rather than a fire alarm? 

9 A. Yes, I was. 

10 MR GARNHAM: Thank you. 

11 THE CORONER: So that's it. Thank you very much for coming 

12 to help us, thank you. 

13 A. Thank you. 

14 (The witness withdrew) 

15 THE CORONER: 10 o'clock tomorrow. 

16 (4.25 pm) 

17 (The inquest adjourned until the following day at 10.00 am) 
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